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To the Nis R. 


F the Veſtiam be, why comes this abroad into the 
world : * we return; 1. Not out of 
any itching humour in us to be peeping up above 
the clods of aur own obſcurity, We little fancy the 
atting of our parts upon the publick Stage in theſe 
hiſtrionicall daies, whereon ſo many, in inventing 
the indigeſted crudities of their own brains, ds 
play the fools : So we may be known of God, and 
to our ſelves, it ſufficeth us; in other reſpects we could embrace that 
ſaying, Bene qui latuit bene vixit. 2. No nor yet to beger, or foſter the 
leaſt diſaffeftion in the hearts of any unto the publick, Miniſtry, with 
indignation ſhould we have cruſht thu bird in the egge, did we imagine 
that any of its feathers when it flies abroad, might but rationally br 
thought of ſuch a colour: the vindication of that honourable Function 
being a principal deſign of aurs in this preſent congreſſe, as to the equa- 
nimous Reader will ſoon appear: and therefore when any expreſſion ſhall 
occurre, that chargeth blame upon the concrete, let not any be ſo baſely 
injurious, as to devolve it on the abftratt ; the miſcarriages of perſons 
are not to be put upon the ſcore of that Office they manage. 3. N nor 
get the vindication of that charge, which Mr. Larkham hath ſcratched 
out of its grave, that he might fight it on the Theater, had been to us 4 
ſufficient inducement to have appeared in the Preſſe, had he not like So- 
lomons mad man ſtept a ſide ont of his way to caſt his firebrands, arrows 
and death at us, directly too, and that by name, he ſhould havs articled 
againſt his Articles till he had been weary of articling. But Poſitively, 
we minded, 1. The wiping off thoſe many ſlanderous calumnies where- 
with ſo maliciouſly, and unjxſtly he hath endeavonred to beſpatter us; 
for fama & vita pari ambulant paſſu ; aud he that hath little regard 
to the keeping up of his credit with his brother whom he hath ſeen, gives 
reaſon to (uſpe that he regards a goo deal leſſe the keeping up of his 
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credit with his God whom he haut ſeen. 2. Not without an eye alſo 
ro the conſequence, qui veterem fert injuriam, invitat novam ; and 
indeed we are apt to think, had theſe reverend godly Miniſters which 
in another book he traduced with his pots and tobacco pipes, appeared 
rhen ſeme w hat roundly in Print againſt his ſcandalons pen, we might 
have been ſo happy as to have wanted this occaſion of performing it now, 
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3. To name no more, that we might alſo manifeſt and diſcover an in- 
rolierable imreſture ( which among the very Heathen would be loks 
pen ab brevibus gyris & carcere dignum) in putting forth his Pam- 
phlet in the Names of ſuch as have ſolemnly diſowned it, and ſeriouſly 
profeſſed ( for as many of them as we have met with, which yet are not 
a few) they were never, no not ia the leaſt meaſure, made privy there- 
unte. But to cloſe up this, we ſhall only adde, 1. T hat if theſe Papers 
fall into the hands of any unto whom we are unknown, they may ſet them 
{y, Ignoti nulla cupido ; and for our parts, 45 their finding us tra- 
duced, makes not much to our prejudice, ſo their viewing of our apo- 
lage, tends but little to our advantage. 2. Ai for ſuch as have any 
knowledge of us concerned in theſe diſſcertatious, without any breach of 
charity, we may ſaſely tell them, they are either ſuch as are yet in their 
natural unregenerate condition, or elſe through grace tranſlated into the 
glorious liberty of the ſons of God. For the former, We muſt tell them 
plainly, we covet no ſuch Readers, they have other work of greater con- 
ernment to ſpeud their time and thoughts upon, leaſt they fall into the 
hands of the living God. Mr. Bolton's laſt things, Mr. Baxter's 
Kants Reſt, Mr. Sheepheard's ſincere Convert, Mr. Chiſvvell's 
Now if ever, and Now or Never, with other books of that nature, are 
enly fit for their hands and eyes. But for thoſe excellent ones, as Da- 
vid; that rojall generation, as Peter cals them: that we may fully ſa- 
tifie them in our preſent differences ( ſeeing Mr. L hath brought them 
en the ſtage, and made them publick ) and ſo ſtand recti in curia, and 
not by our ſilence have that communion interrupted here on earth, which 
we hope to all eternity to enjoy with them in beaven, have we undertaken 
this encounter : Andihough we confeſſe tis impar congreſſus Achilli, 
het withall we know, magna eſt veritas & prevalebit : And therefore 
we doubt nit but the true mother ſhall have the child, when the pretended 
Naboth /oall ve proved a reall Nabal. 
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T would hardly be believed by any ſober Chriſtian, that any 
man in the world that hath but the leaſt regard unto his repu- 
2 tation among men, much leſſe ſuch a man as Mr. Larkham, 

chat would fain be lookt upon as one eminently religious: 
W- (hould ever be ſo far beſotted by his unruly paſſions, as to make 

9 his own pen the publick trumpet of his ſhame. Much better 
had it been, will wife men Judge (by a humble, gracious, and circumſpect con- 
verſation) to have raked up thoſe wretched manifeſtations of his vanity and 
folly, under the dai k aſhes of obl:v.on, then thus with a ſhame leſſe forchead 
to lay them open as ſo many Trophies of his honour, and monuments of his 


i 
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glory in the face of Iſracl, and of the Sun; enough indeed to have induced 


us to an admiration, even to aſtoniſhment ; were it not that that con- 
nection of the Apoſtle, Phil. 3. 19. gives us to underſtand, that ſuch men as 
ſtick not to will ſooner or later glory alſo in their ſhame, And tiuly, 
as far as our poor weak apprehe nſions can diſ.era and judge, we muſt inge- 
nuouſly profeſſe , that we cannot but look upon the publiſhing of this Nar- 
rative, as a puniſhment from heaven judic ally inflicted upon him by his own 
hands; eſpecially when we remember that bai barous diſreſpect whichonce he 
manifeſted unto rboſe Chriſtian admon tions in the name of Chr:ſt, and ac- 
cording to th: Rule of the Golpel, ſent unto him from one that is now with 
God ; the firſt of which ſhe toſd the Mſſenger) he had caſt into the fire; the 
later, unworthy of a Martyrs death, he rcſerved for the Jakes; which un 
heard of incivilitics, how theſe letters have deſerved (when they ſhall come 
forth into the light, as we have reſolved they ſhall, it our Reply to this Pam - 
phlet do not too far over flow thoſe beunds we have purpoſed to conkine it) we 
ſhall leave to any that ever had the leaſt experience of the bleſſed breathings 
of Gods Spirit upon their hearts and fouls (when they have read) to judge. 
And however the man paſſe for a Pol. titian among us, and ſeems very well 
acquainted with that Machiay;Il.an precept Audacter calummare alu uid heres 
bis: yet can we never ſuppolc, but to the Churches of Chriſt the Magiſtracie 
and Miniſtery of this Nation ( unto whole grave and p:ous conſideration 
he hath impudently preſented his ſhame leſſe Papers) it will «vidently appear 
wich out any great ſcrutiny, that his mali: c hath cxeeedingly overſhor his wit; 
yea not ithſtanding he hath ſo often told us in the Pulpit, that rhe Propheſie 
K v. 11. 7. of the overcoming and (laying of the two W' itneſſes is now fultil- 
led in England, for that the place is not to be interpreted of a civill, bur of a 
ſpiricuall death, or rather Number; not of a ſlaying with the Sword of. perſe- 
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cut ion, but of proſperity aud do; and this apparently accompliſhed, for chat 
alter a full meal upon the ſpoils of their enemies, chey were both of them 
nov fallen faſt aſleep ; ſo chat *cis like he thought his Papers ſhould have 
caughe them napping, We lay again, notwithſtanding his ſo often grating 
of our ears with this (tor what elſe ſhall we call it) ſeditious diſcourſe, we can 
never ſuppoſe they will ever ſo far forget themſelves as to dream that his re- 
viling is replying , or his endeavoring to cloud the reputat iom of others, to 
be a clearing up of his own. Nay we conceive, when they ſee that he 
cannot for bear his railing in che Preſs, they will take ir for granted he leaves i 
not in the Pulpit: And when they ſhall read Varlet, Brute, Monſter, Lyers, falſe 
ſwearers, Apoſtates, Hypocrites, curſers of the people of God, &c. thoſe other 
ſcandalous and opprobrious names of ſaarling Curs, grunting Swine, ragged 
Rogues, &c. which he is reported, and that upon oath, to have called the in- 
habitants of Taviſtocłꝶ in the it, as is laid down in the third Article of the 
forlorn Hope ( as he mertily calls it) will appeare as unqueſtiogable, as if 
they were written with a pen of Iron, or point of a Diomond. And in fine, 
conclude Frhar to be performed by himſelt , which he mightily inveighes 
againſt, becauſe bur promiſed by another ; cven the making of him- 
ſelf odious among all;luch as are godly, as well Miniſters as Profeſſors of 
Religion in (rhe ſtricteſt ſenſe of that word Profeflor) under whoſe eyes his 
papers ſhall come, | 

There is one thing more that will ſtay us a little at the mouth of this ſepul- 
eher, before we can ſhew you the rottenneſſe within, that ſo furtivis nudata co- 
loribus, having wiped off the paint and yarniſh that the Author hath laid on, 
and pluckr off Ris Samuels mantle (in which this Narrative is conyured up to 
deceive che world it may ſtand forth in its own colours, and appear to be chat 
which indeed it is: and then no doubt unto ſuch as have been deceived by this 
w_ in irs ſneeps cloathing, it will ever after be the more deteſted and ab- 

orred. 
It cannot, certainly, be unknown — ſuch as are not altogether ſtran- 
gers unto the Hiſtory of the former or prelent Age both at home and abroad, 
(though the name of the Church of God be very glorious and highly ho- 
norable among all the Saints) that not onely in the Prophet Feremies time in 
the dayes of old, but even not long ſince allo in Rame, Munſter, yea, and in 
England too, the ſame uſe hath been made ot it by many, that Fiſhers and 
Phyſitians do of their Baits and Sugars, the one to cover his Hook, the 
other his Pills, that this may be ſwallowed by the Fiſh , that by the 
Patient wich the leſſe a- do. But the people of God that have the innocen- 
cy of the Dove, do begin a little (and tis high time they ſhould) to look 
after ſome what of the wiſdom of the Serpent, deat-bought experience 
giving them to underſtand , that as other of Chriſts Counſels ſo neither 
this was ever given unto his people in vain. And therefore now we 
deubt not to affirm, Axnoſa vulpes baud capitur laqueo , they are filly 
Birds that are taken with Chaffe, The underſtanding Reader would be 
loath to ſwallow the Book for the Title Page; bur this State is grown 
5 old, ſo common, that there's no doubt of entrapping ſuch as are jun- 

cious. 
Vet 


37 

Yet leaft this dead Aſatli ſhould prove a rQora into any, theſe three con” 
6lerarions may turn it out of the way, : 

1. We deſire this Narrative may be compared with MF. Laukhams anſwer 
here , and his other writings abroad in the world; and it will manifeſtly ap- 
pear, non 0vum 0vo ſimilivs; he that hath bur the leaſt ing in t 
world to judge of phraſe , ſtile, or | e, muſt neceſſarily conclude this 
whole Pamphlet from firſt to laſt, ro be the ſole iflue and product of Mr. 
Lorkbams turbulent and revengefull ſpirit : they muſt be aileep indeed, chat 
give not this child to irs true parent: and certainhy ſhould that interroga- 
totie be put to chem whoſe name it bears, that David once did unto that wid- 


don of Tekos, mutato tantum nomine in that 1 Sam. 14.19. their reply muſt be 


che ſame with hers ; as thy ſoul liveth, there is none of us can turn to the right 
hand,or tothe left from which is ſpoken; but of that we ſhall have occs 
to ſay more anon. &] : 

2, Bur if argumentum 4 probabili will not ſerve the turn, then no doubt : 
bur his own confeſſion muſt needs pur rhe matter out of all queſtion: and 
therefore not to beat any further about the buſh when the bird firs open, the 
1. of September laſt Mr. Larkbam being at Exon before the Commillioners 
for the ejeRing of Scandalous inſufficient Miniſters &c, by whom he was ſum- 
moned to appear there to anſwer to ſeverall other Articles of groſſe ſcandal 
given in againſt him, he owned the book there before them all, though ſome 
tew hours after when he perceived they began to queſtion him for thoſe many 
Scandalous untruths chere in contained (lome of which had been, and others 
were then and there ready to be proved to his face) in the ſame place, and be- 
tore the ſame perſons he diſowned all again, ſaving only that addition in the 
later end about a baſe child in New England,and(as we remember) the annexcd 
poſt-ſcript : this was fo lately done that it cannot be forgotten, and before ſuch 
perſons of quality that he dares nor deny ir. 

3. We muſt adde, which is ſufficient alone for the confirmation of this truth, 
that ſeverall members of his Church have ingeniouſſy confcfled, that they 
never as much as heard of any ſuch narrative before they ſaw ir to come forrh 
in Print, profeſſing themſelves ro be aſhamed of it, and — it had 
never ſeen the light, and one among the reſt, not the leaſt conſiderable, bei 
demanded how he liked it, did ſo far diſcover his diſrelliſming it, that he rep! ed 
be thought nat a whole dexen of them to be worth a peny : another ſaid he wiſh 


patch 


divers years perſecuted, oppreſſed and oppoſed, in all them endeavours to promote 
Relizion and the publick welfare of that place, by the contrivances, ftirriags, pro- 
ſecutions and aftings of an oppoſite party prevalent in he ſaid place, 


The very purblind heathen, hat had no other light chen the dark glimmer- (. „ 


iaps of their natural ſinteriſis whereby to walk, could yet with much eaſe 
groe 


I. L. K. S.. 
a | hed c. 4. T. I. v. 
Mr. Larkham had ſlept when he made it, and lookt upan it as one of the worſt 5. B. A. D. 
thiags that ever he did; and now when ſuch a deteſtable porter ſtands at F. c, M. T. 
the gate, what hells of wickedneſs may we expect within, and therefore the 7.5. 7,4, 

greateſt courteſie the reader can defire , or we promiſe muſt be a quick diſ- g, F. R. B. 


It hath been the pleaſure of God , ſor ends beft known to his holineſs, justice, and Mr” L. 
wiſdom, to permit a people at Taviſtock in Devon, that deſire to Ive holilj to be for Narraive. 


-[4] 
grope out this truth, that 6g Nee was a comp: chenſive fin, and virtually in- 
cluded all others in it: and hence was it that one of them with ſo much con. 
fidence aflerted , iagratum ſi diæcris omnia dixeris ; how this is appliable ro Mr, 
I. the ſole, and we doubt not in every ones eye, by this time, the un- 
queſtionable author of this wretched narrative ; he that hath but half an eye 
to ſee with may eaſily diſcern , that black one of ingratitude being the firſt 
arrow he drawcth out of his venomous quiver , and makes ready upon the 
ſtring to wound heaven and earth: ficſt he ſeems to bend his bow againſt 
God himſclfe, in an unworthy denyal of thoſe many precious privi- 
ledges, which from the boundleſs ocean of his bottomleſs goodneſs have ſo 
plentitully ſtreamed forth into every part and corner of this Nation, for the 
refreſhment of his people; wherein we likewiſe, though moſt unwarthy, have 
had ſuch a ſhare as ſhould ever i age us with thankful heats ro acknowledge. 
to his glory: and then alſo — it not falling down to the wounding of 
choſe which have been inſtrumental in his hands to be the repairers Gor 
breaches, and reſtorers of pathes to dwell in: in chat they ſhould permit a 
people that defi e to live holily, for ſo many years to live under perſecution, 
oppoſition , and oppre ſſion, and that for no other cauſc then their endeayoring 
to promote Religion, and the publick welfare of the place wherein they dwell; 
and all this when God hath g ven them power, and ability to remedy it: but 
we ſee to what port they arrive at laſt, that throwing over board the rudder 
of a mcek and a quiet ſpirit , ſuffer themſelves to be toſt upon rhe ſwelling 
waves of their own boiſtcrous and foaming paſſions : ſuch freedom and liber- 
ty do we now enjoy to worſhip God, and advance Religion, as we dare 
confidently affirm the glorious Sun never ſaw the Ike in Eagland , fince God 
firſt of all did ſer it in the Firmament of heaven: enough and enough, we 
have of this; nay ſome there are chat conceive too much: as indeed they have, 
that play the wantons withir, as too too many do, the more is the pitty: alas 
what is there more that we can deſire ; may we not meet together, pray to- 
gether , confer together, exhort one another, and what not, that may 
any way advance our ſpiritual welfare, and proſperitie > what dog dares 
open his mouth againſt us, and is not muſled up upon complaint? nay ſee we 
not how God inclines the hearts of many that formerly were enemies to thoſe 
exetciſes among us, comipg in as the daughters of F. ruſalem to the ſpouſe in 
the canticles, profeſſing their defireto ſeck our beloved with us ? and is this 
a time to talk of perſecution, oppoſition , and oppreſſion ; of indeavours, 
nay all indeavours, and that for many years for the promot on of Religion? 
what unwo:thy flying in the face is this, both of Cod, and men ? certainly 
the greateſt perſecut ion that che Miniſters of the Goſpel, and the people of 
God groan under in theſe parts, is the unbridled tongue, and laviſh pen, of 
this ſlanderous Pamphleter: doubtleſs the ing<nuous reader will either think 
the Printer miſtaken in his date, putting 57. for 37. or elle will eaſily be lie vo 
char crime might truely be chaiged on this falſe Naboth , that was tallly on 
the true, 1 Ng. 2 1. 13. But yer if you pleaſe, let us pur our charity upon 
the tenter hookes (as certainly he muſt, chat will put any favourable inter. 
precation on many chinas that arc Preached , and Printed by the Author) and 


concc ive it to be with him, as it is fained of chat maid , which had ſo ** 


husband and not permitted to go abread, as formerly ſhe did; would ſer up her 


[5] , 


her ſelf to that trade of begging , that Hing afterwards married to a wealthy 


husbands ſtooles and chaires in her Chamber, and dayly of them Petition 
for an almes:for having accuſtomed himſelf ro cry out upon perſecution , and 
flion, though he have altered his ſtate , yet cannot his tone bur 
from what fountain derives he theſe bitter ſtreames, or to whoſe doors 
_ "4 this deformed childe; that you may ſee, if you obſerve what fol- 
oweth. | 
which carriage although we cannot be ſo blind as to excuſe it, and acquite it Mr. L. Narr. 
altogether ſrom that enmity that is in men unto the wayes of the Lord and Goſpel 
myſteries : yet had we rather impute it to thoſe unquenchable annimoſities which 
have unhappily been ſet on fire and burn moſt fiercely in the breſt of one eſpecially 
moſt eminent (civillj in that place, 

Solemon-like the Author now aſcends the Throne, calls for the ſword to Aiſw 
divide the childe, and none ſtepping in to defer it, proceeds to execution: ; 
one part though but the leaſt, and that ſomewhar doubtfully too; (for it ſeems 
bis conſcience ſtared him in the face)he bequeathes ro enmity to Religion: the 
other , without any great ado (for where conſcience is nor heard at ene time: 
it will hardly ſpeak che next) he bountifully beſtowes upon one civilly eminent, 
though with far more ingenuity , and leſie diſhoneſty , having firſt ot all 
ſlain it he might have fathered ir himſelf: but where he is minded to abuſe 
he takes up Hannibals motto, au viam faciam,aut inveniam. Vet were it to be 
admired , had he not ſhaken hands with civillity , that he ſhould deal ſo un- 
ciyilly with one whom he acknowledgeth to be civilly eminent; as to inſtance 
ſome few particulars among many others, ſometimes he calls him the yourhful 
Fehu in the head of a party, which knowes not God; and this in Print, as 
you may ſee in his boek called the wedding Supper. Sometimes he makes a 
jeere of his perſon , (or rather of his Maker) for want of other talk: at other 
times, he ſports himſelf with his civil eminencie ( as he calls ir here) telling 
the people in the Pulpit, that an Eſquire is but a ſbield haave , and armiger 
a Souldiers boy that uſed to carry his Maſters arms after him; nor ſtayes he 
here, bur hath uſed his endeavour to rid him alſo of his eſtate, and would 
faine have made him a delinquent, when the tenderneſs of his age would 
ſcarcely have permitted him to underſtand what it meant: nay ſo unquench- 
able are his animoſitics,and(being ſer on fire) burn ſo fiercely in his breſt, that 
he cannot ſuffer the very bones ot his anceſtors to ſleep quiet ly in their graves; 
as you may read in his third Sermon on the wedding Supper; but we muſt mend 
our Pace. 

Alas God knowes we are loath to provoſe, it ianot the intent of theſe Papers ſo Mr. I. Nat, 
to do, 

Can any man in the world that reads theſe ſcandalous aſpetſions, which Auſw. 
run as blood in the veines through the whole body of this libelous Pamphlet, 
be ever ſo far beſotted, as to conceive a poſſibility ef truth in this dreadful ap- 
peal ? bur this is ſo uſuall with Mr. Lay, that cuſtome ( it may be feared) 
hath eaten gut even the very conſcience of it: rake an inſtance or two among 
many others; having been at Exon with the Commiſſioners for ſequeſtrations, 
he informed againſt — of the Town for their delinquency in the late _ 

an 
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and procaved an Agent to come bt; on purpoſe to Sequeſter their eſtates: 
but perceiving how it was diſrelli ſnt, not onely by the Town, but by them alſo 
who were joyned in Church fellowſhip with him ; that he whoſe work it was 


ruining of their eſtates; they being ſuch onely as he was diſpleaſed withall 
againſt whom he complained; tor he might have informed alſo againſt 
many others: The very next Lords day when he came into the Pulpit he 
had theſe words or to this effect, there is a report abroad in Town 
among ſome (as I hear) that we go about to take away their eſtates 
and bring them into trouble ; God knowes what ever good lies in our power 


eſtates, we call God to witneſs, it was never our intent. Being queſti. 

oned afterwards by Foſhua nf tbber now with God (the very name 2 whom 

is ſweet and precious, among all the people of God in all the country 

round about;) who at that time was an elder in the Church, (though af- 

rerwards upon his death-bed where he rung him ſuch a peal in his cars as 

was hoped would never have been forgotten ; ) being utterly diſſatisfied in 

the man he laid ir down ; being queſtioned ( we ſay ) by this precious 

Saint, who knew what he had done, for this ſad appeal, he told him 

that he might very ſafely ſpcak what he had delivered in che Pulpit 

( notwithſtanding all that he had done with the Commiſſioners before) 

and doubred not but that he would be of the ſame minde with him, 

were he any thing skilled in the termes of Logick, telling him that he 

was to diſtinguiſh between Finu oper, & finis operantu „ now ſaid he 

you know it was not finis operantis, I propoſed no ſuch ching unto my 

ſelf in the undertaking of that journey, bur other buſineſs of mine 

own enely ; indeed it was finis operis, by reaſon of my occaſional meet- 

ing with the Commiſſioners for Sequeſtration in my way. But to give 

you another of a latter date, ro look no further back then Seprember 

laſt when he was in Ex0z before the Committee for cjc&ion , &c, he 

made another ſuch appeal ro God calling him to witneſs that he 

HI> never knew what Ninihammer (a name that he had called the people in 
the Pulpit ) meant; and yet Edmond Fowell Eſq; Judge of the Seſſions 

there held at that time for the County of Devon, and Mr. Nicholas 

Horſ man, being examined upon their oathes by the ſaid commiſſioners, 

did depoſc that Mr, Lar. told them the fignification of it was nine times 

worſe then a cuckold: O what credit can he expect that his words 

ſhould find that is ſo regardleſſe of his oathes : little conſcience makes 

that man of what he ſayes, that cares not what he ſwears; other ſad 
inſtances of like nature could we give, but we muſt on. But upon what errand 

comes this Screech-owle abroad into the light, it followes in the next words. 

Nr. L. Narr. But rather to plead our innocency and io give ſatisfaft.on to the people of God 
% whom the report of our ſtir's, breils ſor theſe eight vr nine years laſt paſt 

bath come, and likewiſe io beg heir prayers for us, and their advice and 

ceunſel to us, that we may do nothing, offenſrue,xacomely or of ill report, & tc. 

Anſwer. Alas the day that cver any man that pretends but to the uſe of his unde- 
ſanding , much more one that layes claim to ſuch an eminency of Jearn- 

ing, 


to endeayour the ſalvation of their ſouls, ſhould ſo maliciouſly ſer about the 


we ſhall readily do it for them with all our hearts; bur to rake away their 
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ing, that talkes of having Univerſitie degrees, and a gown on his back, 
before many of his neighbour Miniſters could well read E-:gliſh; ſhould ever 
make ſuch a palpable diſcovery of his raſhneſs and folly ; as to the ſlendereſt 
apprehenſion (when it ſhall be conſidered , how unlikely his means are 
for the artaining of his ends ) will moſt evidently appear; for firft of all, 
he expects that ir ſhould plead his innocency : ſuch a ftrange ſight 
would well indeed be worth a penny the ſeeing, ſurely this muſt be ſome new- 
found Logick never heard of till dropt from Mr. Lar, pen; who would ever 
have thought that the contraction of more guilt would ever have 
been given as a Reczpe for the * oft of ſuch as is already on; this 
is as if a thief ſhould cur a purſe ro prove himſelt innocent of that 
Felony for which he is arraigned, One thing which he is accuſcd for is, that 
he hath an unwaſht mouth, and is a common rayler in the Pulpit : calling the 
people Ragged Rogues, ſuar ling cuis , devils diſh clouts exc, to plead himſelt 
guiltleſſe of this, he calls them varlet, bruite , monſter, in the Prefle. 
Another thing that he is charged with, is notorious hing: and to plead 
himſelf innocent of this, he Prints a bundle, as will appear anon: 
belike he minded the proverb, and thought clauum clave petere to be a 
piece of policy: but however this ſeem a novelty ro ſome ; his practice for 
divers years can witneſs in his behalf it hath been none with him, Another 
thing expe&cA is, that it give ſatis faction to all the people of God; bur in 
what rel5.:3- doth it diicover him any way ſenſible of his former miſcarriages- 
doth ©: ./.-nifcſt his repentance for them, or promiſeth ir any hopes of reforma- 
tion ſot the time to come ? If fo, no queſtion it will be courteouſly inter- 
tained , and bid heartily welcome by every one that is ſincerely godly , but 
alas this Narrative brings no ſuch newes, tis meere ſpeechleſſe indeed as to 
any ſuch diſcourſe, but what then? can there no ſatkfaction at all be ga - 
thered from it; oh yes: and that abundantly indeed, ſome what like for meaſure 
though far different for matter unto that which the Queen of Sheba received 
in her conference wich Solomon; making it evidently maniſeſt, that thoſe 
many ſad reports of his unchriſt ian conveefation{which fame had brought unto 
their ears) wete not yet the one half of thoſe which his own Narrative layes 
open to their eyes. The next thing it brings is his bill to be prayed for, and here- 
in we deſite to become humble ſuiters tor him, and in his name, unto all 
ſuch as are any way prevalent at the throne of grace, to joyn with us in this 
requeſt to God; that he would mortifie his corrupt ions, ſubdue his paſſions, 
and make to be that in tiuch which he would fain be in profeſſion and in 
ſhew ; that ſo he may no longer be a ſcandal to the Goſpel , a diſgrace to 
hi, calling, or a ſtumbling block unto ſuch as are yer ſtrangers to Religion. 
The laſt ching it pretends to come for, is advice and counſel, which we 
ſhonld as eatneſtly deſire might be granted him as the former, could we 
look upon it as any other then an empty flouriſh, fad experience having ſuf- 
ſiciently convinced us that all endeavours aud attempts of this nature, 
have not cncly been fiuitlefle and ineffectuall as unto him, bur alſo 
rinprofitable , yca prejadicial unto every one that ever we have knowa 
to have adventured thereupon : witneſs his ſuſpenſion of ſeventeen then mem- 
bers of his Church in his ewn Houle 5 a Clap, that with al} —_— 
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and tenderneſs of afteRion did 2dmoniſh „or rather beſeech him to forbear 


thoſe idle ſtories, impertinent digreſſions, particularizing invectives in the 


Pulpit, that begar laughter and diriſion in ſuch as were prophane;and ſhame 
and bluſhing in every gracious face. We might mind you allo of a grave 
and ſolid admonit ion given him by fourteen Minifters at one time in Tavi- 
flock , to preach the truth as ir is ia Jeſus, &c, But what that ſucceſſe was 
which attended their endeavours; thoſe ſquibs and jeers which for many 
moneths after were ſo palpably glanced at them in moſt of his Sermons, 
may ſadly enough, bur ſufficiently declare, For particular inſtances of good 
counlell to him, and its bad entertainment from him, a large Caralogue _ 
be given in, Conſiderable is that of Edmond Condy, then an Elder of his 


Church, who carneſtly adviſed and entreated him the evening before the A 
approaching Lords day, to preach the fincere milk of the Word, and not 


mix and corrupt it with his own boiſterous paſſions , as formerly he had done : 
bur with what ſucceſſe? Truly the next morning he made himſelf merry with 


it in the Congregation, telling the people that his low-ſpirited neighbours. 


came with another ſuch deſire unto him, as the Diſciples ro Chriſt, John 11. 
8. where how ridiculouſly he paralleld their deſires, and deſcanted upon 
them, would but blot roo much of our paper, and be too great a treſpaſſe 
upon the Readers patience, to trouble him with the Relation. Time would 
fail ſhould we mention the unwearied endeavours of chat eminent Saint Jo- 
ſua Fcbber (one whom the vileſt wietches in the Town did reverence for his 
picty and unreproveable converſation) by his many prudent , pious, and ear- 
neſt counſels, exhortations, and requeſts , to meeken his turbulent, tinder- 
like ſpirit , all which no more tended to the mollifying of him, then doth the 
fire to the lofraing of the Bricks: The alone harveſt that he reaped from this 
Rock whercon he plowed, being onely the jecring epithet of, his grave EL 
der: ſo chat at laſt he gave inthis as the reſult of all, That diſſwaſions were 
ſo far from blunting, as that they put an edge upon his paſſions , proving ra- 
ther a ſpur ro quicken,then a bridle to reſtrain them. The ſame experience 
upon the like endeavours, occaſioned chat advice unto thoſe that ſurvived him, 
by another prerious Saint that went to heaven after him: The mau zs paſt re- 
proof, leave him to God. Other like inſtances we could give you in abundance , 
but ab ungue leonem. So that to return andſhut up this, we ſhall onely tell you 
again, that we ſhould moſt affectionatly intreat the granting of his de- 
fire, did not other mens harms make us the more caurelous of being urgent 
petitioners with him in this requeſt, for (the man being the ſame) we have 
the ſame reaſcn to fear, that their pretious Balms would break his head: 
the ir pearls be but trampled on, and themſelves rent, as others heretofore 
upon the like attempts. Hitherto you ſee he hath onely prefaced: Now he 
proceeds to his Narrative, and thither let us follow him, 


ne lived divers years in a ſad vacancy of the means of ſalvat ion and 


ordinances, by reaſon of the removall of aur ſormer Mini ſter Mr, George Hughes 


ts Plymouthgtea miles. diſtant from us. 
Pardon us, good Reader, if we ſtay you a little, while (Zeſeph-like ) we 
turn alide ro ſecka place to weep in; Cur leves lequininr iugentes * : 


4 


laſtly, 1 


'Y upon chat glorious condition, in which once we 
we hang up our Harps.) may we ſtrike in with the Poet, Nos fuimus Troes, 


5 | [937% + 


And here with bleeding hearts and over-flowing r cannot but refle& 
4 


ood, ſadly ſadly (though 


Ah poor Teviſiock | how plentifully did the pretious Manna of Goſpel- 


| myſteries, diſtill once about thy Tents > How thankfully were the very 
4. Crumbs pick: up by the hungry Saints in all the Countrey round about, 


v hich then fell from thine abounding Table? Bur mſerum eſt fuiſſe fe- 
flies, The bloody warres removed our Candleſtick from us, and Mr, 


Hughes is gone. But that wound needs no lancing that bleeds a-freſh 
pon every touch: Then were we fed wich the Kidneys of the Wheat, 


3h hat now have, many times, ſtones in ſtead of bread; Neu quantum hac 


be, &c. 
4 "we ofien beſought the Lord that our eyes might once ſee ſuch a publick 
Teacher as we might take comfort in. 
And yet he writes in a Letter to Mr, Stuckley and Mr. Bartlet; for how- 


erer he would bear the world in hand that he never ſaw it (which we 


cannot but look upon as a notorious untruth , and ſo muſt every one elſe 
that hath but his eyes in his head, and compares it with his Narrative) that 
they, at leaſt the greateſt number, are the ſeals of his Miniſtery, and if 
| fo, then certainly, at that time, they little knew what it was to ſeek the 
Lord, nor can be conceived to deſire , by any one that is acquainted with 
ite work of grace, to ſee ſuch a publick Teacher as the Town formerly en- 
joyed: Oportet mendacem eſſe memorem. 


Mr, L, Nar, 


nſw, 


It pleaſed our gracious God to hear us, nd to [end us, by bis providence, L. Nar. 


the Regiment of Sir Hardreſſe Waller, having their head Quarters in our 
Town , one whom the Lord hath been pleaſed to keep almoſt miraculouſly 
among us for many years, notwithſtanding the wrath of pride, ſilence 
of nexghbour- Miniſters, and ſcandalous reports thick aud threefold that have 
aſſaulted him. 


The laſt newes you heard was, our Miniſter was gone, and now it Anſw, 


acquaints us of another that's come; Concerning whom firſt , he layes 
down the procuring cauſe of his coming amongſt us, as he would have 
sto believe: ſecondly, the occafion, which he imperfectly relates. And 
laſtly, his continuance , which muſt claim kindred. to a miracle, or the 
man will be angry. We ſhall onely glance at theſe and away. 

To the firſt we muſt crave leave to enter a demur, That which he 
would have us look upon as the return of prayer, is reſolved by 
many, that are eminently godly, into the puniſhment of our 

nes, particularly our unthankfulnefle for, and unfruitfulnefſe 
under that Soul-ſcarching Miniſtery we formerly enjoyed. As to the 
next, we muſt minde you that his Narrative (ro ſpeake the moſt 


. | favourably of ic) is. notoriouſly imperfect: For though the ſetling 


of the Head quarters of Sir Hardreſſe wallers Regiment in the Town 
for ſome Weckes „may be taken in by rhe by; yet the canſa frac 
Jua non, was his turning out of his Chaplains place by the Councell 
& Warre at Plymouth , for animaring diſtempers among the Souldi- 
ers, and other high miſdemeanours, whereof he was then and there 
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found guilty z as by che ſentence of the Councel of Warre more at 
large it doch and may appear; a copy whereof we ſhould here inſert, but 
that we reſerve it for its proper place: for his wrath of pride, you may 
hear more of it anon, But why he ſhould be angry at the filence of his 
neighbour Miniſters, ſeemes indeed worthy to be marvelled at, ſecing he 
can in no wiſe be ignorant of rhis , that che ir ſpeaking would much more 
diſpleaſc him, than their filence : bur ſome ſheets of Mr. Gove now made 
ready for the preſſe will determine this ; however that which he reckons 11 
ſuch an injury from them, would they thankfully embrace as a courteſe 
from him, might ir yet at — pleaſe him to gratific them with it. At 
for thoſe reports of his ſcandalous converſation , did he inſtance in 
particulars , ſome anſwer would be given: but that not done, this onely 
we return; that though to our knowledge there are but too too many of 
them true, yet we fhall eaſily grant that ſome alſo may be falſe ; but 
wretched people are they that will ſeek our for lies when they may ſurfei 
with truthes. 

M. L. Nar. Neither ſhould ordinary injuries and abuſes have opened our mouthes ts 

complain, or ſtirred our pens to write, had we not perceived that even 
brethren and men in power, that pretend to know much of God, and to aft 
highly for the ad-,."ncement of the Kingdom of Chriſt had alſo joyned ( alas 
againſt us though we hope unwittingly , and great abuſe ſhewed them ſron 
ſuch as care little, the Lord pity them,w hat they ſay or ſwear. 
Aufm. If by brethren , and men in power, he mean ſuch Magiſtrates, and 

'- * * Miniſtersas live any thing near us, we cannot bur publiſh to the world that 

he highly ſlanders them, Many there are even in this County, through 
the good hand of our God upon us, both of one, and other that can be 
contented through Chriſt that ſtrengthens them, not to account their lives 
too dear to be ſtaked in and for the cauſc of Chriſt & intereſt of his people. 
If he means ſuch as he had to deal with in London, to whom afterwards he 
mentions the making of his addreſles: we muſt tell him again, that for 
many of them though we know not their perſons, yer their names are preci- 
ous in the Churches of Chriſt; nor will they eaſily be thought to ſpeak or 
do any thing againſt Chriſt, whoſe unwearicd labours ( in thoſe e laborate 
pieces which they have preſented unto the world) do ſo eminenth pro- 
claim their affectionate deſires of keeping up his intereſt , and dignity, 
in the Nation. But what innocencic ſo conſpicuous ? whoſe name ſo un- 
blemiſhed > which the black teeth of malicious calumniation will not ad- 
venture to ſeaze upon > but why lurks he thus in generalls, why names he 
not the particular individuall perſons, and then doubt leſſe being of agg 
ſufficient they would anſwer for themſelves, 

The troubles that our Minifter have ſuffered have been many and grtat, and 
many of us have, beſides a ſympathy common to us all, felt the effetts of mens 
malice, pride, and profaneaeſs in a very great meaſure , witneſſe thoſe cat 
ventings, bindings over to Seſſions and Aſſizes, indictmenis, unjuſt laying 
of rates aud taxes, oppoſitions in Pariſh meetings of cquall and quſt yo 
poſalls, turning honeſt men ut of placts of imployment, no cauſe being alledged, 
abſtu ut ing in their lead wicied, idle,drnnken perſons ; and gentrally 1 1 


L. Nar, 
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ood that Sxriptuye ſaying , be that abſtaineth From wickedneſs maketh hin- 
af a prey. | 
Ic might eaſily have been ſuppoſed (but that he hinted to the Commit. 
Goners not zorg ſince that he was a man of his hands and ſfo*ſcorns ſuch 
a remedy) that he had lately made a declaration againſt ſome ane, upon an 
ation of aſſault, and battery. For how ever he calls not of ſwords, ſlaves 
hives, Guns, clubs and Pitet, with Threat, beat, wound, and evil intreate. 
et makes he uſe of as many words, to as little pur poſe, as will appear anon. 
We ſhall therefore take abroad this great chacge, and then anſwer to its parts. 
The firlt ching he complains of, is conyentings , bindings over to Seſſions 
and Aſſi zes, and indictments „ all which relates bur unto one buſineſs, of 
which you may take this brief account. Mr, Lay, left the place for ſome 


eight or nine moneths, went into Cumberland, took the care and charge 


' & another people; the Church vrite to him ta return: he tels them he js 


better where he is, hath received neer about an hundred pounds for Preach - 
ing there; deſires them to weigh his condition, give over their ſure, and 
look out for another. This was done: they A, him a diſmiſſion, and 
wrice for a reſignation of the Earl of Bedfords preſentation , that another 
might be procured, Upon the receipt of this, away comes Mr, Lar, again 
for Taviſtack ; comes from Octhampton, twelve long miles, the Lords day in 
the mornin Fos to Church, finds the doors ſhut, ſends for a bar of iron, and 
with che aſſiſtance of ſome others, breaks them open. For chis, he and ſome 
others were convented before a Juſtice of the peace, and bound over at tho 
gener all Seſſions; it being a matter of ſome diſſiculty (he having his pre- 
ſentat ĩon unte ſigned) it is tranſmitted to the Aſſes: there he and his aſ- 
fins are indicted for a riot: he enters a traverſe, and by the mediation 
of ſome friends, that thought it only.a miſdemeanor ; they were acquitted 
of = riot, and came home again, Wee! I make no comments ket wiſe men 
1 . 

The next thing is, opoſition in Pariſh meetings of equal and juſt propo- 
ſals, which had he mentioned in any particulars , and evidenced to be 
ſo, he had ſaid ſome what; in the mean time the reader can look up- 
on it as no other then ſo many words put in to make up a ly—ne. 

The next out- cry made is the unjuſt laying of rates, and taxes; true 
indeed it is that our rates and taxes have been many and great as on other 
places, and if he count the laying or impoſing of theſe taxes unjuſt, you 
ſee then whom he raxeth for theſe taxes, we have no other then all parts of 
the Country have in common with us, but if he mean unjuſt only in regard 
of an unequal diſtribution according to their eſtares upon particular per- 
ſons then nor to mention the liberty of complaining to the Commiſſioners, 
where they may be heard for the monethly taxes, or to the Juſtices of the 
Peace that have the 1eRifying of all others , we dare confidently affirm 
that he can hardly mention one rate or tax for the raiſing of money upon 
this Town and Pariſh for theſe many years, wherein one at kaſt (ſomerimes 
more; nay often the major part of) the aſſeſlours, have not been mem- 
ders of his lociety: and hat reaſon then of this complaint; may not the 


world ſee his accuſations are brought in by number and not by weight; 2 
or. 
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for himſelf he hath as ſmall reaſon to complain as any man in Exgland, 
having ſcarce paid twenty ſhillings to all rates and taxes whatſoever , fince 
firſt he came to have his reſidence amangſ us. | . 

As to his laſt charge of turning honeſt men out of places of imployment,epc, 
ſbectatum aumiſſs : what do you think this place of imployment ſhould be 
which ſo nettles the man? truely Sirs no other then that of be ll. ringer of 
the Town, whoſe pay is juſt twenty ſhillings pcy annum, and as We have heard 


the man that had it was weary of it long age, and purpoſed to keep it but 


one moneth longer untill his quarter was ended; but yet is diſmiſſed u 


this occaſion ; he was ſent for by the Churchwardens to ſpeak with them, 


his wife tells them he was at bowls and could not come;and * 
put two others in his roome, for whoſe honeſty and ſobriety let hi 
expect our apologie, they are poor men, do their work, and have their wages: 
and is not this a tale of a cock and a bull, to be put in Print and preſented 
to the Magiſtracy and Miniſtry of the nation? this is playing at ſmall game 
indeed. Nay ſo far is this crimination from the leaſt ſhadow of truth, that 
to this very day, of thoſe that yer joyn with him; one is an Eight man of 
the pariſh , two Conſtables , one an over- ſeer, two Wardens of the poor, 
five truſtees for the Pariſh Lands, and his own daughters husband keeyer 
of the Bridewell. And now whether this be the making goed of that 
Scripture ſaying, he that abſtaineth ſrom wickedaeſs maketh himſelf a pre); 
we leave to any in the world to judge. So that you ſee parturiuut montes, 
c. but whatever is pretended the ſhoe wrings not here, as appears by that 
which followeth. 

But of all afflictions none comparable to this, that upon the detainment of the 
livelihood of Mr. Tho: Larkbam our pu »lick teacher , by the contrivances of 
the enemies of God and goodneſs, he flies for ſuccour and reparation to ſuch af 
can and ought to right him, he is uſed as poor ſheep that come to thorny buſhes 
for ſhelter ,who have not onely their ficeces taken at leaſt in part, but alſo their 
very fleſh rent and torn on their bodies, ſo hath he been once and again dealt 
withall by ſuch as Sat haus wiles and mens malice and ſubtilty have made to 
act; though we are apt to hope againſt their principles, ¶ they knew it, evtn 
againſt the Lord Teſus Cbriſt his crown and ſcepter at Taviſtock. 

Eaſily may the reader here perccive (had he no other evidence) that the 
former our-cry-hath more noiſe then truth by Mr. Lar. own confeſſion ; ot 
elſe certainly he little values cke ſufferings of his people, ſo himſelf be free: 
this is as clear from the very Narrative, as if it were written with a Sun 
beam upon a wall of marble : all their conventings, bindings over to Sefli 
ons, and Aſſizes,indi&ments,unjuſt rates, and taxes, oppoſitions in Pariſh 
meetings, turnings out of imployments &c, are none of them all compa- 


rable to this of the detainment of Mr. Lar, augmentation , (which nevet 


any Miniſter in Taviſtock en joyed before him,) ſo true is that of an em 
nent Divine, no man could ever ſo diſſemble his heart, bur that ſometime 
ir might be found at his rongues end. As for that out cry of mens malice, 
ſubrilry , pride, ꝓtofaneneſs, &c. doubtleſſe the reader by this time {ces 


them to be no other. then the Authors black oratory ,' made uſe of for the 
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ingenuous Chriſtian , that the derain 


nt of Mr, Lar, augmentation 


(againſt whom ſo many horrible miſcarriages are laid in, and proved , rill 
ſatisfact ion be given, and ſome change evidenced) will ever be lookt up- 


on as acting againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his crown,and ſcepter in Taviſtock, 


But who ſees not his pen to be laviſh as his 

For whereas in the compoſition of Sir John Glanvill, the rectory of Lamer- 
ton the next Pariſh to Taviſtock is eaftoff:d to certain tru ſtecs for uſes , the 
firſt and principal whercof & for the raiſing the firſt fifty pounds out of it for 
the preaching Miniſter of Taviſtock for the time being, to be yearly paid for 
cver; which alſe divers years hath bcen paid to Mr, Larkham , occaſion is 
taken from az o/ dinance of the Proteftor and Counſel,to bring the rectory into 


be hands of the publick truſtees for pions uſes ſitting at int ſimin ſler, and a pro- 
bibit ion iſſued out to ſtop payment of any mony raiſed out of the ſaid rectory, 


without ſpecial order from (hem, whereupon Mr. Latham our Miniſter 
makes hi addreſſes to the ſuid Truſters , and hath ace ſſe and audience, and 
this anſwer;that he get the ſcoſſuent deed, and ſhew his title, which accordingly 
being done, and his right evident, he being many years azo preſented by the 
Patron,and confirmed by an order of the Committee for plundred Minifters; 
yet it is farther ſaid by the clerk to the foreſaid Publique Truftces, that he muſt 
make his addreſſe to the commiſſioners ſor approbation of publich Preachers ſit- 
linz at Whit-ball : thus alſs was done. 

All this while he hath been rowling,as the ſtone towards its center; thi- 
ther is he come at laſt: and how cloſe he ſtickes > all other d. ſcoui ſe muſt 
quit the ſtage, that his augmentation our of the tithes of Lamerton may 
act irs part. And hear we cannot but wonder at the impudence of the 
man, who had he but one bluſh yer left him in his face, would ne ver 
have preſumed ſo publ.kely to diſcover unto the view of the world, how 
manifeſtly his praiſes ate contradifory to his principles: nor is —— 
chat any m an in joying his underſtandinꝑ, ſnould not eaſily be perſwaded to a 
ready concurrence with us in the ſame opinion, if we one ly mind him, chat 
this Mr. Lar. (hear that tels us of ſo many long journeyes to London ſuch 
addreſſes to truſtees, and Commitſioners , which he hath made for the 
procuring of 50. pounds per annum augmentation out of the tithes of Lamer- 
ton) is that ſelf ſame man chat in the year 1656, even then when he was 
hunting after the Comm iĩiſſioners for the procurement thereof;did he ſer forth 
a book which he ded ĩcated to the Loꝛd Piotectoi ʒand chalenged any Divine 
or Lawyer, otherwiſe judgemented, to anſwer; wherein he confidently layes 
down this as his main poſition, and fortiſies it with many arguments, that 
Tithes as now paid are ſinfully exacted and received that the payment of them 
tha way, is inj urious, burdenſome , and ſacrilegious; or at leaſt a hinder- 
ance of Chriſtian duty according to Gods Law, as you may read pag. 6. and 
again, that he is perſwadid that the preſent payment of tithes is a gricvance to 


Mr, L. Narr. 
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this Commonealth , a propagating of antichiiſtian ſacriledge, an oppreſ< - 


ſing of the Saints, an inſnariaz of their canſciences, ec. pag. 13, nay as they 

ate challenged,are rather paid tothe devilthen to Gad, p. i 1. and that is the duty 

of the Maziſtrage to take away thoſe burd'ns and ſnares that lie upon the "_ 
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and conſciences of the godly of -* „and make them unable to diſcharge 
their moral duties, & c. pag. 14. and fhu's up all, at C:to did bis 6: ations Ex 
ſemper diruendam ctie Carthaginem: ſo that by any means tithes as naw Day 
able of all ſocts, root and branch, are by authority ts be tak:n away,u the judge. 
ment of T. L. pag, 28.29. with much more to the ſame purpoſe, as is evident 
to ach as have read it, and when he comes poſitively to determine pag. 15 
Chriſtians ( ſaich he,) ought to give tithes, where they enjoy the benefit of 
labours fiom him or them to whom thy pay their tithes, ec. and yer oh 
wonderlul I this ve: y man is ſo excecdinaly diſpleaſed with all thoſe that 
have any way obſtruged his receiving of 50. pound yearly out of the tithes 
of Lamertoꝝ (where ſurcly he is not owned for their Paſtor , yea never as 
much as preached one Sermon among them in all his life) chat he chargeth 
them as actois againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his crown and ſcepter at 
Tavijock ; oh with what face can he exclaim againſt the Miniſters as men 
that had rather ſcive the ſtate for viſible ſtipende, then Feſus Chriſt upon 
Scripture pay, as he doth pag.33. whereas hiniſclf rather then ler lach a 
ſtipend go, makes no bones to hold it in ſuch a way as he teſtifics unto 
the world under his own hand, he i perſwaded to be a grievance to 
the Commonwealth, 4 propagating of antichriſtian ſacriledge , as oppreſſing 
and enſuaring of the Saints. yea a taking of it from the very devil. hin- 
{elf Oh if he that bur doubteth x damned, if he eat, as the Apoſtle tels us, 
Rom. 1 4. 23. what doth he think will become of him, chat doth that very 
thing himſelf, which he tells the world he is ſo ſully perſwaded in his 
own conſcience to be ſo horribly wicked > had he onely ſaid it in 
the Pulpit though before at leaſt a thouſand witneſſes, no doubt bur 
he would tell the reader it were falſe and opprobrious, as he doth here- 
after; aud call us abſurd and abuſive lyars for aflerting it. Bur theſe 
things are in Print publiſhed to the world under his own hand, both one, and 
other; ſo that ihould he ſtop any mans ears, ſo he pluck not out his eyes, we 
defire no more. 

And a Petition with an atteſtation preſented ia the name of Mr. Larkbam, 
our reverend and godly Miniſter , though net by him: for both he and we 
thought Ins long labouring in the Miniſtery , and faithfull acting in the 
Commonweal:h above many of his rank and employment , known ſuf- 
ficiently, and godly unbleamable converſation, would have gottt en an eaſie and 
peedy paſs. 

You ſec to what hard ſhifts the man is driven at laſt, for though 
he cannot be ignorant of that common ſaying , tua laus ſordet ia ore 
tuo: yet becauſe he dwells by bad neighbours(as he would have the world 
believe) that will not (ſaith he) but cannot ( ſay they) ſpeak any th ink to 
his praiſe: he pluc kes up a good ſtamack, and commenderh himſelf; and 
ſo exactly doth he perform it, that we are verfly perfwaded , could he get 
but two or three godly Miniſters in al} England, chat would but teſtiſie 
half ſo much of him, as he doth here of himſelt,his augmentatien our of the 
tiches of Lamerton had been paid him ere now, and we had been quiet 


while he was telling his mony, Fe 
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But the Commiſſioners, ſome of them, bad letters, and informations of articles 
that had been exhibited to the Committee for plundred M niſters (whilft ii was 
in being) and one of them talks of to baflards , one in New England, and 
another in old England. . 

And is ic not enough this is talkr of by one, unleſſe ir be publikely blabd 
of and reported to all ? oh ſad ! hundreds we are perſwaded (among us) 
never heard of more then one, untill this pratling Narrative brought 
them newes of anether: but if men cannot keep their own counſel and 
their rongues within their teeth, ther's no body can help it, they 
may thank their own folly : all that we ſhall ſay to it will be onely this, 
there needs not any torture to enfo1ce us to believe, that thoſe birds 
which love not their own neſts, are likely enough co lay their eggs in 
others. 

And another talkes of curſin one in publique and much a ds. 

But makes he no more a do of cut ſing men in publique? we knew before, 
he doth not in his paſſion , but that afterwards in cold bloud he ſhould 
talk of ir ſo ſlightly ; is ſuch a horrible wickedneſſe that we neyer durſt con- 
ceive him guilry of, had he not here publiſhed ir to the world, But certain- 
ly this laſt Commiſſioners information fell much ſhort of truth, ( twere ſad 
if the others ſhould do ſo too) for in ſtead of curſing one, he might have 
named three, The firſt of cheſe was Mr. Fohn Pointer, as is hinted in 
the third of the firſt paper of articles, and the eighih of the laſt; and 
how ever he endeavours in his anſwer te colour it over with the publiſh- 
ing of a Church cenſure , yet choſe hundreds that were preſent, may very 
well remember, that after the exerciſe was ended, there was a long 
brable between them about a letter that had been ſigned by ſome of the 
Eight men, and ſent ro ſome one, by William Kedly, alias Pointer, after 
which tis very likely as he grew into a heat, he mighcupbraid him with a 
cenſure,(for which no well ordered Church in England bur will judge him 
worthy ro be cenſured) bur in fine that which was ſworn by ſuch as 
were preſent to be the upſhot of all was, as you have it in the eighth article 


of the laſt paper: that Mr. Lar. ſaid to Mr, Pointer as be was going forth of 


the church, aſtey the exerciſe was ended upon a markee day, at leaſt three or 
four hundred people then preſent, the curſe of God go with thee, The next man 
that he curſed was the old Henry Green , one whom he ſeemed very af- 
fectionatly to reſpect, until ſuch time as(meering with ſuch convictions from 
his own conſcience, for conniving at his —— ; which as he ſolemnly 
rofeſleth he could no longer oppoſe) he ſent him a leiter, acquainting 
im with 13. particular fins,under the guilt of which he ſuppoſed him to lic, 
and therefore defired a Chriſtian ſatisfaction: which ſo netled the haughty 
ſpirit of this ſupercilious man, that two or three dayes after he turns him out 
of the Church: and now this poor decrepid old man upon a Lords dayſ while 
he was Preaching) going out of the Church(as he had often done at other 
times, which was ple:d:d for, by Mr. Lar. when he was in his books, as an 
infirmity ot old age) in a bitter paſſion he uttered theſe words in the Pulpit: 
I was about to tell you of ſome 7 the dcvils ſtratagems, or devices, or a wor 
to that effect, aud now the devil entred into this curſed decrepid old e 
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dijiyib me ia it, and a great many more words to the ſame effect. The laſt 
that we ſhall mention of this ſort, is that moſt wicked Carriage of his up. 
on a Lords day (very lately) towards william Hoie , immediatly after 5. 
vening Sermon, enough to make every car to tingle, that ſhall but heat 
ot the relation. A brief account you may take as followeth. Some con- 
teſt there was about the election of two of the eight men, in the place 
and room of two deceaſed, between Mr. Lar. and others of the Pa- 
riſh; or rather indeed but of one, for the other wss agreed upon, on all 
haads: Mr, Larkbam with ſome others proceed to an election, which the 
others diſown, The next Lords day in the afrer-noun, preſently after Ser- 
mon, (while Mr, La/ ham was yet in the Pulpit) Mr, Lrare acquaints 
with a low voice, che Pariſh of the choice , which Mr. Larkham preclaims 
from the Pulpit in all their ears. To this illiam Horethe Churchwarden 
objected, that the choice was illegall, and chere would ſhortly be another 
election. No ſooner did Mr. Lar. heare theſe words, but with a coun- 
tenance as full of heat and rancor as pailion could make ir, he looks down 
upon i illiam Hore, and with a loud voice uttered theſe words, or to this 
ellect: ij ho are jou? what bave jou to do with it? you are the tail of Auli- 
cbriſt. And then pointing, in a diſdainfull manner, firſt to the roof, and 
then tothe Belfrey, Tus your office to ſtop the holes in the roof, and to mend 
yoadcer Bel-ropes when they are braten, what have you to do in this? And 
preſently after in the higheſt paſſion, and ſuch a gaſtly look as diſcovered 
lufficiencly the rancor of his ſpirit within, he immediatly added, Iu the 
name of our Loyd Feſus Chriſt, I do here excommunicate William Hore of Ta- 


viſtock, commanding and requiring all the people of God in this place, to have 


»0 ſocicty. felomſhip, or communion with him. 

So that now it appears neciſſary ſor the ſaid M. Lar. 16 come to the 
Commiſſioners in per ſou, which accordingly he did; but not being able to bear 
the accuſations and untrue reports of ſlanderous tongucs and pens , his ſpirit 
was moved to ſpeak ſuch words as he hath no cauſe to glory in: for they wire 
paſſionate recriminations and refleftions, which he bath ſince profeſſed his ſor- 
row /or, and darts not juſtiſie bimſelf in. 

We ſhall one ly mind the Reader here, that London is about two hun- 
dred miles diſtant from Tauiſtock, and thither now, it ſcems, M. Lar. 
is gone. (meney making that —— mars which his principles in his 
book of Tythes (to fay no more) hath branded as unlawfull ) how he 
handled the Commiſſioners there, the remercneſs of our habitations from 
thence, hinders us from informing our [elves and others; onely we are con- 
fident it was badly enough, or elſe we had never heard him confeſſing it as 
a fault. He tells us indeed he gave them quid for quo: We know he 1.orns 
to carry coals ro any man: But the confeſſion of a fault being in rhis man 
ſo extraordinary rare, we ſhall forbear taking occaſion from his confeſſion 
ro accuſe him; leſt raking that alſo for a. fault, he ſhould do ſo no 


more. 
Mr. L. Nar. And Mr. Lat: departed ſor that time, with a purpoſe to trouble them 


no more; but upon advice of goc'ly ones his ſriends, he came again, exlubiting 


? a letter 
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a letter from the church ia New. England, concerning their ſatisfaftion accor- 
diag to Rule; and containing alſo ſrvcet bratherly advice to the ſaid It. Lar. 10 
labour and pray for a ſauctified uſe of the afflictive difþenſation, as by the letter 
itſelf appeartth, . 
London indeed is a great way off from us; but Nen · England is ſarther: Anſw. 
And were the Reader put to that cxigent, chat he muſt either believe whac 
he ſayes, or go thithec to find the truth; it were leſſe difficulty ro perſwade 
him unto this, then that, But New- England corner on the Exc ange in 
London, or any Haven Town in the Ceuntrey that holds any trading with 
has parts, can ordinarily furniſh you with enough to ſatisſie any one 
in the man. | 
Alſo he hath obt ained from the now Lord Generall Disbrow,a Certificate of Mr. L. Nar. 
great uſe touching the re ion of the Articles out of the committee aforeſaid, 
in which the ſaid honorable perſoa hath been a ſpecial altor having been at Ta- 
viſtock, and inquiring narrowly into the cauſes of thoſe ſtirs and differences 
that were among i1 us. Z 
But we doubt not but that right honorable perſon ( ſince his laſt coming 4. 
into the Weſt) hath been a great deal more fully informed of the man, 
eſpccially when we remember that full diſcovery of the unſaintlike beha- 
viour, which H illiam Bole ripped up unto his Lordibip upon Roborrom Down: 
As allo his Lo:dſhips referring him to be dealt wich by the Commiſſionets 
for the ejecting of ſcandalous Miniſters in this County of Devon. | 
upon the fal ſecond addreſs he was referred to a Conference with Mr. Z. N. 
Caryl and Mr. Manton, who ſigni fed unto him in the with. drawing Chamber * © 
4 Whire- Hall, veryſweetly and brotherly , that ſome report had come to the 
Commiſſioners cars of ſame pratiiſts and carriages divers years ago, unbeſce- 
ming the Gofpel of Chrift, c. Surely no Chriſtian ſoul can chuſe but approve 
of ſuch behaviour as this was, and no doubt, but ſome ſutable anſwers were 
made to theſe reverend men. 
Surely no Chriſtian ſoul can chu but conclude , that all this ſmoak at Anf. 
top, cannot be without ſome fire at bottome: Theſe words would never 
have di opt from thoſe reverend men here, and thoſe others from them 
which made him ſo angry but now, had there been no other foundation 
then Lis and Slanders (as he would make the world believe) to bottoms 
all thoſe Diſcourſes upon : bur for as much as he names none of thoſe pra- 
Rices and carriages unbecoming the Goſpel of Chriſt which they charged 
him withall ; but oncly tells they were long a go, nor anything of his 
anſwers thereunto returned, but one ly that they were ſuitable; we will 
take his word for preſent , onely deficing the Reader to bear w itneſſe, that 
many years a- go, (which muſt needs be before he came to us) his practices £2) 
and carriages were lookt upon by thoſe pillars of the Church, as unbe- 
coming the Goſpel of Chriſt, ; f 
And the reſult of all was, that they were ſatisfied in many things, hat Mr. Mr, L. Nar. 
L ſhould trouble bimſelf ao more, but ap po nt one about three withs after to 
call wit h the Regiſter? for the lapprobation, ſo ſar as Mr, L. under ſtood 
ibem, as he profeſſth, and we cannot but believe him. 
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Whether this were indeed the relulr or ne, it ſeems by what is ſaid here 
is not yet reſolved ; for either theſe reverend perſons do deny what he af. 
firms, or elſe to what purpoſe doth he ſo ſolemnly profeſs itꝰ ſonithing in the 
wind ſurc there is, what ever it be, which we muſt leave among his Riddles, 
this onely may be obſerved, that what he ſaycs, ſuch as joyn with him 
muſt n: cefſarily believe, who ever ſaith the contrary : And indeed he would 
once have perſwaded ſeven (then members of his Church) next day in the 
morning, that they heard nor thoſe words which he ſpake at ten of the 
clock but the very night before, and told them they ought to believe he 
ſpake them not then, becauſe they heard him to deny them now. 

Mr. L. hereupon having appointed a friend to call with the Regiſer, 
7 alſo to perfect his buſineſs with the Truſtees, afterwards returned 
or Devon. 

Still we deſire ſuch as read, to remember, chat all theſe London journeys 
which he hath made, all that time and labour which he hath ſpent, all thoſe 
projects and contrivances here mentioned, have been one ly in order to the 
getting of 50 pounds per annum out of the Tythes of the Pariſh of Lamerton, 
which according to his own printed principles is a fin in him to take, they 
having a good Miniſter of their own, and would a thouſand times more 
willingly pay them where he himſelf determines them to be due in his 
Book of Tythes, then unto him. 

Not ſuppoſing what ſince fell out, ſor in ſlead of this order to receive hu live- 
lihood, here is an order from the Commiſſioners for e jection of ſcandalous & in- 
ſufficient Miniſters, hung up at his gate(where formerly a horſe head with « 
black cloth about it, and a knave of Spades faſtened to it, haug ing to alittle 
Gibbet had formerly been put) there ſurely was the Commiſſioners Order put 
by one William Hore of Taviſtock , who bad been for bis wicked and un- 
chriſtiaa walking rejected by the people of Gad, and was now united to the open 
enemies of God. to proſecute the ſaid Miniſter , aud oppoſe thoſe very wayes 
which he had formerly for a time walked in as to men, &c. 

The man is now drawing to the cloſe of the firſt part of his Narrative, 
& either ro make the more Raſt. which is poſſible; or elſe ro delude the Rea- 
der, which is far more probable ; he tumbles in things together in heaps, 
ſerting thoſe things that were done fire or ſix years agone, to ftand by t 
fide of that which hardly as yet is a twelve - monechs old. 

As for his being fruſtrated in his expeRarion of his Order from the Tru- 
ſees for his money, which his mind ſo runs upon, we ſhall onely ſay that 


ve think ir juſt, both in God and men, to keep that from him, which he 


profeſſeth to the world he looks upon as ſuch a wickedneſſe to receive; cer- 
rainly by all the light which we have to ſee with, we cannor bur conclude, 
That he muſt either call in his Book, or give over calling for his 
money. ' 

Fel the hanging of che horſe - head, &c. to his gate, which was done #- 
bout five or fix ycars ago, all that we can ſay is, That it was baſcly 2 
wickedly done, and the man that was but ſuſpected for this Roguery, Mas 


very well remembred for it, when afterwards for ſome picking — 


L 1 . 


was committed to the bride well; we could tell you that long fince that time, 
one of our dugs was ſent in among many of us with a great rams horne 
about his neck, when we were at a meeting in one of our houſes to ſeek 
the face of God; but bleſſed be the Lord, chat the enemies to Religion in 
our dayes can onely play the fools: certainly ſuch toyes as theſe are or 
ſhould be bencath a Chriſtians obſervation, bur all rhis is but to make a 
bull- coake of william Here tor the aftrighting of ſuch as are children in un- 
derftanding,that about five yeers after when he had tendred the Commiſ- 
ſionets order with all civ:liry both to his maid and wife who refuſed to take 
it, was ncc<fInared ar laſt (for what elſe thould he do with it) to faſten ir to 
his gate. As for that horrible out · cry againſt the man, and thoſe notorious 
ſlanders here laid to his charge, we muſt crave leave to ſet them by a 
while, till you come to hear him ſpeaking for himſelf, and then if it do 
not appear thar the worſt ſpoke in the wheel crackes firſt , we have loſt our 
aime, Putavi ea de re admonendum cſie te. 
And becauſe the loud noiſe of articles againſt our Miniſter hath made many T. Narr 
prejudiced ones , whom we would be loth to place on the left hand among the : 
goats , to be almoſt deaf ia the other eare againſt all lawful defences that have 
been made, &c.—here followtth a true copy under the hand of John Smith 
regiſter to the commiſſioners of ejection, c. 
Not to hold you long in this preamble to the articles and his Anſw. 
anſwer , we ſhall onely note theſe two things, and away; firſt the noto- 
rious arrogancy of the man , tis as much as he can do (you ſee) to forbear 
placing them among the goats (be they what they will) whom he looks 
upon as men that ate prej id iced againſt him: and then alſo it may 
not be amiſs ro obſerve that mighty ſtreſs he layes upon bis anſwers, 
and his ſwelling expectations | 
that which is gotten upon the wings of report, and the cloſing up the 
many gaping wounds of his reputation among men, ſo as not to leave the 
leaſt appearance of a ſcar, which though indeed confeſſed to be a task ſur · 
paſſing the ſtrength of a verbal diſcourſe, is yet expected to be accompliſh- 
ed upon the appearance of his anſwers, but exitus aa probat. As for his 
method, by Mr, Larkams good leave, we ſhall alter it a little, firſt laying 
down every article by ir felt , and his anſwer under it , that they may be 
better acquainted, and the reader not troubled to turn over ſo many 
leaves to ſeek out his anſwer to any one particular charge in which he would 
willingly be informed, and then ſomething ſhall be annexed by way of 
reply as we ſhall ſee occaſion : this only we ſnall farther minde you before 
ve enter the liſts, chat it may not be expected we ſhould blot ſo much 
paper, or caſt away ſo much time, as would be taken up in tranſcribing 
all choſe impertinent ſtories, and digreſſions interwoven in his anſwers; 
which in themſelves being i hi! ad Rombum, cannot be conceived by ſuch 
as are juditious,to be any otherwiſe uſcful unto him, then to divert them 
_ the matter in hand, as the crying of the Lapwing to draw men from 
is nei}, 


rom them , even the calling in of 
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Articles Exhibited to the Right Honourable the Com. 


mittee for Plundred Miniſters againſt Thomas Lark. 
ham Cler k. 


Imprimis to the title of the firft parcel of articles he ſaith that it 
is not true that theſe five mentioned, are either all or the very ſame 
that were exhibited to the (ommittee for plundred Miniſters ; for 


that three are wholly left ont to wit, theSixth,ſeventh and eight and 


the third, hath an addition c. but whatſoever they were, they were 
fully proſecuted &c. - and this may ſerve for the routing of the 
forlorn hope in this on ſet, &c. 


You ſee the man begins like a man of War, and ſeems better skilled in a 
Captains, then a Chaplains place, but how ever he pretends himſelf a very 
enerous enemy, and will rather Marſhall the forces of his adverſary, then 
urprize them in diſorder;for firſt of all he drawes out our forlorn hope, and 
then the rapſodies, ſome new name this new commander hath got for the 
main body, and laſtly the gible gable,which though no Military terme, muſt 
yet paſſe for a reſerve. As for the fot lorne hope (to uſe a Miniſters terme) 
firſt he falls upon it altogether at once, & as Alex ander the great complained 
for want of more worlds, ſo doth he for want of more articles to conquour, 
and before he comes to joyn battle, he proclaims them routed, vapouring 
over, like another Ceſar with his Vexi, vidi, vici, bur let not him thar girdeth 
on his harneſs,boaſt himſelf as he chat putteth it off; but ſhould it be granted 
he hath routed them indeed, which yet will require two words to the 
bargain, ſuch a victory as this would make but little for his honour, having 
confcſſed himſelf that the fight was long before accompliſhed by Nicholas 
watts , and himſelf comes after like a plundring coward to gather up the 
ſpoils , nay if you will rake notice of his words, he tels us a little at- 
ter, that there needed not any great proweſs either in one or other to cut 
them down, they being all ſo weak har they would have fallen of them- 
ſclves : but though at firſt in a bravado he would fight them all at once, yet 
upon farther conſideration, he thinks it ſafeſt ro encounter but one at 2 
time. 


The ſaid Tho. Larkham bath often upbraided the Preſent 
Goverment now eſtabliſhed by Parliament with ſcandaluus 
words. 

The reſpondent ſaith to the firſt , it is, a malitious , forged calummation, 
and if times ſhould alter to the minde of his proſecutors (which God of by 
wercy to bis people forbid) he bath canſe to think he ſhould be dealt 1 
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his attuſers upon other itrmes , it being known to all the conny how deeply he 
hath been engaged in all theſe late revolutions againſt the party that — 
1 then (and moſt of them are yet the ſame) and for the intereſt of Chriſt and 
hu people. 


If ro ſay that what ever he is charged with, is malicious, forged,and calum- *7 # :4 1 


niatorie, and to call ſuch as proſecute him for his unfainr-like turbulent 
converſation , enemies to Chriſt and the Commonwealth, and allthis mu 
paſſe upon his own word, without any more ado, becauſe he ſayes it, thei. 
we ſhall cafily acknowledge, hat he hath nor onely routed the forlorn hope 

bur the body and all, and (hall onely fit down and defire that men again be 
reſtored to the uſe of their underſtanding, bur if aſſirmanti incumbit probatio. 
and it be requiſit to his diſcharging of himſelf, that he prove, as well as (5: 
that the matter of this firſt charge (laid down here in generall words, but 
ſworn unto by ſeveral perſons in divers particulars, as appears in their 
ſeveral depoſitions before the Commiſſioners (too too large, unleſs we intend. 
ed ſome huge volumne) to be here inſerted)is ſuch a malicious forged calum- 
niation , and that they are ſuch enemies to the wayes of God, and adver- 
ſaries to the Commonwealth (in which their liberties and eſtates are man; 
of them ſo viſibly embarked) who proſecuted him for thele things, which we 
hope he ſhall never be able ro do; then certainly all this winde blowes no 
corn of ours, and this firſt article keepes irs ground ſure enough, riotwith- 
ſtanding all this routing which is ſo much talkt of; as tor that appeal whicl: 
he makes to this country (for he tels us it is the ſame anſwer that he gave into 
the Commiſlioners at Exon) every one that knows him here about muſt con- 
feſs that they were ignorant of the man, until luch times as the Wars in theſe 
parts were fully at an end, and therefore that hint which he ſeems to give o: 
his deep ingagements in this country againſt ſuch as are enemies, muſt be. 
bundled up with a great many other diſcourſes of like nature with them, we 
neither knew the man nor his communication till, he came down into our 
country with the regiment of Sir Hardres Waller after the Wars were ended, 
as Chaplain thereunto, oi whoſe depoitment among them you may hea! 

enough in the next article. 


He being of late years Chaplaine to Sir Hardreſs Waller, was by 
a ¶ ouncell of War of the ſaid Regiment taken to be an enemy to this 
Commonwealth, for endeavouring to ftir up the ſouldiers to nantinies 
and diviſions. 


To the ſecond be ſaith it is witerly falſe, for the differences agitated Nir, L. 4% 


in that Councell of War articulate , were particular between this Dſendant and 


ſome officers of Sir Hardreſs Wallers Regiment, whereof he the ſaid reſpoadent 


was then Chaplain, 


You ſee ſtill, whar ever the charge be, his anſwer is the ſame; he tells us The reh“ 


here again that this alſo is utterly falſc,whar ſhall the unſatisfied reader do 
in ſuch a caſe, Varus ait, Scaurus neat, utri crelitis, the one affirms, the 
other denies, cals all falſe, forged, calumniatory, and them lyers,abſurd and 
impudent nay commen lyers, chat do aſſert ir; (hall we now appeal co the court 


Marſhal of tlie Regiment, and he Of they that Ale {cund falle in this be look 
| D un" 5 


3- Article, 


% 
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(A) 


upon as lyars in all the reſt of che articler or replies, what ingenuous man 
will not appro\ e of this > well then, for their ſatisfaction, we ſhall give you a 
copy of his ſentence word for word, as it was taken out of the Record of the 
court Marſhal aforcſaid then fitting at Plymouth, which is as followeth. 


Upon a fulldebate in this Court two whole dayes concerning the charge ex- 
hibiced againſt Thomas Lari ham Cha plain to Sir Hardreſs wallers Regi- 
ment with the proofes and anſwers thercunto throughly weighed, 

It doth appear to this Court, that the [aid Thomas Larkham is guilty of 
high miſdemeanors, rending to the animating of diſtempers amongſt the 
ſouldicry and manifeſt defamation of ſome eminent officers of the ſaid Regi- 
ment, and ethers according to the ſaid charge, and moreover upon a full de- 
bate of a Paper delivered into this court in the name of a charge, againſt di. 
vers officers of the ſaid Regiment, deeply wounding their reputations, name- 


ly Major C/erk;,Capr. Northcot, Lieut, Smith Quarter Mr, Lane &c, but the ſaid. 


Chaplain hath made no manner of proof againſt Major Clerk,Leiur. Sweth, 

a Mr. Lane, &c. ch gives the court juſt cauſe to believe that the ſaid paper 
is ſcandalous, & proceeded from no other ground then bitterneſs of ſpirit there. 
fore this Court doth find the ſaid Chaplain to come within the compaſs of ſe- 
veral articles of War, vix, of duties towards ſuperiours,the renth of the ſame, 
and the fſth of duties morral, ſo that in ſatisfaRion of Juſtice & vindication 
of perſons, they might proceed to a very high cenſare, at leaſt to an ignominious 


and — $7" a Caſhterment, were it not that they are moſt tender of having 


the leaſt offence given or taken, ſo as may any hit reproach or blemiſh the 
profe ſſion of the Miniſtry, whereof they have been, are, and hope they ſhall 
be moſt careful ; and therefore have thought the rather fir and do hereby 
put him off from the Regiment, with the leaſt diſgrace, provided, that he 
make a full and free acknowledgement to thole perſons that he hach thus un- 


juſtly traduced, without which acknowledgement this ſentence of putting off 
thall be openly divulged and publiſhed, in thoſe places where thoſe ſcandals. 


have been uttered by the ſaid Thomas Larkbam. 

Which acknowledgement above mentioned to the officers che ſaid Thomas 
Larkbam refuſing to make, the Court Marſhal doth order this ſentence to 
1 upon record, and to be copied forth by any chat ſhall deſire the 
ame, 

And now let any man in the world that hath but his eyes in his head, and 
will not wilfully ſhut them againſt the light tell us, who is the abſurd and 
abuſive lyer now., doth not the man reſolve for that epithet himſelf, which 
he would ſo baſcly and calumniartingly againſt the checks (as we are per- 
ſwaded) of his own conſcience (if not ſeared with an hot iron) turn over to 
another, qui alterum accuſat probi ipſum ſe int ueri oportet. 


He ts a common railer calling in the Pulpit the inhabitants of tht - 


Pariſh of Taviſtock by ſeveral ſcandalous and opprobrious names, 


a dogs, ſnaniing curs, ſwine, gruntins-ſwine, ſtrpents, vipers, de 


vils, rogues, ragged-rogues, raſcals, ſcabs, ninnihammers,pnrgui* 
| ions 
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That which he ſaith to it is; 1. That for ſome of the pbr 


[237 * 
nions fools ſquint-eyed fools, ſons of witches knaves,a pack of knaves, 
the devils diſh-clonts, with frequent and horrid curſes and imprecati- 
ous, ſaying to one as he was going out of the Church, Go, and the 


curſe of God go with thee; and to the Congregation,God pour on 
you and yours the vials of his wrath. 


To the calumniat ing and merry Ale. houſe, jigs of the third he ſaith it was fully Mr. L. Auf. 


heard before the committee afore mentioned, and for the phraſes ſome of them he 
knoweth not the engliſh of them, other ſome are ſcripture words, and the accuſa- 
tion of borrid curſes and imprecations is v*ry deviliſh , and that the inſtances 
will ſhew , for in anſwer to the fir ſt, this Defendant ſaith that John Pointer for 
drunkenneſs rejected by the Church, flying in the face of the cenſure, and de- 
ridiag it, and threatning its overthrow , mas wiſhed to be more ſenſible of the 
cenſure, and to take heed leſt the curſe of God did fall upon him or to that effect, 
which i t Defendant cannot punttually remember, it being ſeven years ſince. 
Before he ſaith any thing to this article, he ſaith 7 
firſt he ſpeakes of thoſe ſeveral particular inſtances enumerated for the evi. 
dencing of his ra iling, and here firt he tell us they are a company of merry 
ale-houſe jigs,8 ſecondly that they were fully heard by the Committee before, 
that which he ſayes of the curſes and imprecat ions, is that they are very 
deviliſh 2 lets examine theſe a little. To the ſirſt, if they are lach merry 
Ale-houſe jigs, then firſt they were very unſuirable ro ſuch a ſerious place as 
chat of the Pulpit ; Secondly to ſpeak after Solomon,fools are they that make a 
mock of fin, its bad enough to do ill, far worſe to make a jel of it, Ale- 
houſe jigs do very ill become a Miniſters mouth at any time, but worſt of all 
in the Pulpir , let him keep his Ale-houſe jigs for the Ale bench, we expect 
other things there. Secondly , That they were ſo fully heard brfore the Commit- 
tee, we return. 1, That for his part he ſhould rake little comfort in reporting 
it, 2. That for their parts (were they godly) they could take none in hear- 
ing it, what a ſad i ing is this that a man ſhould ee in his ſhame ? 
es be kaowcth not the 
engliſh of them. 2. That other [ome are Scripture words, and this he thinks 
abundantly ſufficient to excuſe him; but to the former, 1. It argues — 
in grain to ſpeak thoſe words he underſtands not. 2. All of them are engl; 
words, ſave onely Perguinions , and ninihammers, the laſt of which he told 
Juſtice Fowell ſianifies nine times worſe then a cuckold, as hath been hinted 
before; 2. To h's palmarian argument, that many of them are Scripture words 
we ſhall onely reply. 1. That many of them are not ſo, we neither read of 
ſnarling curs, grunting ſwine, ragged rogues, ſquint-eyed fools , or a pack 
of Knaves in 2 Bible, and what then will he do wich them? 2. We 
hope there are but few ſo gtoſſely ignorant, to think that a Miniſter in the 
Pulp'r may lawfully take up all choſe words he finds written in the Bible, and 
make epithets of them for his audirors; ſome words there are would ſoon ap- 
pear too high, as well as others too mean. As for his curſes, you ſee he can 
hardly hear of them without curſing , and therefore for the ſtory of John 
Peinter, which he doth not ſo well remember, we ſhall refer you to what hath 
been ſaid before, where the relation is more perfect; for ſee ing the man is 
in ſuch a heat, we (hallſay nothing of it now, that he may cool himſelf a 


D : little 


ome thing of it, and The Reply. 
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letle, lin ne break ati inco a flame, and that he may have the more time rs 


don, we Will ay nothing to his quotation, but ſhall leave the reader to his 
ehoi'e, either to believe Mr, Larkhams words or the witneſſes oathes. 

« tile, He nato been a ſower of diſcord and batred in all places where ſor 
Er bath hen. 48 4. 50 à proud and turbulent ſpirit in all his 
actions, as may witneſs, his behaviour at Northam in Devon, and 
(rreen-wich in Kent , and New-England, and being therefore taxed 
ectore the Commiſſioners of Devon for Sequeſtration for the ſame, ſaid 
that he was thercunto (ent , 1 the example of his maſter, who 


came not to bring peace but the ſword. 

.. 1.4%. To the foxith , this Defendant bumbly deſireth that the groſſe deceitſulneſſe of 
Nou mii" thybrate Godbcar the compaſtr of this article may be noted, this Defendant did 
trum ſupra in his preſence a%h the Commiſſioners for Sequeſtration whether ever he were 
eos eminent queſtioncd by them a is allcdged in this article, he the ſad alter God- 
quibus je bear prevented them, raving and crying out, Itaxed you , I taxcd you before 
6: cendo theſe comm ſſioners, and if this may paſſe, any Varlet may abuſe men beſort 
exequant, Judges, and aficr ſwear that they were queſtioned before ſuch Fudges, But 
did men heow what oat hes contrary to his own knowledge and conſcience (this 

Defendant is pcyſ:aaded) and moſt evidently falſe this monſter of men hath taken, 

they would think him ſcarce fit to be allowed a witneſs againſt am man, much leſſe 

in this cauſe, wherein his malice to the Deſendant rings in all the country round 

about the place of his d welling: the matter of the article is falſe and calun- 

niatery, | 

rhe rely. The man (you ſee is grown ſo angry with his ſuppoſed aceuſer, chat he hath 
quite and clean forgotten the accuſation it ſelf , nor can we think but the 

Chriſtian reader upon no other information, then what he gathered from his 

anſwer to this very article, falls. a deploring of the miſerable condition of 

chat ſad place that is troubled with a man of ſuch horrisle, monſtrous, over- 

grown , indomitable paſſions : had he but ſeen himſelt in a looking-glaſle, 

hen he was wiiting of this anſwer,we cannot think that he would be friends 

ruh himſelt again for a whole moneth after, hic nigræ ſuccus loliginis, hac eſt 

a £100 mera, Diogenes conculcabat Platonis. faſium at faſtie majori « The oc- 

 a33cn of this ſuperlative inveRive againſt Mr, Godbear is the compoling of 
>; 2:2icle, but now, what if Mr. L. be miſtaken, and Mr. G. were not the 
h ⁰ε as he ſoleninly proſeſſeth, having never ſeen it till ir was brought 
IG lan by one ii an Krdly alias Pointcr; what ſatisfaction ſhall he have, 
„hat amends will he make him for all thoſe Billings gate names which he 
nath called him. As to that other abuſive language of falſe oathes , &c. we 
: ave learned ot Soi, as not to anſwer a fool according to his folly , ſo 
neither mad men according to their madneſs. Now for the matter of the 
artic lc lig ditpatcheth it in a word, tell him of what you will though never ſo 
. 0s, eve 10 unchriſtian,never ſo vile, yet he hath his two words, Falſe and 
:/110miatory that muſt ſerve for his compu:gators, and render him innocent of 
„ut as ſor lh proud and turbulent ſyirit, had there been no other evidences 
ven in, this very Narrative of his tead over and conſidered would doubt - 
elle be Cough, with any man in his irs to vind rate this article from calum- 
niztion 22d *Alllood | Re 


. 


He ſaid in a Sermon, That God and the Devilfdid caſt lots, and the g. -Anticle. 


greateſt part fell to the Divels ſhare, which were curſed avaliers. 


To the fifth,beſides the falſueſs aud opprobriouſneſs of it this defindant pray- Mr. T. An. 


uh that notice may be taken of the alteration of it though it be pretended to be 
% Vne that was exhibited to the Committee for plundred Miniſters : Here it is 

N od and the Hivel did caſt lots, aud the greateſt part ſell to the Nivels ſhare, 
which were curſed Cavaliers ; but ſormerly it was alleadged thus, He preached 
that God and the Divel did caſt lots, and that be and hu party (wherein are ca- 
valiers of all ſorts, Druakards, i horem iſters, & c.) ſell to Gods lot, aud al 
thoſe that were not of his party, to the Divels, &c, 

Here we find him driving his old drone till, onely calumniation is with- 
drawn, and opprobriouſaeſs rakes its place, but old falſhood is a ſure ſtake in 
his * ſtill, and does him much ſervice. That which he quarrels at now, 
is the alteration of the Article when given in unto the Commiſſionets for the 
ejecting of ſcandalous Miniſters, ec. from what ir was when proſecuted 
before the Committee for plundred Miniſters; & here he makes a pirifull out- 
cry indeed, all which may eaſily be huſſit if we only tell you firſt, that though 
(it may be) that which he pretends (for we have not the Copie of thoſe Ar- 
ticles, and therefore muſt rake his word for*c) was exhibired ro the Com- 
mittee for plundred Miniſters, yet having a Copie by us of ſome depoſitions 
we thought it more covenjent to acquaint the Commiſſioners with 
what had been ſworn, then trouble our ſelves ro look after, or them 
to look on what had formerly heen ſaid. Again, had we had the Artielcs 
by us, we ſhould have made bold to have leſt out his parentheſis; for how- 
ever he would make the world believe that we are diſcountenancers of Re- 
ligion, yet we ſhould be loath to turn our hands againſt any Fchoſophat that 
may yet be with him. And therefore though at other times for the exalting 
of tree grace, we might with the Apoſtle ſay, Sach were ſome of you, yer we 
ſhould willingly leave out every thing that may any way reflect upon any 
of thoſe that are godly, who are not yet come off from him, profeſſing ou: 
conteſt ro be with no other but himſelf, nor yet with his perſon neither, bu: 
his unworthy carriage, boch in the Pulpit and in the Preſs. Let him cal 
in his Libel, preach, live, and print like a Miniſter of the Goſpel, our quat- 
rell is at an end, and gladly we ſhould with all our hearts, Compeſcere li- 
mina Fani, and ſo we — done with the For lorn hope, which how this 
Bragadoceo hath rowted, ſub judice lis eſt, let wiſe men judge. 

Bur before he comes to fall upon the Additionall Articles, he adds in its 
cloſe of his anſwer exhibited ro the Commiſſioners, 

Theſe Articles are all anſwered by Nicholas Wats, and atteſicd by W:1};an: 
Hore, aud William Bole, with divers others, although now the ſaid Wars, Hote 
aud Bole, being rejected by the chareh ſor their ſcaa daluus and unſaiut · liłe wal- 
king, are grown as bad, if not worſe, as thoſe men whom they accounted wo) 
bad,and looked upon 15 malicions perſecuters. So much /or the Forlorn Hope, 
by ought rp to beg ia tye fi aht. a 

Wich what little credit among men chat report is like to be entertained 


of the defeating the main body, whoſe very forloin Hope hath manitcſtly | 


g ven a repulſe to the whole power of the aſlailants, ir ſeems by this poſt- 


ſer ipt, Mr, I, is not ignorant: To ſalve this therefo:s (becaule he knowes 
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that every one would laugh at him, ſhould he arrogate the glory of a y; 
over this forlorn hope unto himſelf, by a miſerable neceſſity (for he muſt nor 
confeſle it invinſible)he is inforced to transfer this honour unto another; and 
e Articles are all anſwered by Nicolas ats, and here 
ſs liceat magnis componere perva, we ſhould deſire, you to obſerve how ih 
man-like even when he is building of his gallows to hang up the reput. 4 
of one that would not bow unto his luſts, he is inforced to put the Laurel into 
his hand, and the Garland about his neck, publiſhing it abroad in print unto 
the world, Theſe Articles (which every one ſees he hath onely railed at him- 
ſelf,) are all auſwered by Nicholas Watts : But whilſt he boaſts ſo much of the 
anſwer of Nicholas Watts, and glories in the atteſtation of William Hore, and 
william Bole, who ſecs him net miſerably ingulſing himſelf into an inevita. 
ble dllemma, for eicher this atis, Hore, and Bole, are ſuch as he repory 
them in his anſwer to the ſeventh Article of the next pa 
not; if they are, what notorious grofle ignorance (to ma 
doth he manifeſtly diſcover, in endeavouring t 
give credit unto their teſtimony, whom himſelf 
If they are nor ſuch, then 
them, ſo notoriouſly to belie them; needs muſt the ingenious Reader 
perceive his puzpoſe to abuſe either him or them, As for his tale of their 
rejection by the Church for their ſcandalous and un-Saint- 
own conſcience knows it co be an abominable ſlander ; for 
above three years fince (when at a generall Curch-mecting he laid 
down his Paſtorall Office, and told the Church he would no Jonger be 
a Paſtor to it, as then it was, bur would begin again u 
and ſuch only he would be a Paſtor unto, as ſhould fy 
paper which he would draw up) took that opportunity to leave him, and 
never ſubſcribed his Paper, nor choſe him tor their Paſtor from that day 
to this: The other indeed, though he joyned with him again for ſome 
few weeks, yet that horrible wickedneſſe, which he diſcovered in the m 
when he perſwaded a Father ro ſtrike out of his Will the Legacy he bad 
given his Sonne, and in ſtead thereof, to put in two pence to 
to hang him, and many other unchriſtian and abominable practices in 
Crediton and Taviſtock, which he knew him to be guilty of, made him ſoon 
after to diſown him for his Paſtor, and to walk no longe: in Church-fellow- 
If any deſire farther ſatisfact on in the grounds of their 
leaving him, we referre them to the annexed Remonſtrance of about rwenty, 
once members of his Church, that have diſowned him for their Paſtor, and 
could no longer, comfortab'y, joyn with him in Church relation. 
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The additional Articles, as they were exhibited unte the Commiſſioners for 
the e jection of Scandalous Miniſters, Mr, Larthamt Anſwer, and a Reply 


1. Article, Mr. Larkham left his charge for eight or nine moneths together, 
and took the charge of another place in the North of England, and re- 
ceived near an 100!Þ fox his Preaching there, and afterward com- 
ing home, he went vo. Law for thoſe profits which grew due in his abſence, 


although 
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inlongh he left none to 29 the place in his abſence, beſide divers 
tber London journeys alſo, and now hath made a voyage into Ire- 

und, without making any proviſion for us. — by John 

Pointer, William Hore, William Bole, Walter Godbear, Nicho: 

Watts, William Saxfen, Alex: Gove. 

To the firſt this deſcndant Anſwereth, that not one ſentence in this Article Nr. L. Anſ. 
strae, but men deal in making of Articles, as Attornies do in making declara- 
tions: True it is that upon the detaining of x 50'® by John Pointer and Walter 
Godbear, two of the preſent proſecutors, he went 10 his ſonne a Miniſter, a- 
bout f ve years my laſt Auguſt the fourth, having an invitation from the com- 
miſſaners for the Miniſtry, for the four Northern Counties, to come and help 
them, and by his appointment the Pulpit of Taviſtock was furniſhed untill Sep- 
rember 29. following, and this deſendant did preach in the North divers 
mths, &c. 4 alſo true it is that Mr. Weſtlake did procure an Order 
frm Habe / daſpers Hall for what money was due out of the ſheaf of Lamerton, 
hu jet after much trouble and the expence of above 40'Þ by the defendant, much 
vn detained, c. The other ſuggeſtions are utterly falſe, concerning going 
u Ireland without making proviſion, &c. | 

Although he come to new Articles, yer ſtill he keeps his old Anſwer, af- 
frming That not one ſentence of this Article is irue; whereunto we might as £4 
eefily, though farre more truly reply, that in all this Article, not ſo much as 
one ſentence is falſe, but wherher ſo or ſo, the examination of the particulars - 
therein contained, will ſuddenly derermine. 

The firſt thing he is charged with, is his leaving his Charge for eight oc 
nine months together, without making proviſion of ſupplics in his abſence. 
All that he ſaies to this is, that the Pulpit was furniſhed from the fourth of - 
70 (if that were the day of his departure) untill the later end of September 
following, for he doth nor ſay, nor indeed can he, that either he or any other 
by his procurement (more then one Lords day) ever ſupplied the place, untill 
the 18 of Fuly enſuing ; and now let the Reader compute whether there are 
not eight or nine moneths between the 29 of September, 1651, and the 18 of 
Fuly1652, For his taking the charge of anoher place in the North of England(w** 
sthe next ſenrence)there needs no other evidence then this very Anſwer ir 
ſelf,here you ſee he confeſſeth a invitation fromthe Commiſſioners, and acknow- 
ledgerh-thar he preached in the North divers moncths, For his receiving near ax 
100'd for his preaching there, he offers not a word in concradiction and did he, 
ne could produce letters under his ewn hand aſſerting it. That be went to Law 
when he came bome for the profits which grew dut in his abſence, (one ſentence 
more) he ſhall have an hundred men more (beſides thoſe that have ſubſcribed 
this Article) if need be, to arreſt it; but his imploying M.zveſtlake an Attorney, 
and the cx/ente of 40lb, vhich this very Anſwer mentioneth, g. ves light enough 
to ſee the truth of this. Of his London journies he ſaics nothing, but his Nar- 
rative ſpeaks of two, if not more; and had he made proviſion in his abſence, 
you had been ſure to have heard of ir, The laſt ſenten e ſpeaks of his going 
into ireland alſo without making proviſton for the place, and to this he anſwers, 
It is utterly falſe; and we R:ply, 1. If he leſt any to preach, twere rcq 1ifire he 
had named them. 2. Beſi les, had he been fo careſull, why ſhould the 1 

oners 


* 
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{.oners for e jection, &. ſend their Letters to the neighbour Miniſters,defiri 
them to preach there, untill ſome other courſe were taken, that the place 
might be ſupplied. 3. But what need of all this? we are inhabitants of the 
Town, and have our eyes in our heads, yet never ſaw the Church doors open, 
untill the coming of the Miniſters by the appointment of the Commiſſionen, 
ſave only once or twice, when ſome Anabaptiſts got into the Pulpir,whoif they 


weile not of his providing, it nothing hinders the truth of the ſentence, and if 


they were, then you ſee what little regard he hath unto the ſouls of his people, 
chat will clap ſuch into his Pulpit, as he hach called (how juſtly let him an- 
ſwer) by the name of White devils, and ſaid they brought in damnable here- 
fics, not long be fore in that very place; and if this be making proviſion, let 
this ſentence be falſe. And now whether or no there be not one ſentence in 
all this Article true, or that ſentence of his upon it be falſe, we ſubmirunto 
the ſentence of any man in his wits, There are three things more inſerted in 
his anſwer to this firſt Article, which though nothing to the purpoſe,burpluckr 
in by the head and cars, we think not fit to be omitted; the one, of his ſlan- 
derous fuggeſtions in relation to the riot, that by order from M. Glanvill ther 
2 Fuftice of the peace, the doors of the Pariſh Church were ſhut on the Lords dq. 
And this the Gentleman doth utterly deny,defiring notice may be taken of this 
unworthy abuſe, for as ſoon as he heard Mr, Lay. was come to — 1 tock 
his horſe, and rode immediatly to Lamertou, where uſually he ſpends the Lords 
day in waiting upon the Miniſtry of Mr. Ham (an able godly Miniſter) as alſo 
ſeveral others of the tovn do when Mr. L. preacheth in Taviſtock, next 
thing conſiderable is in his ſtory about the ſheaf of Lamerton where he pub - 
liſheth another groſſe and manifeſt untruth,for he ſayes there was 1 500 detain- 
ed from him when he went into the North, whereas it is moſt true, when he rook 
that journey, there was only one years augmentation (which was but 5000 f 
which he was unpaid ſince he was Miniſter of the place, Alas how doth this 
man weigh his words, that prints ſuch things as theſe! we know him an arith- 
mititian,and well skilled in multiplication. Another thing (indeed enough to 
make any man ſmile)is his ſad ſtory of 40l expences(which doubtleſs alſo bath 
paſt under the ſame part of arithmitick that his augmentation did before) for 
the procuring of his mony, for ſo it may be called, ſince he had it in his pocket, 
though it cannot poſſibly in all equity and right, for one 5o! was grown due 
out ot Lamerton, before he was our Miniſter, (for this augmentation not being 
as others, but ſetled by infeoffment deeds upon certain Truſtees, as M. L- inform 
in the Narrative before )and another 50! while he was getting of a 100! more 
in the North, and only one 5o! which was due unto him when he took his 
Northern journey. And now let this mony be computed with all his deductions 
and ſee whar a terrible loſer the man hath bin, how few are there in the world 
that would not willingly be ſharers with him in ſuch loſles as theſe. 


Mr. Tho. Larkham the 16. of December 1655. did deliver in the 
Pulpit theſe words following, That they that now had the power 
their hands, were drunk with the blood of Kings, and made themſelves 
far with the fleſh of Nobles , and having entred into the Lands and 
Poſſeſſions of Deans and Chapters, do now ſit ftill,and ler Refarma- 


tion go back to its old beggerly Rudiments, Suſcribed by Walter 
Godbear, Alex, Gove, John Pointer. The 
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The ſecond of theſe Articl 1055 | ; 
e ſecond of theſe Articles which bath « ſuperftitious Chriſtmas man 
for the Author one Gove is far otherwiſe ſet _ then ns 
ſpake : true it is, that about the time articulate theſe words, or to this ſenſe 
were ſpoken in prayer by this defendant, Lord which haſt given the necks of 
thine and our enemies into o ur hands, and fed thy ſervants now in power 
with the fleſh of Kings, and Captains, and Nobles and mighty men, doc. 
grant that they may look to thy work which thou haſt put into their hands, 
Oc. and this reſpondent humbly prayeth that his known inte- 
grity and — may not be queſtioned upon v alicious ſuggeſtions of 
ſuch as were in affual imployment in the Kings party, as they were gene- 
rally that oppoſed this defendant, even every one except one that was a mer- 
cinary Trooper for the Parliament, &c. 

For the wiping off this article (according to his accuſtomed method) 
firſt he quarrels with irs ſuppoſed Author. 2. Denies the words ſpo- 
ken as in the article. 3. He vaunts his own integrity, and ſpeaks a great 


Mr. L. Anſw. 


Reply. 


many good words of himſelf. And laſtly beſpatters all ſuch as oppoſe 


him, and ſpeaks as many ill of them; and ſo you have the ſum of Mr. 
L. Anſwer. We ſhall only like the dog at Vile touch and away; to the 
firſt we reply, 1. Were this Gove the Author as he ſuppoſerh, and 
tainted with this ſuperſtition as he alſo allegeth , yer may his oath be 
taken in any Court of Record. 2. Should it invalidate his teſtimony, 
yer there are two others that were ſworn, and if this be too little, he 
may have a dozen more. To the ſecond we fay 1. they muſt be fim- 
ple indeed that know not a prayer from a Sermon, and cannot diſtin - 
guiſn between prayer and preaching. 2. That alteration which he 
hath made is utterly falſe, for the words he is charged with, as they 
were not delivered in prayer, ſo neither in that ſence which he men- 
tioneth in his anſwer, but were ſpoken in his Sermon, and as alleaged 
in the article, as many others can depoſe. 3. For his overgrown inte- 
grity in the late revolutions. 1. let them ſpeak that can atteſt it, he 
was altogether unknown to us until ſuch time as the wars were ended, 
as we have told him already. 2. Fifth Monarchy men are thought by 
ſome as little to befriend the government of the Common-wealth 
now, as the Cavaliers in time paſt. The laſt is a notorious ſlander, for 
of all thoſe that arreſted this paper of articles, not one of them did ever 
bear arms for the King in the late wars, but two of them were Souldiers 
in the Parliaments garriſons and armies ; another was four times a priſo- 
ner to the Cavaliers, yea all of then were lookt on and reputed as 
Round-heads,ſuffered for their good affection unto the Parliament, have 
lain out by the hedges, and durſt not be ſeen in their own houſes , but 
what he will ſay, he will ſay be it true or falſe. 


He # often reviling of the Mmiſters , ſometimes calling 3. Article. 


them Time- ſtealers, Truth-ſtealers,and Tithesſtealers,Shaken- 
cleanlies, Green-heads, Novices, Cram'd Turkey-Cocks , and 
that the laying on of never ſo many of their (lovenly hands 


cannot make a Miniſter, and * if the devil bad a chill 4 
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(30) 
le baptized they would baptize it, and many of them fed the 


people with dry gobbets. He made out his meaning thus; ſup- 


poſe I ſhould invite one of you to eat at my houſe , and ſhould 
cut out the meat, and chew it in my mouth , and then throw it 
into yours, after I had ſuckt out the juice of it; even ſo do 


they. And at another time he ſaid, you ſhall have a claw-back 
Prieſt come to the bed-ſide of his dying neighbour , in hope to 
have the pots and puddings and the chine-pieces, and ſhould 


tell him he was a good man; and that he himſelf was as Mi- 
chaias, &'c. Subſcribed by William Hore , John Pointer, 
Nicholas Watts, William Bole. 


Mr. Lar, Anſ. Ty the third the articulate ſaith, that ſaving the laſt charge in it that be 


Reply. 


himſelf was as Michaias, with the c. at the end, which ſeems to the de- 
fendant to be unfit to be put into an article of charge: and ſaving that the 
article is fumbled together out of malice in the compoſer one Watts, who 
hath ſaid he would make the defendant odious among Miniſters , and hath 
endeauured it many wayes in ſatis faction and ſervice of his unruly luſts 
and revengeful ſpirit; ſaving (as is ſaid) theſe wy the defendant own- 


eth the matter of the article, having had occaſion from the entertainment 


of wandring Prieſts, (5c. 

The man and his article would ſoon ſhake hands and be friends,were 
not his diſpleaſure againſt the Compoſer ſuch an obſtacle thereunto; 
the main ingredient in the compoſition of his exceprions againſt an ami- 


cable compoſure of thoſe perry differences between them being, that of 


the compoſer: hut ſetting him afide there are only theſe two little rubs 
in the way, which may eaſily be removed by any one that ſhall inter- 
pole and mediaie for an agreement; the one is that ir proclaims his 
compaiing himſelf ro Michaias, which though again and again he hath 
done in the Palpit, ye: for manners ſake he can do no other then re- 
fuſe ic in the preſs; however though as yet he doth not own it, ſo nei- 
ther doth he diſclaim it: rhe other which he finds more fault with is 
the 8:c. in the end, but whether it be that he defired to ſee the whole 
litter of his rc proaches all together (as ſome great Grand · father his off- 
ſpriug.an Herculian labour) and ſo looks on this, & c. as a hindrance to 
ſuch a muſter ; or elſe that hz Would give the world to underſtand he 
is a man that ſcorne: to have any hair upon his tongue, or will ever 
ſuffer the boyſterous torrent of his full-mouthed reproaches to receive a 
check in its current rom the floud-hatches of an &c. or elſe ( for we 
can go but by gurile ) het lier he having of late read over a Smectym- 
nuus, and finding theſe worthies there juſtly , and upon good grounds 
offende4 with c. conceivcs it coaducing to the advancing his repute 
to pick quarrels with it. w hereſgerer he meets itz or elſe whether laſt- 
y ( for we will riddlæ no mae) it be not that he is aſhamed of his Pot 
and pudding and Chine- piece, together wich chewd gobbets, and 
therefore falls ſofowl wich &c. for bringing tidings to the world. There 


is 
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(31) 
is yet more of it behind, but there is ſome thing ſure in the wind, what 
ever it be, that &c. is ſo frowned upon: but let the Reader be pleaſed 
for the ending of this brabble to make this deciſion injurious to neither, 
let Mr. Lar. have the Michaias and we the &c. and then both have their 
own. As for the reſt of the particulars whecewith he is charged, no 
more needs to be ſaid, he owneth the article and what would you 
more; but as for the Compoſer ( ar leaſt one whom he takes to be lo) 
according to his wonted method in his former anſwers , he muſt nor 
look to ſcape Scot-free (bur the beſt is, his words paſſe for no ſlander 
in Devon) and firit he playes imall game and tells the Reader, The Arti- 
cle is fumbled together by the Compoſer. And again,Tois Article according 
to the breed of the Con poſer, is un worthiij ſet forth. To which we reply, 
1. Let the Reader peruſe it, he ſees more then others. 2. The Compo- 
ſer did only write down words that wers ſpoken, and ſhould we have 
any thing altered, then fumbling might have been out, and forging put in. 
3. And ſceing they were his own words too, the fumbling lies at his 
own door, and now folly to boot. 4. If he fumble ſlometimes, twere 
better he ſhould do ſo in compoſing Mr. Lars. A: ticles, then in compoſing 
his attributes; but however nuda veritas formoſiſſima. Tis true indeed 
many complained they were even ready to vomit when they heard 
ſome of it ſpoken, and if it be ſo again when they ſha!l ſee it written, 
*ris nor in our power to remedy it. The next thing ſo oircn talkt of 
and hoored art, is that the Compoſer , ſaid he, would make the defendant 
odious among Miniſters. To which we return, 1. The Compoſer remem- 
bers no ſuch words, and until Mr. Lar. prove where or to whom ſpo- 
ken ( having printed ſo many lies) we ſhall take a day over to believe 
him. 2. Had he ſaid he would have done it, itcould not be by inſu- 
ſing any odiouſneſs into him , but only by diſcovering of that which 
was there before, & truly had he not only promiſed this, but performed 
it alſo, we are yet to ſeck of the hainouſneſs of ſuch a charge. 3. But 
ala: that is not now to do, we know nor one Miniſter in all Devonſhire, 
no nor indeed in all England, that either gives him the right hand of 
fellowſhip, or defires any familiarity or acquainrance with him, 4. If 
the Compoſer hath promiſed it, his own narrative harh pertormed it, 
and therefore let him bluſh at his own actions and ceaſe blaming the 
Compoſers words. For his other ſlanderous caluzinies and revilings 
of wreiched Apuſtate &c. which as eaſily drop from his mouth as Foabs 
ſword from its ſcabhard, and ſerves for his rherorick, no more but this. 
1. No Church in E:g/and hut will acknowledge this, that ſome grounds 
there are upon which a Church member may lawfully come off from 
that man wirm formerly he hath joyned with as a Paſtor. 2. Whether 
thoſe grounds are ſufficient for his leaving Mr. L. let the following Re- 
monſtrance and Letters be conſidered, and judgement made. 3. Such 
as know Mr. Lar. whom he hath leſt, and that reverend e ninent Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel with whom he now communicates (as alſo do ma- 
ny others that have left him) would be loth to condemn them for 


wretched Apoſtates, But one comfort is, his words are not much _ 
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ded where he is known : and God, whoſe prerogative alone it is to 
bring good out of evil, we know can, and we hope will, make theſe 
reproaches to work our good ar laſt. David was no looſer by Shimeis 
curſes, nor —_— by Rabſbakaes railings , and we hope he whom 
he cals the Compoler will hear the rod , and who hath appointed ir, 
which is allwayes juſt in regard of God, though many times moſt wic- 
ked in regard of men; the Lord that ſaid curſe David, it may be may 
requite good for his curſing this day, dum volens detrahit fare, nolens 
addit mercedi: didicit hic maledicere & ille ignoſcere. One thing more 
obſervable in his anſwer is the pretended occaſion , and indeed bur 
pretended of thoſe reproachful and ſome of them ſtomack-overturning 
words uſed by him in the Pulpir , Some, ſaith he, ſpending the time in 


reading and PE: and then reading of formes and the confeſſion of faith, 


and ſome ſcraps of the antiquated Liturgy , all which dreams of his are 
news among us in theſe dayes ; and to ſmall purpoſe ſure, were theſe 
Commiſſioners impoured for ejecting of ſcandalous M iniſters &c. and 
lirtle care do they manifeſt in executing ſuch a rruſt were ſuch things 
rolerated , bur ir ſeems there are not reproaches enough in the Arti- 
cle, and therefore he will ſupply that defect in his anſwer , as you may 
read there more at large; but ſuch notorious untruths and ſlanders we 


have not the parience to transſcribe. Laſtly he concludes his anſwer 


with theſe words, And this defendant alledgeth for himſelf that he hath 
often manifeſted in publick that bigh eſteem which be hath of all orthodox 
and pious Miniſters, though differing from him in ſome things, Cc. We re- 
ply 3 Firſt our ears and many hundreds more beſides have often heard 
in the Pulpir that Orthodox hath been a word which he hath many 
times ſer at a very low rate (to ſay no worſe ) in many of his Sermons, 
Oh your Orthodox men! Ob your Orthodox grave Divines /how many times 
hath he made himſelf ſport with this? and when not long ago compa- 
ring the State ofthe Church now with what it was when Chriſt came 
in the fleſh, and had ſer the Notioniſts and the Eſſen? in one form ; the 
Qabers and Sadducees in another; the Herodians and State Divines (as 
he cals them) in a third; rhe Orthodox Divines and the Scribes and 
Phariſees were thought fit to be paralelled : this ſuch as hear him 
know, and his own conſcience can witneſſe to be true, and for his high 
eſteem Of ſuch as ciffer from him in judgement (which who knows 
what his is, for he told us once in the pulpir, That if Chriſt himſelf ſh1uld 
come and queſtion him what judgment be was of, be ſbould be at a 'ofſe to 
make him an anſwer_) may eaſily be gathered from ſome few exprelli- 
ons: Once upon a Lecture day, he ſaid, He did as much believe the Ga- 
ſpel ro be from the devil, as the Presbiterian government from Feſus Chriſt. 
At another time when there was a great meeting of the Miniſters of the 
County at Exon, which as he reported were about two hundred, he 
faid in the Pulpit, he was perſwaded that more of God might be found in 
half a dozen Chriſtians met together , then in all that great aſſembly. we 
coul even load the Reader with ſuch inſtances: as theſe , but ab ungue 
Ceonem. * 
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He adviſed Mr. Condy to ftrike out the Legacy he had gi- Article. 


ven bis ſon Edmond Condy upon his will; and inftead there- 
of would give him two pence to buy an halter. Subſcribed by 
Will. Bole. 


To the fourth it is anſwered that ſurely it could be ny good advice, and Mr. L. Anſ. 


if the 1 did give ſuch advice he was not well adviſed, but he be- 
lieveth he that hath contributed this poor portion to this lick of articles will 
bard'y ſwear it, though his offering ta ſwear falſe for one of Mr. Condies 
ſons1f be would have permitted him ( this defendant hopeth it was rather 
from raſh confidence, then otherwiſe which he hath often ſhewen ) may 
give ſome ground to doubt that he bath need of one to give him advice to 
watch over his boyſterous, rude, and confident Spirit , and to blot out that 
article, and inſteed thereof to write it was a miſtake ; ſomething was ſpo- 
Len by " yof diſcourſe of one in London that gave two pence by will to each 
of = ges that declared the paying of ſhip-mony long ago to be lawful 
( as this defendant hath been put in mind by ſome preſent , for it was quite 
out of his mind that he ſaid any thing like the matter articulate ) this is 
playing ſmall game, V/ill. Bole will have a finger in the pye alſo. 

Here we cannot but obſerve how cloſe Mr. Lar. ſtickes unto his ac- 
cuſtomed method of falling foul upon his accuſer , and now would 
fain poſſeſſe the Readers with a notorious prejudice againſt what he 
ſayes by telling them that he that contributed this poor portion (as he 
cals it) to this ſtock of articles had formerly offered to ſwear falſe for one 
of Ar. Condies ſons if he would have permitted him. But though i- 
liam Bole hath gotten the ſame priviledge that V'yſſes had once from 
Polyphemss to be eaten laſt, yet he muſt not look to far better then his 
neighbours, nay indeed the greedy teethr of this dreadful reputation 
eater do as eagerly ſeaze upon him, as if his miſerable devouring the 
good names of ſo many alicady, had only ſet an edge upon his ſto- 
mack : but to do him right we ſhall deſire ir may be confidered. 1. That 
this ſuppoſed falſe oath, offered to be ſworn , was many months befo e 
he fell off from Mr. Lar. inall whichtime (William Bole hath ſolemaly 
profeſſed) Mr. Lar. never dealt with him about any ſuch thing, nor 
ever made the leaſt mention of it to him, and doubtleſs never had 
ſpoken of it to this very day, if he had not left him. 2. We are cre- 
dibly informed that long before the publiſhing of this narrarive, Mr. Lar. 
was convinced that this was only a miſtake in Mr. Condies ſon , who 
thought that this oath which William Bole ſaid he would take, was 
concerning one Mill, when as he meant another : bur you ſee the man 


cares little for the ruining the good name of another, thar hath none of 


his own, and ſeems to us like the fox in the fable that having loſt his 
own tail would fain have gotten all others into the faſhion. As for the 
ſtory of the halter take this account, Mr. Lar. came to the houſe of 
Will, Bole defiring him to go with him, and deal with Mr.Condy,whom 
he heard detained ten pounds that was due unto his ſon , away they 


went together, and coming to the old man, Mr. Lar, acquaints him _ 
the: 


a. 
— 


Putavi ea de 
re admonen - 
dum eſſe te. 


Reply, 


che report, he anſwered that ho remembred no ſuch thing; immediate. 


5. Article. 


Nr. L. Anſw. 


* 9 
4c; *. 


ly hereupon (for the diſcourſe of the Judges about the ſhip- mony, V. B. 
affirmeth there was not the leaſt hint of it at that time } Mr. Lar. asked 
Mr. C ond) what he had given that ſon upon his will? he anſwered (as 
V. B. reinembers ) apiccc of Plate, and a Tucking Mill. Mr. Lay. re- 
p:ied, Then. ſtrike the piece of Plate and Tuckhing Mill out of your wil, and 
leave them to your ſon Daniel, (a younger ſon that had married Mr. Las 
daughter) and inſtead of them put in two pence to buy a halte: which 
ſtrange and un-Chriſtian advice from a Paſtor to a Church member, 
did to ſadly fit upon the ſpirit cf I. B. that immediately he left the 
chamber and came away; and ſuddenly after while he was yet at the 
door, Dan. Condy cameatter him, asking him wherefore he ſo ſuddenly 
got away ? V. B. anſwered , Becauſe he could not indure ts hear ſuch 
wicked counſel to be given ffom hus Father-in-Law to hs Father; where- 
upon the young man (being aſhamed of it it ſeems as weil as the other) 
deſired the ſaid William Bole to acquaint no body with what he heard; 
and this W. B. is confideut the young man cannot but ſwear as is here 
relate d if called there unto:and if this be ſuch ſmall game what a game- 
iter is Mr. Le;kham ? 

He toll us once in the Pulpit, that he met with one by the 
water ſide that ſaid that none but the ſcum came to hear him, 
aud then added, Nom if you can pack up this do you. Subſcri- 
bed ty Nicholas Watts «4 William Hore. 

The fifth Article is a perileus one; the truth is one Richard Vivian 4 
younger Brother to a Gentleman of another ſpirit , Cc. = replied 
that none heard him but the ſcum of the Town; to whom this de fendart ſaid 

7 Now that a Congregation of two or three thouſand ſhuld 
be ſo reproached dre fin this defendant an expreſſion to that ſence arti- 
culate, though not in that ſence the priſecutors would have it underſtood, 
ro hic* ſhews how apt malice is ty put an ill conſtruction upon Ch-iſtian ad- 
2 ice, becauſe tie words which ſhewed hyw hard it was were added, can 
a”y one neceſſarily male thoſe words to ſignifie an exhortation t) revenge, 
furely thy muſt have more Legi then any of the proſecutors ( or their 
well-wiilers ) have to ds that 

Not to troable the Reader with that impertinent d ſcourſe mentio- 
ned in hisanſwer had with one in the field, we ſhall only take no- 
tice of what he ſays to that of his ( whici1 troubled us) ia che Pulpit: 
tor the words ſpoken, they are ingenuouſly confelled as mentioned in 
the Article, the only thing ia qusſtion being noa their conſtruction 
in ſhort, whether they are to be lookt upon as a Chriſtian advice ( a 
new nole lately found to creep out at) as Mr. Lar. would have it, or 
elſe indeed an incitation to revenge. And here we muſt profeſle , that 
we connot but look upon his hypocritical gloſs as a fin no leſſe abami- 
nable, if not indeed of a deeper dye, then that ia the Article where- 
w th he is charged, to what a pitch of v ickedneſſe is char man grown, 
that to excuſe himſelf of une fin runs head - long into and her, and you 
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Gods ſtamp upon the devils coyn, calling ſuch a rancorous exhortati- 

on to revenge by that right glorious name of Chriſtian advice; but woe 

to them that call evil good, and darkneſs light, neither will this fair 

paint which he hath endeavoured to lay on upon ſo foul a face make it 

any thing the more taking, if it were only conſidered. 1. That if he had 

no intent to Exalperate the ſpirits of his auditors by the relation of 
ſuch a calumny , he would never have divulged it; the words by his 

own confetlion (if they were ſpoken , which the man utterly denies ) 

were ſpoken in private, and had he laid them down where he rook 
them up, there had been no harm done, no occaſion had been admi · 
niſtred, for the embittering of our ſpirits. An unknown abuſe, though 
neverthe leſſe ir be an abuſe, cannot yet be any provocation to the abu- 
ſed to meditate a revenge. 2. Nor is it to be ſlighted which he tels us 
in this very anſwer, that there uſe to be two or three thouſand hearers 
at a time in the congregation where this report was made; had he only 
declared what he had heard unto ſome ſmall company of eminent 
Saints (though experience ſhews they are eminent indeed in whom no 
bad blood is begotten upon the rehearſal of ſuch an obloquy) yet ſome 
thing might be ſaid in favour of the report; but that ſuch a vaſt congre- 
gation as this is, ſhould have ſuch a Rory told them ia the pulpit, and 
none of them reſent it with a revengeful indignation, is indeed that 
which he is not ſo ignorant himſelf to imagine, nor any man in his 

wits ſo indiſcreet as to conceive. Now when a man ſhall be convinced 

in his own conſcience that the relating of a ſlanderous report will be a 
provocation to revenge, and yet ſhall not forhear it, muſt ir not neceſ- 
farily follow that the report of this ſlander is a provocation to revenge? 

Cauſa cauſs eſt cauſa cauſati. Bur 3. that bitter rage and paſſion which 

accompanied his relation of that reproach may ſufficiently inform us of 
the intention of the relator; little reaſon hath any one to ſuppoſe that 
he only minded an advice unto Chriſtian patience under a reproach, 
that diſcovered ſo much impatiency even then when he rela:ed it. 

4. Sure we are, all this is bur loſt labour with ſuch as dwell in theſe 
parts, for every body knows, that pack up this if yu canis lookt upon 
among us as one of the greateſt provocations to revenge, that can eafily 
be imagined. If you can pack up this do you, is a bitter invective againſt 
ſuch as have the leaſt inclination thereuuto, if you p 1c& up this are & 
pack of fools,and baſe ſpirited milk-ſops. L2r any man in his ſenſes be 
confulted with, whether this be nor the ordinacy, nay indeed the only 
uſe of the words in thoſe parts, and therefore to ſhur up this which 1s 
the moſt proper, genuine, and common ſenſe of thi. phraſe , eicher his 
or ours, we ſhall leave to any man that hath his ſenies ro determine. 


He hath often denied himſelf to be the Pariſh Miniſter, 6 Article. 


and ſaid that he did as much hate Parochus as Metropolita- 
nus, that if the Pariſh could get a good Miniſter before the 
twenty ninth day of September next, be world reſigu up the 
place. Sulſcrited by John Pointer, Nicholas Watts, William 


Hore. To 


M. L. anſw. 


Rep!y. 


Caveas in alte- 
rum dicere 
quod in te ſta- 
tim detorqueri 


poteſt. 


(36) 

To the ſixth he ſaith that he alwayes writeth himſelf Miniſter of or at 
Taviſtock, (9c, ———— 4 for the addition about Parochus it is an ad- 
dition and falſe, though it be no great matter if he had ſaid ſo C he ſuppo- 

Jeth) for the reſt of the article it s anſwered to, and that he will at all 

times mabe gosd what he hath ſaid, but his proſecutors have not conſidered 
that it becommeth not ſuch as are leaſt eſteemed in the Church to judge, Cc. 
1 Cor. 6. much leſſe as are open enemies to the power of godlineſs, or 05ſti- 
nate ſinn rs, or perfidious revolters from their ſolemn Covenants, (Fc. 

Two things there are eſpecially which he is charged with in this Ar- 
ricle, firſt that he hath oſten denied | jmſelf ro be the Pariſh Miniſter, 
whereunto you may obſerve he gives an indirect anſwer, we ſpeak of 
what he hath declared in the Pulpit, he tels us of that which he writes 


in his papers; and yet herein hath he publiſhed a moſt manifeſt un- 


truth; ſeveral of his writ-ugs have we ſren, and ſome may be ſhown, 
wherein the Miniſter of Taviſtock ſeems not only beneath him, but even 
the very name of Miniſter ir {elf ; for in a bill that he took from a poor 
member of the Church for ſome mony lent him by the Deacons , may 
be ſeen written with his own hand, All men ſhall know, c. do achnow- 
ledge to owe unto Thomas Larkham of Taviſtock * Gentleman , the full 
ſum, (5c. and therefore ſurely he doth not alwayes write himſelf Mini- 
ſter of or at Taviſtock, To the other about Parochus, &c. he ſaith it is 
falſe and an Addition: and yer ſurely he ſpake it on a Lords day pu- 
blickly before the whole Congregation z alas what conſcience doth this 
man make of ſpeaking lies, and denying truthes; nay that which we 
look upon as a very high aggravation or this fin is , that he cannot for- 
bear ir even upon trivial occaſions, at leaſt ſuch in his own apprehenſi- 
on, for he tels us here he ſuppoſetk ir to be no great matter if he had 
ſaid ſa, and yet he doth deny it: certainly the leſs the remprarion, the 
greater the ſin. As for his anſwer to the laſt clauſe in this Article, that 
if the Pariſh, &c. ( preſented to ihe Commiiſioners upon his going for 
Ireland, and leaving the place un urniſned in his abſcnce as aforeſaid, 
that they might take it into conſideration.) we cannot bur obſcrve how 
much the Pariſh is indebted to him for his charity rowards them: ſa· 
ving only ſome few that joyn with jhim the reſt in Mr Larkhams opi- 
nion are either open enemies unto the power of godlineſs , obſtinate ſinners, 
or perfidious revolters, and now if Mr. Larkham were ſo angry (as you 
ſee in his anſwer (unto the laſt Article) with one who told him pri- 
vately thac the Congregation were but ſcum, and ſo mightily there ag- 
gravares the crime from the greatneſs ofthe number, they being two or 
three thouſand whom he had abuſed, and therefore laboured in the 
Pulpit to ſer the whole Congregation about his eares, with this, Pack. 
wp this if you can; would any one now (as Mercury was ſaid to batt lo- 
gixe with Battus) uſe his own form, and tread in the ſame un-Chriſtian 
pith, he might eaſily retort home the ſame again with uſiry into his 
boſom for the one traduced them ( if ir were true which Mr. Lar. re- 
ports) only in a corner, but Mr. Lar. on the houſe top, publiſhing it a. 


broad to the world in print, that they are open enemies to the os 
coaline]s, 


| (37) 
godlineſs, obſtinate ſinners, or perfidious revolters, =— Has fundit dives 
facundia gemmas. 


He ſaid in the Pulpit that he had ten in bis Church that 
ſrould pray with any ten in forty miles round about. Sulſcri- 
bed by John Pointer, Nicholas Watts, Wil.Bole, Wil. Hore. 


To the ſeventh, he ſaith, that he well remembreth on a day of ſolemn bu- Mr. L. Anſw. 


miliation appointed for the Nation , having performed exerciſes of Religion 
ſuitable unto the day unto wearineſs ; in the cloſe he prayed all that were de- 
firous to ſeeł God farther to come to his houſe, (5c. 

For the excuſing of this idle, fooliſh, ridiculous bragging, which you 
ſee here he is (and well he may) be aſhamed ro own, he is tain accord- 
ing to his former method, to betake himſelf to his old refuge of lying & 
ſlandering : two or three lies, with the like quantity of calumniating 
reproaches, muſt ſerve in ſtead of better ſtuffe, to be called an anſwer 
to any Articl:,whenſoever he is gravelled ; and this among ſuch as have 
not the wit to diſcern, will paſs as current, and be lookt upon as good 
as any hay in Crediton. Now here, 1. He offers ſomew hat as to the time 
of delivering theſe words. 2. He quite and clean alters themʒand laſtly 
(as he hath all along before ) he falls a reviling of his accuſers, but 
noiſe and out- crĩes will not help an Eclipſc;agnita ſunt ſi iraſcaris. 1.For 
the time in which the words articulate were ſpoken, fain would he 
have ir to be a day of ſolemn humiliarion, which if it wou'd be granted 
ſome what he would conſeſſe, though not that which he is accuſed for; 
but however we ſhould be glad to hear him talk ofa day of humiliati- 
on wherein he might manifeſt his repentance, as for his many other 
enormities, ſo alſo for rhoſe manifold untruths and ſlanders preſented 
to the world in this wretched narrative; yer muſt we not part with 
truth tkough it be but for a day, for indeed not upon a day of humilia- 
tion, but upon a Lords day in the afrernoon, as he was drawing towards 
rhe cloſe of his Sermon, were theſe words ſpoken by him of which we 
are ſpeak ng; auxit vitia dum voluit ſanare. 2. For the words them- 
{ Ives, we do ſolemnly and ſeriouſly pre feſs that they were the very 
fame that are mentioned in the Article, and this a great many others, 
beſides thoſe that gave ir into the Commiſſioners under their hands 
are ready to depoſe when thereunto they ſhall be called, and therefore 
'rwere good that he were minded if he have forgotten it that as primus 
felicitats eft gradus non delinquere, ſo, ſecundus agnoſcere. Alas had he 
only ſaid , That he bleſſed God that there were many that God bad given 
good abilities unto to pray, or to that effect, we ſhould not have excepted 
againſt ir, but ſhould have been ready to bleſs God for it as well as Mr. 
L. bur that which ſtumbled us was his dropping ſuch an expreſſion as 
ſeemed to acquaint us, that he was very ill acquainted with what pray- 
ing meant; for certainly the beſt part of the prayer lics not in wording 
it with God, but in thoſe bleſſed breathings and pantings of the ſoul, 
and thoſe ſighes and groanings of the ſpicit which cannot be uttered 3 
player alas is not the work of art or — „ beſides who _— = 

that 


7. Article. 


Rep'v. 


(38) 
( that knows what it is to pray) that thoſe that have the moſt excellent 
giſts are not alwaies themſelves alike affected in their prayers , nor yet 
indeed affecting unto others; the Angel is not at all times moving of 
the waters, and the wind blows as where, ſo when it liſteth. And 
therefore though Cock-maſters, Horſe-racers, and Hunters, do lay their 
wagers, and make their boaſts, that their Cocks, Horſes , Dogs , ſhall 
fight, run, and hunt, with any Cocks, Horſes, Dogs, in forty miles round 
about, yet we verily believe that never any ſuch wager was laid or 
boaſt made by any Miniſter ſincerely godly, That he had ten members 
in bis Church that ſhould pray with any ten in forty miles round about. 3. For 


his accuſers, 1. he accuſeth them altogether, and then ſingles out one 


among the reſt, which he falls upon in particular. That which he ſays of 
them in general is, that they are abſurd and abuſrve lyars and ſlanderers, 
which yet we doubt not, they are never rhe ſooner in any honeſt mans 
eys for his abſurd and abuſive belying and ſlandering them. It was a no- 
table ſaying of Seneca and here applicable, Male de me loquuntur ſed mali 
— noverer fi de me Marcus Cato, ſi Lalius ſapiens, fi duo Scipio- 
nes iſta loquerentur. But yet we cannot but take notice of that caninus 
appetitus which he maniſeſteth in devouring the good names and repu- 
tations of all ſuch as do oppoſe him. What an inſatiable ſtomach doth 
he here diſcover, that having broken his faſt upon every one of their 
good names before that ſubſcribed this Article, and afterwards made 
his dinner upon the reputation of a whole Town and Pariſh , wherein 
he acknowledgeth at leaſt two or three thouſand Inhabirants , ſhould 
yet ſo greedily for his bever recurn to them again, and fall a picking of 
their. very bones; as for Nicholas Watts which he hath ſingled out a- 
mong the reſt, he is reſolved as it ſeems to make no bones of him, and 
therefore hath ſer him with Uriah in the forefront of the battle, that 
his good name may rhe more eaſily be ſmitten and dye, and were not 
his name above the reach of his venomous teeth, would (falfly ſaith his 
own conſcience, and wickedly too ſay others) put off that brand on 
him which ſticks indelibly on himſelf, which puts us in mind of that of 
Tacitus, more vulgi ſuum quiſque flagitium aliis objefFans ; and here we 
cannot bur obſerve, and deſire the Reader alſo to take notice of a very 
remarkable providence, for aſſoon as Mr. Lay. had printed this libel, 
before any of the books were ſeen in the Country, NV. V. was ſummo- 
ned by a Warrant ſrom the Commiſſioners for the ejection of ſcanda- 
lous Miniſters, &c. ro appear before them at Exon the 7. of September 
laſt, to give in evidence upon another paper of Articles exhibited a- 
gainſt Mr. Lar. where one of the firſt Articles he was examined upon 
(they being all of chem to our knowledge drawn up without his pri- 
vacy) was that Mr. Larkham was a common lyar, and the interrogato- 
ty put unto him was whether he knew not Mr. L. to be ſuch, where- 
upon admiring the ſtrangenels ofthe providence, and obſerving how 
God himſelf took the revenging of this injury into his own hands, cau- 
ſing this malitious man to fal into that pit which he had digged for him, 


. humbly defired that honorable Committee that he might be yy 
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(39) 
from givingevidence thereunto, and that ſomewhat the rather becauſe 
(according to Mr. Perkins) to make a man a common lyer, it is requi- 
fire, 1. That he ſpeak very many untruchs. 2. That lie that ſpeaks 
them knows them to be ſo; and 3. That he doth all this with a pur- 
pole to deceive, which (however Mr. L. is ſo nimble in ſtigmatiz ing 
men with this odious brand) is not ſo eaſily to be diſcerned; but eſpe- 
cially upon this ground he deſired to be for bora, becauſe Mr. I. (as 
he ſaw two day es before) in his anſwer to this ſeventh Article had 
ſcandalized him with the ſame brand, and therefore ſhould he ſwear 
him to be ſuch, it might be lookt upon by ſome as a revenging of him- 
ſelf, only he defired by the Commiſſioners good leave to put a word 
or tWo to Mr. L. for the wiping off of this blurre , which ſo maliti- 
ouſly he had endeavoured to have faſtned upon him, and therefore de- 
manded of Mr. L. whether in thoſe five whole years while he joyned 
with him he did ever as much a> deal wich him for any one untruch 
ſpoken by him in all that time, which fy. L. could not affirm. 2. Whe- 
ther he had nor alſo profered while he joyned with him to reſign up 
his Paſtoral Office to him, and often deſired him ro become a joynt Pa- 
ſtor with him of the Church? To which he replied , that then indeed 
he had very good thoughts of him. Laſtly, whether there were more 
then two years hetween N.W. his leaving Mr. L. and Mr. Lar. giving in 
his anſwer to the Commiſſioners wherein he had atfirmed him to be a 
common lyer; and if ſo, how he or any rational man could poſſibly 
conceive that he could multiply ſo many acts on the ſuddain as to beget 
a habit, and in ſo ſhort a time make ſuch an evident diſcovery of that 
habit by the multiplying again of ſo many acts, as that the whole Town 
ſhould take ſuch notice of it as ro brand him with ſuch an epither. All 
that Mr. L. returned to this (when he perceived how it was lookt up- 
on-as a notorious ſcandal) that they were not his words, but ſome one 
there was that told him ſo, but ho that ſome body was, Where he 
dwelt, or when it was reported, he made no diſcovery z and now if the 
report of one be enough to conclude V. V. a lyer, why ſhould not the 
report of another be as ſufficient a ground to conclude Mr. L. alſo to be 
a Whore-maſter : for to go no farther then the fifth page of his narra- 
tive, he tells us that a Commitlioner in London talks of two Baſtards one 
in new Eng land, and another in od; quad tibi fiert non vis alteri ne fece- 
ris. But certainly were not the vhet- ſtone his already, all thoſe that 
dwell in Town, or in all the Countrey round about cannot but think 
he is reſolved to have it, never elſe would he have aſſerted that which 
the whole Country eryes ſhame on for a moſt notorious untruth. Many 
bundred hands we are perſwaded (would he look after it) would be 
given him from perſons of the moſt conſiderable quality in the place to 
teſtifie unto the world that rhey never as much as heard of any ſuch 
thing before it dropt from his ſcandalous pen. But as Virgil when Fili- 
ſtus calumniated him, ſaid, he would be ſilent, becauſe Auguſtus and 
Mecengs would anſwer for him; ſo indeed may we ſpare tovindicate 


N, W. in this, becauſe all ſuch as are * godly, or but * 
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- with civility in all cheſe parts acquit the accuſed, and cry ſhame on the 


accuſer. Bur N. W. hath no great reaſon ro complain of this as ſuch an 
abuſe from Mr. L. for that he uſeth him no worſe then his own wife, 


* concerning whom how truly God knows, yer baſely enough , he hath 


often reported the ſame thing. 

He brings in many ridiculous rimes, and impertinent ſto- 
ries in his Sermons , very unbefitting the ſeriouſneſs which 
becomes one that hath to deal in the name of God , about the 


ſalvation of ſouls. 


To the eighth, he craveth that inſtances be brought , the Commentary an- 
nex-d is bypocritical and befitting the foreſaid Watts. 

Surely the Reader would not only account us very diſcourteous, but 
this Article alſo imperrinent and ridiculous, ſhould we not gratifie 
Mr. L. in ſo reaſonable a requeſt, and therefore if he be angry for inſer- 
ting them, he muſt blame himſelf for requiring them, we ſhall only 
give you of his Pulpet Rimes,and leave the Reader to the following Re- 
monſtrance for his impertinent diſcourſes. We ſhall begin with the 
— catch, and his reproof in Rime as he delivered them in a 

rmon. 


Three merry men, and three merrry men, and three merry men are we. 
And ** men, and three wicked men, and to the devil you ſhall go 
all three, 
The Church is no wild Cat, and the parſon is no Hare, 
Come when ever you will, you find one of them there. 
Thar long Popiſh Rime we have often. FRE 
T give my dole when I am dead, 
I eat my maker in my bread , 
I knock my breſt at every poſt, | 
T pray to God and beavenly boſt : 1 
And doing this ſtill day by day, : 
My venial fins ſhall waſh away. 
An old Popiſh prayer in theſe words. 
Four corners in mybed, 
Four Angels there be ſpread, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 
Bleſſe the bed that 1 lye on. | 
For charmes we have them of all ſorrs; one for a ſcald, 
Two Angels came from the Weſt, 
The one brought fire, the other brought froſt, 
Out fire, in froſt : 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Another, but to what uſe we remember not, the words are, 
Mary fary, fary Mary. 
Another for the Tooth - ach which is very long and we cannot repeat: 


Chriſt came by where Taplyn lay, and — — 
lis y piyn lay, . 


- 
TO 
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Another charm calculated alſo for the ſame Meridian of the Tooth- 


ach, bur may generally ſerve without any pal 
ach in the limbs. Y Paipable error for any other 


Abraham laid him down to ſleep 
Uponthe Mount of Oliveet, 
Then came our Lord in his own body, 
And ſaid, Abraham why canſt thou not ſleep ? 
I cannot ſleep ———— 
* The night watches do trouble me ſo; on 
Ariſe Abraham and go with me, 
And all thy pain ſhall wear from thee, &c. 


Another parcel of ſtrange aſtoniſhing words, bur to what purpoſe 
we remember not: 
Hudre, and Cudre, Taddacaſter, and wiſe, which we think he told 
us were in the Shaſtow, and the Sunedevaſtow. 
True it is for the charmes, c. (for we muſt do him right) he repro- i 
ved them when he reported them, but whither charming might not be 
reproved without all this Gibble-gabble,ler wiſe men judge. And now 
whether Mr. L. hath manifeſted his diſcrerion in craving theſe inſtances, 
or N.W.may be aſhamed of his Commentary upon them(as Mr. L. would 
have it) that they are very unbefitring the ſeriouſneſs which &c. 
as hypocrirical ; ler Chriſtians cenſui e. 8 
He ſaid once in the Pulpit that Auti-Chriſt was come over 9- Article. 


from Rome to Edenburg, and from thence to London, and 
from thence to Exeter, and that as a thief purſued by a hue 
and cry gets into a Fuſtice of Peace his houſe , and what Offi | 
ces dares go there to ſeek, him. Subſcribed by Walter God- = 
bear, Will. Bole, Alex. Gove, Will. Hore. ; 


To the laſt, he knoweth not that ever be mentioned the words as they are Mr. L. Anſ. 
ſet down ; but if he did, he ſeeth not the ſcandal of them, or the uſe of that 
Article, ſave only to perform Watts his promiſe, or threat, to male this de- 
fendant odious among all the Miniſters of the County, &c. ; 
Here again to begin where he ends, for he cannot change his method, Reply, 
he muſt have a fling to the Author of the Article, though bur the ſup- 
poſed : but though ſometimes he hath gueſſed ſomewhar near, yet here 
he was miſtaken. And now for want of matter, not malice tocalum- 
niate, he isfain to ſerve in a Crambe bis cocta, and tells us of his pro- 
miſe, or threat to make him odious : and now truly ſeeing he will not 
be at the paines to ſtudy new ſlanders, we ſhall ſave the labour of re- 
turning new anſwers, defiring the Reader to look back unto what 
hath been replied before on the 3. Article, and not to make a long har- 
veſt of a little Corn: to that alſo of his not remembring the words, we 
ſhall fay no more but that others do; and to ſarisfie him in the ground 


of our inſerting it, we refer him to the depoſitions of the * 5 — 
ords- 


5. Article. 


Mr. L. Anſw. 


Reply. 
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words being ſpoken by him when there was a general meeting of the 
godly Miniſters of the County, both Presbyterian, and Congregational, 
in the City of Exon, and ſo ſerve for an evident manifeſtation of his diſ- 
affection to them: and ſo much for this Article and this paper. 


Additional Articles, anſwered unto under the 
name of the Gibble-gabble. 


M. Larkham ſaid ſince his coming home from Ireland, 
that the devil was an Orthodox Divine, and that he had 
more Orthodox Divinity in him then half the Miniſters in 
Chriſtendom. 

He ſaith nom, that the devil is more Oxthodox then many Prieſts and Mi- 
niſters in Chriſtendom. 

As to this ample atteſtation which Mr. Lar. hath given unto the de- 
vil ( beſides that the devil is very much beholding to him for ſuch a 
courteſie, which we are apt to think he might have gone all Chriſten- 
dom over to have ſought, and yet have gone without it) we ſhall only 
ſay, 1. That the devil ſhould be ſo famouſly Orthodox, ſeems to us a 
Paradox. 2. That he ſhould have more Orthodox Divinity in him then 
half the Miniſters in Chriſtendom, is 1 Doctrine which few men in Chri- 
ſtendom (we believe) ever heard out of a Pulpit , and we cannot but 
look upon as notoriouſly Heterodox 3 for though we ſhall eaſily grant 
the devil ro have more Logick, Philoſophy, &c then all the Miniſters 
in Chriſtendom , yer to ſay he hath more Orthodox Diviniry in him 
then the one halt of them, we cannot but look upon ir as diſhonorable 
ro Chriſt, ſcandalous to the Miniſtry, contrary to the Scriptures, read 
John 14.21,23,26. John 15.15. Fohn 19.13. Matthew 11.25. Luke 10.21, 
&c. Matt. 28. 20. Pſal:25.14. Prov 3.32-and John 8.44. maniteſtly,un- 
leſs he think Truth to be one thing and Divinity another. 3. That the 
devil is an Orthodox Divine (by which the Country underſtand ſuch a 
one as makes it his 1 ego» roſtudy and teach Divinity) ſeems to us a 
down-rightlye, expreſly contrary to what is affirmed by him that is 
the truth John 8. 44. yea more then the devil dares ſay och mſelf, 
1 Kings 22. 22. but were it granted, that with ſome nice diſtinctians 
and quirks of Logick he might be able to patch up ſome what with 
much ado to make this hold, can any man in the world think it fir, 
chat ſuch amazing prejudice-raifing notions, no other wiſe uſeful then 
to ſet the Congregation aſtaring in his face, and wondring at him, 454 
man ſhowing more reſpect unto the devil, then his brerhren in the Mi- 
niſtry, ſhould rake up that pretious hour which ſhould be ſpent in con- 
vincing men of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment? If herein we do 
manifeſt the weakneſs of our brains, and ſhew our ſelves a company o 
fools, we hope ſome wiſe men into whoſe hands this may come wil 


diſcover ſo much honeſty and Chriſtian ingenuity as to convinceus 


0 
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of it; however for preſent we cannot (unleſs we ſhould be in urious 
unto our own conſciences) but proteſt againſt ir. 


Alſo he ſaid that Religion was never ſo in faſhion as it is 2. Article. 


now; for it is an eaſie matter for a man to come into an Office 
under the States, either to be an Exciſe-man or Cuſtomer, or to 
get a place in the Arn'y, and then write great Lines, and call 
in the Countrey about them at their pleaſure. 


Tt Align is in faſhion (bleſſed be God) and that it is an eaſie mar- Mr. LAT. Anſ. 


ter for men upon the ſcore of religion to abuſe ſuch as love religion: as for 
the reſt of the non-ſence, he believeth it is fitter for his abſurd adverſaries 
to write in articles, then for bim to utter as they are written. 


See you how bravely Mr. L. can ſtand upon his pantofles, and lock Rel y. 


big; bur to anſwer him as briefly. 1. If the article be non-ſenſe, let 
him rake it to himſelf, they are his own words, and ſo ſpeak his igno- 
rancc. 2. If this traſh look in his eyes ſo ugly in an article, then ſurely 
he cannot bur think it muſt needs look in our eyes far worſe in a Ser- 
mon. 3. This non-ſenſe may ſerve to make men ſenſible of his ſquibs 
and jeers pelted at ſome in authority, that had written ſome lines to 
call him before chem about that time. : 


Alſo he hath often ſaid formerly that there was not à jot of 3. Article. 


grace in thoſe words of Chriſt's prayer which he made to bis 
_ before his Paſſion, If it be poſſible let this cup paſſe 
rom me. 


The ſubſtance of that of the deſire of our Lord Feſus none but an Tgnora- Mr. L. Anl.. 


mus will queſtion; He referreth bimſelf to what he hath cauſed to be prin- 
ted, and preſented to the Uni vexſity of Cambridge. 


What Mr. L. may mean by that of the ſubſtance of the deſire of our Rep! 


Lord Jeſus, we will take leave to conjecture; that is it which he hath 

inſerted concerning a prayer of Chriſt in his book of the Attributes ot 
God, an Engliſh book, by a Latine epiſtle dedicated to Camb, idge: 

*tis well that his Alma mater is ſo much honoured as to have ought 
dropped from Mr. L's pen preſented to her: his Mother Church the 
Church of England is preſented in moſt of his diſcourſes to be little bet- 

ter then a Strumpet; bur for a ſubſtantial reply ro what he would 
have us think, hath ſubſtance in ir. We would not fore-ſtall the Mar- 
ker, and anticipate the Readers judgement, to conform to what might 
be ſaid to this defire of Chriſt :in his Agony; for that we expect the 
Churches of Chriſt ſhould ſee ſomewhar. # profeſſo & de induſtria from 
ſome other pen more immediately concerned in this affair then our 
ſelves: but we may not offend by an Eſſay. 1. We are Chriſtians, 
and tis a reproach to us to have to have the good of our Lord evil ſpo- 
ken of. 2. We had teſtifyed againſt the unſavourineſſe of that expreſ- 

ſion in the article; and now when calamo & ſcripto a worthy preſence 

and we are referred to what he hath writren thereupon, we will give 


you afew ſimples before a richer antidote be adviſed to us, to kill the 
yenome 


(44) 
venome of that peſtilent ſaying, leſt it cauſe any more diſtempers in mens 
minds about our Lord Jeſus in thoſe Chriſt-blaſpheming days. 3. we 
.could abundantly tell you how far Mr. L's confeſſions and challenge in 
print are from his words delivered and reiterated in the Pulpit. 4. But 
we will adventure to lay down our Anticheſis to his Theſis, and be 
Hold to ſay that grace there was in that prayer of Chriſt ; and thus we 
rove it. | 

1 x. If there were no grace in that prayer of Chriſt, then Chriſt's pra- 
Riſe in prayer was below his precepts to us for prayer, but &c. ergo. 

2. If there were no grace in that deſire & c. it was a voice of the tleſh; 
but it was not a voice of the fleſn, ergo. Had it been a voice of the fleſh, it 
had not been heard of the Father; bur it was heard, &c. ergo. 

3. If all the defires of Chriſt's humane will were gracious, then this; 
bur all, &c. ergo, the ſequel of the major may be thus confirmed. All 

the deſires of that will to which grace was connatural were gracious, 
but grace was connatural; ergo. Gratiaſic in illo naturalis fuiſſe dicitur, 
quod d natura divina & ab illius nativitate in eo fuerit. Aquin. 3 S. R.2, 
Axt. 12. . * 

4. A deſire of faith hath grace in it, hut this &c. ergo. Ex filiali fidacia 
fuxit ita precatio. Pareus in Matth. 26.39. 


5. That deſire which carrieth in it ſuch a knowledge of, and ſub- | 


million to God's covenant, as none but himſelf, or man by tlie teaching 
of God can know and attain to, hath grace in it; but this deſire, &c. 
ergo. Cenfir. major by the words ii Sv1ar en. 3 28 

6. That which was profitable and neceſſary for our ſalvation was of 
grace, but ſuch was this; ergo. Saluti noſtræ utile fuit, imo neceſſarium ſic 
affici filium Dei. Calv. Inſt. 12. 27. 

7. He whoſe defires to men were all gracions, undoubtedly made 
none to his Father but were ſuch ; but &c. ergo. 

8. That prayer which pleaſeth God muſt needs be gracious 3 bur &c. 
erg. The major is 1:ndeniable, the minor thus proved: Chrilt pleaſed 
God in all things, therefore in this, Jo. 8. 20. 

We are ſo far from thinking this deſire of Chriſt to proceed from any 

want of grace, that we ſhould conceive that it had argued the abſence 
of grace if this prayer for ſelf-preſervarion had not been made; quzlibet 
natura eſt ſue conſervatrix. Nor can we ſee how Chriſt could be full of 
grace if his prayers ſhould be empty. 

Thus without any ſpecious pretences of aged experience, &c. we 
have propounded a few arguments to confure Mr. L's fanraſtical if not 
blaſphemous opinion of this defire of our Lord Chriſt ; had we met 
with ſuch an expreſſion of a prayer of our Saviour from the old Here- 
ticks, or the modern blaſphemers, Bidle, Coppe, or Naylour, it had been 
no wonder, but to hear and read Mr. L. whoprerends to ſuch an emi- 
nency in divinity, that he looks upon himſclf ranquam inter ſtellas Luna 
minores, reiterating and boaſting of tliis reproach (we give it no better 
rerm) of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ir cannot but aſtoniſh us. well may 


he call his rejoynder (with which he threatens us) Judas hanged of; 
lt; 
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ſelf; if he can juſtifie ſuch expreſiogs as theſe=— and he cannot give 
it a fitter name. 


That God hath an ugly face. 


That avout God's ugly face was firſt taben up by the husband of one Chri- 
ſtian Stevens, a ſilly ignorant ſuperſtitious woman, and he a wretched ene- 


my , and nw isjimply bound up in this bund{e of folly, Me. but hath often 
uſed anthopopathies, as doth the Hey Ghoſt in Scripture, Cc. 


The reader is defired to take notice of the unworthy abuſiveneſſe of Reply. 


his expreſſions, The husband of one Chriſtian Stevens; what hath the 
man no name? or elſe ſuch a one as may not be urtered ? who would 
deſire a clearer ſymptome for the manifeſtation of a proud, arrogant, diſ- 


- dainful ſpirit? but the truth is, he hath a mind to call her 4 ſiihj igno- 


rant ſuperſtitious woman, and ſo diſcovers to the world his own filly ig- 
norance, in that for divers years ſince, this Chriſtian Stevens was by him 
admitted to be a member of his Church; ſo that whileſt he puts off the 
reproach with one hand to another, he palpably plucks it on with both 
upon himſelf. Surcly that Paſtor doth diſcover us but ſmall diſcretion 
that admits a ſilly ignorant ſuperſtitious woman to be amember of his 
Church, eſpecially if his judgement lead him to act upon the 
Congregational account, as Mr. Larkham doth pretend; and there- 
fore if his own words may be believed, he hath little reaſon ſure to in- 
veigh againſt his neighbour Miniſters for their large admiſſions, that 
confeſlerh to the world in print under hs own hand, he admitted 4 ſilly 
ignorant ſuperſtitious woman to be a member of his ſociety. But it ſeems 
(were the charge granted) this was done when he made ſuch another 
Zubilee(as he called it once )when he took in the old deaf Grace, & had 
alſo the old Gilbert Ebſworthy; had he not upon the defire of one askt 
him what his condition was by nature whether good or bad, and the 

old manreplyd,that he thought indifferent, been an obſtruction there- 

unto: But whatever the man or his wife were that took ths up, he 


muſt needs be to blame that did let ir fall. Certainly ithe expreiſion 


hath an ugly face, & though ir may not be denyed fat the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made uſe of anthropopathies in Scripture, yet will it puzzle him to 
produce ſuch a one as this; why cannot he put a check upon his wan- 
ton roving, luxuriant fancy, and inure himſelf ro a wholeſome form of 
ſound words, when he comes ro ſpeak of the things of God, as the god- 
ly learned Miniſters of the Nation? to ſay the Divel is an orthodox 
Divine, that that part of Chriſt's prayer if ir be poſſible, &c. had not 2 
rag of grace in it( for that ragged expreſſion he uſed once in the pulpit) 
that God had an ugly face, char Chriſtians muſt live above Obedience, 
(which occafioned a publick diſpure between him and Mr. How,where 
the people fell a laughing at him, ſo bluely came he off ) and many 
other ejuſdem faring. We appeal to any godly mans conſcience under 
Heaven; whether ſuch things are ever likely ro adminiſter grace to the 
hearers. Sure had he ſtudied for a fitter name then that of the Gibble 
Gabble to ſer upon this paper of articles, he could not eaſily have 


found it; Ti's Gibble Gabble, Gibble Gabble ſure enough; and piry 
G 


Mr. Lar. Anſ. 


s. Article. 


M. L. anſw. 


Reply. 


8. Article. 


Mr. L. Anſ. 
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thar ever ſuch Gibble Gabble ſhould be Gabbled in a Pulpir. 

Alſo he ſaid that if Chrijt ſhould come to queſtion bim 
what judgement he was of, he ſhould be at a loſſe to make him 
an anſwer, neither ſhould we know what judgement he. wa of 


Concerning the next ſilly ſcrap, he thinks malice was more plentiful then 
matter to make his adverſaries to play ſuch ſmall game: this Defendant 
knoweth nor to what end he ſhould ſpeak it as is articulate, or to what end 
this ſhould be put into an article of charge. 

Not to ſay any thing unto Mr. L's invectives which the reader ſees by 
this time are ſo bred in his bones, that there is little hope of getting 
them our of his skin; that which he ſays of this is, that it is a filly ſcrap, 
and becauſe we would agree with Mr. L. in ſome thing, we ſhall con- 
feſſe ir ſo indeed; and yet of theſe filly ſcraps our pulpit hath great 
ſtore. But if mens judgements about Church- government (for to deal 
ingenuouſly with him, we conceive that was his meaning when the 
words were ſpoken) be ſuch a ſmall game as he makes ir, its ſtrange he 
ſhould play away ſo much time about it in the pulpit, as tis known he 
doth 3 ask any that hear him whether Mr. L's diſcourſe of Church- 
diſcipline have not a far greater ſhare in his ſermons then one half of the 
Commandments. Neither will his ſaying that he knew not to what 
end he ſhould ſpeak the words that he is charged with, any way exte- 
nuate but rather aggravate the crime. The more is he to be blamed 
(will wiſe men ſay ) that ſpeaks ſuch rhings in the pulpit as he neither 
knows why nor wherefore? But though he can give you no reaſon for 
his ſpeaking them, let him nor meaſure our corn by his buſhel, and 
think that we alſo are to ſeeke of a reaſon for inſerting them; the 
truth is, we had a mind to tell the world hat a ſtrange kind of Mini- 
ſter we have here in Taviſtock, that quarrels ſo much with other mens 
zudgements, and yet knows not his own. 


Alſo thoſe Miniſters which were put in to preach in his ab- 
ſence being in Ireland, he ſaid they were the ſons of Edom, 
and gave thanks to God for thoſe that carried [on his work, in 
his abſence, and did threaten them of his Church-members for 
leaving his private meetings, and for their going to the pub- 
lick ordinance, and for the hearing of thoſe men they were to 
give ſatisfaclion to the Church before they ſhould commu- 
nicate. 

But to the terrible charge which followeth, he anſwereth that one Digory 
pol wheel, that preacheth at Whichurch, being gotten up into this Defen- 
dants pulpit, pronounceth the people of God accurſed, and their prayer and 
preaching, that refuſed to bear him whom they knew no reaſon why they 
ſhould hear; for he had no call either of God or man to preach at that 
time : ſince ſome ſay be hath been ordained by divers Miniſters. *Tis poſſi- 


ble ſome words might.be ſpoken by this Defendant which the profecaters 
oy, would. 


at 
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would make the world believe were intended againſt this My. Polewheel 


The reſt he reed not be aſhamed to own, though much of it be ſtark falſe, for- 


he pleaded with divers about ſome that he thought did intend well in going 

to the Pariſh meeting houſe, when that Hundreds of choiſe Chriſtians met 

— / where, and had aſſiſtance to carry on the work, for whom ſtill he bleſſeth 
od. 

Two things he is charged with in this Article, 1. his reviling of many 
godly Miniſters, who upon the deſire of the Commiiſioners did preach 
in Taviſtock, when he was gont for Treland, and left the place unprovi- 
ded, calling them the Sons of Edom. 2. His unwarrantable dealing with 
ſuch ot his Church members as refuſed to hear thoſe Anabaptiſts that 
preached in his houſe. To the firſt he ſays nothing either by way of de- 
nial or excuſe, and therefore ic muſt be taken for granted; which how- 
ever he profanely derides, it is a terrible charge indeed. But for want 
of other talk he ſingles out Mr. Polewheel from the reſt, and falls un- 
worthyly foul upon him; and here it may be noted, that though the 
Article ſpeaks not a word of any particular abuſe of Mr. Polen heel more 
then any of thoſe other reverend Miniſters that preached among us in 
his abſence, for he is not as much as named in the Article, and there- 
fore we wonder with what face he could ſay, That the proſecutors would 
make the world believe the words ſpsken by him were intended a, ainſt this 
Mr. P. yet his guilty conſcience that needs no other accuſer doth ſtare 
him in the face. And now ſeeing he hath brought Mr. P. upon the ſtage, 
it will not be amiſſe to note 1. his ſighting diſ-reſpe&ful mentioning 
of him, one Digory Polen heel, he might have ſhown a little civility had 
it pleaſed him, though nothing elſe, eſpecially ſince he expects ſo much 
from others, for the man is nor contented with the title of a Miniſter, 
bur ſubſcribes himielf Gentleman forſooth, though indeed we know he 
is the firſt of that houſe. 2. 'Tis to be noted how he would make the 
world believe that this D. P. did without any call or warrant preach in 
Taviſtock in his abſence , whereas his own memory can admoniſh him 
of this, that he received a check from the Commiſſioners at Exon, for af- 
firming that Mr. P. had not their order to preach at that time; and alſo 
that Fohbn Smith Regiſter read unto him the Letter wherein the Com- 
miſſioners empowred this Mr. P. and ſome of his neighbour Miniſters to 
preach at Taviſtock in his abſence, ſo that now you have him here diſ- 
covering himſelf to be a vile perſon, in acting againſt his own conſcience, 
for notwithſtanding all tis that you heard before he hath here againſt 
his own knowledg publiſhed ro the world , that Mr. P. had no call or 
warrant to preach at that time: and truly (which is greatly to be pitied) 
he hath been guilry of ſo many lyes and falſchoods in the place where 


now he lives, that few will believe him when he ſpeaks truth. 3. You 


may obſerve that unworthy horrible reproach that he hath branded 
him with, for which he can never make him ſatisfaction, viz. that he 
pronounced the people o. God accurſed , &c ro which we return that 
all rhar then heard him can clear him from that horrid fin, with which 
he is moſt falſly charged, and ſhall affirm, that thoſe whom —— 
G 2 e 
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he alleadgeth him to have curfed, we have reaſon to believe that he de- 
lights in as the moſt excellent ones on earth: and to this we ſhall far- 
ther add that if Mr. L. had but half ſo many to acquit him from his foul 
miſdemeanours in Old and New England, though they be two large pie- 
ces of ground, he would be a great deal leſs infamous then now he is. 
Again we ſhall ask Mr. L. whether he did not take occaſion thus to a- 
buſe Mr. P. becauſe he did brotherly and humbly admoniſh , or rather 
beſecch him in the preſence of many other Miniſters to leave his idle di- 
greſſions, & to preach the word of Chriſt wichout his ſinful mixtures? 
and if ſo, whether ic be not deviliſh to render evil to him for good? 
and farther we ſhall tell him that though he make light ro curſe others, 
yet we know no godly miniſter will be his companion in this ſin. The 
4. thing to he nored is Mr. L's. denial of Mr, P's. call from God or men 
to preach at that time; now for his call ſrom men we have formerly told 
you, and for his call from God we ſuppoſe tis enough that he can ſatis- 
fie his own ſpirit in it. But ſure we are that Mr. L. hath no ſuch extra- 
ordinary ſpirit to diſcern that he had no call from God, and thereſore 
though he hath wickedly ſaid ir, we ſuppoſe that none will believe 
him. 8. The laſt thing not to be omitted is that fling of his alſo to his 
ordination, to which we only return, that tis much that he mentions 
his being ordained by divers Miniſters, for he told us in the Pulpit a while 
ſince, that the laying on of never ſo many of their ſlovenly hands could 
not make a Miniſter, and indeed if he had the diſpoſing of them he 
would ſell them at a cheap rate, for he uſeth to value them after one 
half penny a thouſand. To the ſecond he ſaith, 1- That it is ſtark falſe, 
and we ſay we can prove it to be true by ſome members of the Church 
that then heard the words ſpoken. 2. That he nced not be aſhamed to own 
it, and truly then he need not be aſhamed of any thing: what, is it not a 
ſhame to ſuſpend the members of his Church, becauſe they heard thoſe 
reverend godly Miniſters that preacht in publick, and would not hear 
thoſe Anabaptiſts in private, whom he himſelf had preached' to be er- 
ronious , and ſaid they brought in damnable hereſies? and is he not 
aſhamed of this? Alas! alas! Liberins peccat cum pudor omnis abeſt.Laſtly 
to that ſtrange ſtory of the meeting of Hundreds of choice Chriſtians at 
that time elſe where, 1. we ſay the Lord increaſe the number of choiſe 
Chriftians in Taviſtock, and in all other places. 2. Godly men know 
that choice Chriſtians are nor ſo plentiful as to he numbred by the hun- 
dreds, neither in Taviſtock, nor in any other place of that bigneſſe. 
3. Hec ego ſi dixiſſem, had ſuch a word dropt from any of our mouths, 
he would have given us the wlietſtone, and have hooted at it for a 
wide-mouthed lye. 4. If there were hundreds of choice Chriſtians to 
meet in Taviſtock in private, beſides all ſuch as were in the publick 
Congregation , what a groſs lye is that he writes in his Lettes to Mr. 
Stacleh and Mr. Bartlet (which he would father upon the Church, & 
faith he was nor acquainted with it , though one of the Members that 
ſubſcribed it told one of us.that to his knowledg it was an untruth,and 
We doubt not as much of their contrivance as the reſt of the narrative, 


which. 
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which we could never talk with any one yet but did diſclaim ; 
many of them with indignation ) — there 1 not — 
that were at a profeſt diſtance from him, that ever had the face of Reli- 
gion beſides ſuch as are ejected, &c, ſurely we cannot think that Mr. I. 
hath the face to affirm that he hath one hundred of choiſe Chriſtians 
that oyn wich him; doubtleſs he dares not ſay that he hath a hundred 
that he believes really to be #grege , and therefore not egregious; bur 
were that granted which we know he will not ask, what will he do 
for another hundred ( for one more at leaſt is requiſite to make hun- 
dreds) and yet not claſh with his Letter? Such a flat contradiction 
there is berween one and other that both cannot be true. 


Alſo Mr. L. would have left our Pariſh and his charge 7. Article. 


there if he could have gotten 150l. or a little leſſe aſſured him 
in Ireland. 


That about Ireland is a ridiculous untruth,and that varlet Francis Glan- Mc. L. Anſw. 


vile bath ſaid to ſome that this defendant might have had 3ool. if he would 
have ſt aid. 


At bona verba precor ne ſæui magne ſacerdos.Pray lend a handkerchief, 


Mr. Larkham did ſay to Mr. John Pointer, one of the$- Article. 


antienteſt Magiſtrates of our Town and Pariſh of Taviſtock, 
a he was going forth out of the Church after the exerciſe was 
ended, upon a Markęt-day, at leaſt three or four hundred 
people then preſent,The curſe of God go with thee, to the great 
aſtoniſhment and amazement of the people, and ſcandal to Re- 
ligion. 

Ther about John Pointer hath been anſwered unto before. 

And replied unto likewiſe. 


P 
Mr. Larkham doth nom groan under a mighty burden, Article 9. 


which he will patiently bear, until God or the devil do re- 
move the burden from him. 


That of groaning under a burden,gyc. ſhewes their wick2dneſs that cauſe Mr. L. Anſw. 


it, and it is not articled that Mr. L. ſaid any ſuch thing. 


1. Some mens owa paſſions and corruptions bring on burdens; the Rep h. 


cauſe is ſometimes from within, not al wayes from without; he might 
have done well to have ſet the ſaddle on the right horſe , & have drawn 
in his breath. 2. That it is not articled is a poor ſhift, if he could have 
aſſerred it had not been ſworn that he had ſpoken it he had ſaid ſome- 
what, this is ſmall game indeed. 3. Whether the expreſſion become 
a Pulpit, let the Reader judge, ſurely burdens were better ſtill lye on, 
then be removed by the devil, there is more comforr in a gauled back, 
then in ſuch a healer. 


The Town i deprived of the aſſiſtance of the neighbour Mi- Article 19. 


aiſters, becauſe Mr. L. bath ſcandalized them. 


Mr. L. Anſ. 


The Ton is deprived of many unworthy men that would fain be begeing Mr. L. Anſw- 
AN - 


Rep!y. 
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and (peaking what they underfland not. Godly men haue liberty to ſpeał in 
the — of the Lord if they pleaſe with 4 „of which ths freakin 
the number is ſmall, the Lord make it greater, &c. 

Either Mr. L. brings in this as an anſwer unto the Article or he ſays 
nothing; if it be an anſwer to the Article then all thoſe predications here 
muſt relate to the ſubjects mentioned there, and then it ſcems if Mr. L. 
have not ſcandalized his neighbour Miniſters enough already, yet now 
he will, if that unworthy title of unworthy men, of ſuch as would fain be 
begging and ſpeaking the things they underſtand not, be enough to do it. 
Toe anſwer is concluded with rwo manifeſt untruths; he tells us that 
godly men have libertyſ if they pleaſe with thanks )co ſpeak in the name 
of the Lord, to preach (he meaneth) in his Pulpit of Taviſtock , which 
is notoriouſly falſe, and kerein we muſt tell him that he hath publiſh- 
ed a double untruth unto the the world 1. In that he ſays that godly 
men have liberty, whereas it is certain that he refuſed to grant it unto 
Mr. Hughes of Plymouth, as Mr. H. B. Mr. F. F. and Mrs. E. D. can witneſs, 
to whom deſiring the Pulpit for Mr. Hugbe, he ſaid that though he could 
not deny him, yet he would not give him his leave; neither would he 
come himſelf to hear him if he would preach, and not only fo but(as we 
have heard) he forbade, or at leaſt diſſwaded others that would. Beſides 
he flatly denied it unto Mr. Andrew Gove Miniſter of Petertavy, and Mr. 
Benjamin Berry Miniſter of Maritavy (to name no more) both of which 
had formerly preached here for him upon occafion( when he could get 
none elſe) ro ſupply his place : neither of which he dares deny to be 
really godly. Again for the thanks which ſuch have had from him as 
wich ſome reluctancy have had that liberty, is another apparent untruth. 
The whole Country knows how he quarrelled with Mr. How, then Mi- 
niſter of Torrington, about a precious Sermon preached by hin, which 
occaſioned a publick diſpure : and 'tis known alſo that immediately at- 
ter another excellent Sermon preached by Mr. Vening of London, he ſent 
him a Letter that was far from being gratulatory. But as the firſt of theſe 
untruths is hypocritical, ſo the laſt is ſlanderous , for that the number of 
god) men (Miniſters he means) is ſmall about Taviſtock, and yet though 
it border upon the deſert forreſt of Dartmore, upon the eaſt, which is 
not inhabited,we have within ſeven miles of the place ten that are lookt 
upon as godly and able Miniſters of the new Teſtament, by ſuch as have 
knowledge and grace to diſcern: but how can we expect he can end 
well that began no hetrer. 

— done with anſwering and a little eaſed his ſtomach, Mr. L. con- 
cludes. 

Thus have you the Articles which one would have thought 


ſhould have anſwered themſelves, &c. a copy alſo of Mr. | oy 


haſty defence. 
Mr. Larkham hath done with the Articles, and now ſeems again to us 
to Article againſt himſelf;and to acci:ſe himſelf of folly that ever he be; 


gan with them; for he tells us, one would think they ſhould have anſwere 
X themſelves, 
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themſelves, and then he had ſhown more wit to have held his peace. 
But 1. we believe they are rari nantes in gurgite vaſto, they are but u- 
nites that lo ſenſc it. 2. However it would have been propitious to Mr. 
L. if it had been ſo; for every one ſees, that knows what an anſwer is, 
that Mr. L. hath not. And for Mr. L's haſty anſwer (chat we may haſten 
to a cloſe) 1. We ſay the judicious reader is not now to be informed of 
it; the narrative it ſelf makes it mani eſt enough, though Mr. L. held 
his peace; Nam liber hoc loquitur te reticente tuus. 2. He was not ſo ſtrai- 
tened in time, but he might better have bethought himſelf;then to thruſt 
ſuch à rudis indigeſtaq; moles into the light, having atleaſt ſix weeks, 
and ſome what more, if we miſtake not, allowed him by the Commiſ- 
ſioners for the returning in of hisanſwer. 3. Beſides, he might have 
done well to have ſtaid a little, had it been but 1. ro wipe his mouth; 
ſure it had been a mile in his way. 2. Or at leaſt for good company,and 
have taken truth along with him, which he hath left bekind him all a- 
long; as is manifeſt to the Reader. 

There is added to his narrative a letter written to Mr. Stucley and 
M. Bartlet, which he faith was written by others without his privacy; 
but he that reads the narrative, and compares it with the letter, will but 
queſtion his own diſcretion by believing ir. An anſwer alſo thercunto 
from Mr. Stucley, inferred for the three firſt lines ſake : together with 
ſomewhar about the ſtory of New-England, entituled, An addition writ- 
ten by Mr. Thomas Larkham my ſelf, &c and ſeems to ſpeak what will 
eaſily be believed, that he was not himſelf when he wrote the reſt. 
But to follow any of theſe, would but take up more time then we are 
willing to ſpare abont ſuch a'buſineſſe. Read and judge. 

Only becauſe he ſo mightily inveighs againſt thoſe that have left him 
as wretched apoſtates, revolters, &c. and tells the world that they were 
rejected by the Church for groſſe ſcandals. Such as are not ſatisfied 
that the apoſtacy lyes at his own door, and the reſt are lies, may read 
the Letters and Remonſtrance following ; which were written for ſome 
years ſince, and had been buried in oblivion, had not his wretched nar- 
rative haled them forth into the light. 


Here followeth a Copy of the firſt admonition ſent unto him 
by Mr. John Edgeumbe. 


Hoe Sir, I know not well what title to give you; ſureI am, I 
ought laſt Saturday morning to have given you the title of Paſtor, 
but you have now prevented me from writing to you under that rela- 
tion, by diſmiſſing me from your Paſtoral charge unto the univerſal 
Church of Chriſt ; yet ſtill I look on you as my friend, Ioth I was to do 
as now you have inforced me: Admonition by words I fear will nor 
prevail; therefore I have proſumed to write theſe lines unto you. Tis 
now no time to be ſilent, or to flatter, fince the plague of diviſions is 
broken out; and therefore I entreat you to be 8 I aſſure you I am) 


very earneſt in prayer to God that it may be ſtaid, that the Name of =o 
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may not be blaſphemed in this place, yea and in all the Countrey when 
they ſhall hear of your tranſactions in this place? Can you ſay that you 
have no part in making diviſions? I am confident your own heart doth 
ſay unto you that you have been a great inſtrument, if not in making, 
yet in blowing up the little ſparks that firſt brake out; and now they 
are ſuch thar he rhat runs may read them. Did you bur ſee and hear 
how many rejoyce and cry our, So, ſo would we have it to be, you could 
not chuſe bnr grieve yea mourn to think of God's diſhonour in this 
place, occaſioned (as I conceive } chiefly by your ſelf. I ſhall now 
name ſome particular miſcarriages of yours in publique and n private. 1. 
You told us in the pulpit that one ſaid that none but the ſcum joyned, 
L:c. and then you uttered theſe words, If you can bear it doe ye. Surely 


our Lawgiver hath left it upon record, that we muſt not render evil for 


evil; But your words did (as J apprehend) tend to ſtrife and not god- 
ſineſs. 2. And beſides in your preaching you often declared that if the 
inhabitants of this place be hut willing to learn the ways of God, and 
were not groſlely ſcandalous, you would adminiſter the Ordinance of 
baptiſme to their children. But how is your practiſe contrary? 3. A- 
gain, but yeſterday laſt you preſſed all to reprove, and gave good yea 
forcible motives thereunto; and yet you told us in private that we muſt 
not ſpeak our minds freely unto you: how do theſe contradict? Here 
I might be exceeding large, but I am yet to write you of ſome relation- 
miſca riages. I entreat you not to be angry, but as Fob would nor re- 
fuſe the counſel of his hand- maid, accept this my plain writing cauſed 
I aſſure you by my real love; yea I ſay by my real love to your ſelt, the 
people of God, yea the glory of our God. 4. Did you doe well when 
at my morhers houſe, you and Mr, Watts his wife did diſcourſe about 
ſame differences betwixt your daughter and Mrs. Watts, to have to doe 
wich thoſe of their friends that were dead long before your comming 
to this Town? 5$. And did you well to relate again what was then 
ſaid concerning others? is this the way to make peace? is it not the 
way to ſeparate very dear friends? 6. Did you doe well to put off from 

your charge, and diſmiſſe five of the members of the Church of Chriſt 

without regular proving any thing done that did call for it? and all 

this upon your own head; Was this well done? ſurely I am perſwa- 

ded theſe proceedings are irregular, &c. 7. And again, was it well 

done to throw in cauſes of ſtrife between my mothers family and 

Nr. Watts? was it a fit time to utter ſuch paſſages as you did? ſurely 

Conceive it was not. I do earneſtly entreat you to confider what I have 

writren, and the Lord give you an heart to underſtand all things. 
And now Sir, I have written thoſe things which grieve me to yo r ſelf, 
that you may be ſenſible of your many miſcarriages, be humbled for 
them, and amend ; oh quickly leſt ruine and deſtruction come upon 
us, tis now no time to delay. I have written plainly unto you, and I 
hope you will look on theſe lines as proceed ing from your real friend; 
Bur however this I am ſure of, he that rebuketh a man afterward ſhall 
find more fayour then he that ſlattereth with his tongue. I ſhall add 
no 


Ne 
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no more but (only defiring you to caſt the covering of love 

harſh expreſſion, and to conſider of my dtiſt whichis meerly the —— 
of God, and the building up of thoſe in this place that are his people) 
and ſhall now ſubſcribe my (elf as I aſſure you I am, | 


Tour unfeioned faithful 6; 
November 27. 1634. our unfeigned faithful friend 


to ſerve you inthe Lord, 


John Edgcumbe. 


VERDE 


A Copy of Mr. Jobn Edgcumb's ſecond Admonition 
unto Mr. Larkþam. 


H Sir, you may be pleaſed to remember that the 27. of the 
laſt moneth I wrote unto you, admoniſhing you of ſome failings (as 
I conceive) in your carriage both in publique and private, and yer I 
perceive little amendment, although I hoped God would have fer it 
cloſe upon your ſpirit. And now again I have once more preſumed to 
admoniſh you, that ſo if it be the will of God you may get a ſight of 
your raſh proceedings, that all godly people may rejoyce. Sure you 
did ill ro diſmiſſe from your charge five members of this particular Con- 
gregarion in this place to che Catholick Church of Chriſt withour pro- 
ving any thing regularly againſt them, and in no wiſe defired by them; 
I pray therefore think on this; how contrary is ir to what you have 
often preached in publick, and declared at ſeveral meetings in private, 
in which you told us that you could nor doe ir. If you doe intend to 
begin again upon a new ſcore (as it ſeems you doe, by your declaring 
that none ſhould communicate with you but ſuch as doe ſubſcribe the 
paper that you read at your houſe) I have my liberty; or if all muft 
come to you and ſpeak ith you ( as you declared) before they partake 
of the Ordinance of Chriſt, then alſo I have my liberty. Yer I ſhall now 
gvie you to know what my thoughts are concerning theſe your injun- 
Rions on the Church of God in this place. I cannot find any ſuch pre- 
cept or example in the word of our God in Goſpel times; I will not 
ſay whether the things are lawful or no as I heard you read them, but 
ſhall wave that for preſent ; yer ſurely I look upon the manner as ſinful, 
for that you lay a neceſſity upon the doing of it. You know to put on 
the Surplice is a thing Lil in it ſelf, but when men did enjoyn it 


as neceſſary, it became finful in the thoughts of many of God's deareſt 


children; and though it may be 1. to ſubſcribe that paper as — 
the 
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the matter, yet as you impoſe ir, it ſeems to me altogether ſinful ; we 
have no ſuch cuſtome nor the Churches of Chriſt : Had you left ir to 
every one at their will as a thing indifferent, I ſuppoſe none would 
have refuſed it, but you lay it on us as abſolutely neceſſary to communi- 
on, and therefore I do not ſubſcribe ir. You know what became of 
ſuch as did lay humane injunctions on Gods Miniſters and ſervants, and 
you have often told us. I profeſſe, Sir, I ſhuuld mourn to fee any ſuch 
thing befall you, or yours, for I call God to witneſſe I defire not your 
ruining in any meaſure, but only your Proſperity z you know whit 
God will do to ſuch as add to the words of the Scripture 3 I humbly 
beſeech and entreat you to think of it, whether this injoyning of ſub- 
{cription be not an adding to the word of God : ſurely as you impoſe 
it I cannot but look on it as making humane traditions equal to divme 
precepts; I mean your laying things indifferent on us as of abſolure ne- 
ceſlity to communicating in the Ordinances of Chriſt. Paul would not 
do ſo in his time: and yer, Sir, if we cannot cloſe in this, why 
ſhould we think, much lefle ſpeak evil one of another. What though 
profane Edomites cry raze the Church of God raze it to the ground, or 
the Iſmaclitiſh baſtards (as you call them) tauntingly ſay the pillars 
of the Church are gone, it is their ignorance and malice that makes 
them ſpeak ſo brutiſhly, and God will one day call them to account 
for their taunting words of this nature; yet, good Sir, and my good 
friend ( cheve I give me leave to acquaint you that as they ſpake not 
diſcreetly when they called us the pillars ofthe Church, ſo I conceive 
you did very wickedly in calling us the Catter-pillars whom you dil- 
miſſed ; befides I mourn that you ſhould ſay you were glad of that, 
which I am ſure all Gods people in the place do profeſle to be their 
grief, and his enemies rejoyce at. Oh Sir, I never thought Gods diſ- 
honour, and his peoples grief ſhould have been your joy; I write 
not this to carp at what you ſay in publick , but to make you ſenſible 
how you open the mouths of ſuch as have no fear of God in their 
hearts, by ſpeaking thus in publick upon ſuch an occaſions as you did, 
&C. Sir, however you may think to palliate things with 
men, you muſt give an account to God of this who knows the cloſet- 
thoughts of your and my heart; only I pray Sir uſe not ſuch phraſes 
in the publick, truly it hinders edifying , and makes mirth for wicked 
ones. Tam afraid I ſhall be tedious, atlhough your real friends ad- 
viſe ſnould not be ſo, therefore I ſhall conclude theſe lines, profel- 
ſing in the preſence of the Lord that I have not written them out of any 
prejudice to you, bur that truly and in heart I wiſh you well. Now 
that God may be glorified the mouths of any that have ill will unto the 
Church of Chriit in this place ſtopped , that ſo if it be (as I pray it 
may be) the good pleaſure of God all ſuch as look to Zion with their 
faces therherward , and in the ſincerity of their ſouls deſire to glorifie 
God in this place, may have cauſe to lift up their heads and rejoyce to 
ſee the houſe of God in Taviſtock to be full ofglory , is the prayer, and 
continually ſhall be the endeavour of him, who hath deſired to _ 
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by rule in this admonition, and deſires your anſwer either by word , or 
Writing, and in the mean time ſubſcribes himſelf, 


Your Cordial affeftionate friend 
to ſerve you in the Lord, 


John Edgcumbe. 


11. October 1654. 


nn. 


Mr. Larkhams anſwer to theſe two Letters in a lit- 
tle ſcrip of paper. 


R the 9. Verſe of Fude's Epiſtle, and it will anſwer 
both your Letters. 


10 M. 11 d. 54 y. Tho. Larkham. 


— — — — — — — — — — 


A Copy of Mr. Edgcumbes laſt admonition. 


— Sir, I have peruſed your ſhort anſwer, and alſo ſtudied the 

lace you mentioned in ＋ Epiſtle, but ſurely find it not in the 
leaſt degree ſatisfactory to either of my Letters of admonition to you; 
this I thought hereby again humbly ro acquaint you with, that ſo you 
may give me, yea ſeveral Members of the Church of God in this place, 
ſatisfaction, and have peace of conſcience in your ſelf, for you know 
he that hiderh his fins; ſhall not proſper. If I hear no other anſwer 


then I have yet heard from you, you will conſtrain me (though the 


Lord knows I am loath) to acquaint other godly men abroad with 
your actings, and defire their adviſe how I may — regularly with 
you in this my ſo juſt a cauſe : that ſo (if it be the will of our gracious 
God ) you may be brought to a ſenſe of your miſ-carriages, and be 
humbled for them before the Lord. Now the Lord Jeſus be with your 
ſpirit 3 I ſhall now ceaſe writing to you in this ĩmanner any more, ſub- 
ſcribing my ſelf as really and in heart I am, Sir, 


Taviſt. 12. December, Tour faithful friend to ſerve you 
1954. ia the Lord, 
John Edgcumbe. 


This 
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This Letter was returned ſealed, as ir was ſent, only on the our fide of 
it Mr. Larkham wrote, | 


Read Prov. 10. 8. 


There was another Letter ſent him from Edmond Condy, and another 
alſo from Henny Green, wherein he inſtanceth in 13. particular 
ſins which he conceived him to be guilty of, defiring ſatisfaction; 
but ir faring with him as Socrates affirms of Piſo, Cui honeſtior vi- 
debatur pertinacia quam pænitentia, no reformation being wrought 
upon him by all their private admonitions, it was thought expe- 
dient, having through grace begun, to proceed alſo according to 
_ — of Chriſt Matth. 18. 17. and complain of him to the 

urch. 


To the Church of God in Taviſtock, 


Eloved Brethren, it is the command of our great Law-giver that his 

people ſhould not ſuffer ſin to lye upon their brethren, but that 
they ſhould by all lawful meanes endeavour to bring them to a fight 
of their miſ-carriages , that ſo they may confeſle their ſin , and forſake 
it, and find mercy ; and truly if we ſhould be ſo charitable to our bre- 
rhren then we do humbly conceive that we are much more ingaged to 
manifeſt our love to ſuch as the Spirit of God is pleaſed to call our Fa- 
thers in Chriſt : the truth is that by reaſon of our corruptions (which 
are unwilling that we ſhould hazard the good will of our friends, 
which ( uſually through the remainders of fin in the beſt ) is the ſad 
conſequence of a Chriſtians performance of his duty in things of this na- 
ture) we have had many ſtruglings with our own hearts before we 
could bring them to ſet about this work; but however ſeeing we have 
(through the aſſiſtance of grace) began it according to rule, and 


have endeavoured by our ſecret and private admonitions to raiſe up our 


late Paſtor that now lyes under the guilt of many ſins, and finding it 
by lamentable experience that it is ſuch a work as of our ſelves we are 
not ahle to accompliſn; he utterly refuſing to hear us, though with 
all humility and obſervance to his years and place, to the utmoſt of 
our poor abilities we have done our endeavour; we do earneſtly be- 
ſeech the whole Church of God in this place to lend us their aſſiſtance 
in performing ſo charitable a work, ſo much conducing to the glory 
of our God, and the good of his people, that ſo the wrath of God may 
not go out upon the whole} Congregation for conniving at thoſe pal- 
pable miſcarriages, which do fo evidently tend unto the diſhonour of 
God, the grief of his people, and the palling down of his diſpleaſure 
upon this poor little Bethlehem, and therefore not to ſpend any far- 
ther time in adviſing or perſwading you unto that which is ſo mani- 


ſe ſty your bounden duty, we ſhall in the next place in all humility 
crave. 


En coo 


— —ͤ̃ — ö 


＋ 


rn 
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— — to ſne you wherein Mr. Larkham hath miſcarried 

1. We doe humbly deſire you to take into your conſideration, t 
when he hath come into the publique to deliver us the — u 604. 
he hath not ſtuck (as we conceive) to vent his own paſſions, and in- 
ſtead of perſwading us to our duty, Matth. 5. 44. he told us in the 
pulpit that he met with one that ſaid that we were all. ſcums that 
came to hear him; and then added, if you can pack up this, doe ye. 

Oh dear brethren, you are in God's place, and in God's ſtead, judge of 
this as Chriſt will at his appearance and Kingdome, if you doe not. 
Witneſſes Nich. Watts, Nich. Veale, Will. Hore, &c. 

2. You know it is aud hath been held a maxime among us, that no Eccleſia ſenio- 
member was to be taken in, or put out of this Church, but by a geue- res habuit quo- 
ral conſent of the whole Church; and yer you know, that contrary to Tum fine conſi- 
all rule, or example in the Churches of God, he did upon the 25. oflio nibil ageba- 
November laſt, ſend for ſeveral members to his houſe, and there diſ- hatur in Eccle- 
miſſed them from his Paſtoral charge unto the Catholick Churchſia, ſaith an an- 
without their deſiring of it, or proving any one fin regularly againſt cient * Et nihil 
them deſerving it. True it is, there were ſome other members of the ſine conſilio & 
Church then preſent, but let them now ſpeak as in the preſence of the conſenſu plebis 
Lord, whether he did ask their adviſe or approbation unto that act of ſuæ prevata 
his, of laying afide ſo many members of the Church, before he did it; ſententi gere- 
There were preſent Mr. Leece, William Bole, Henry Green, let them re Was the re- 
ſpeak to this. ſolution of. 

3. When the profane Rabble and Iſhmae itiſb baſtards (as he called another. 
them) did run about the Town, and tauntingly reviled che Church, 
ſaying, That now the pillars thereof were fallen; the very next Lord's 
day after (this coming to his ears) he had theſe words. in the pulpit, 

Oh, ſay ſome, the pillars of the Church are fallen; no ſay I, they are not 
the pillars of the Church, but the Caterpillars of the Church, they went 
out from us becauſe they were not of us: We have more then a good 
many left, we parted with none whom we were not willing to ſpare 3 
and is this true, brethren'? why then do ſo many of you when yon meer 
with ſome of the diſmiſſed members defire and beleech them to return 
again, and proſeſſe ſadneſſe of heart for their diſmiſſion, and affli dion 
of ſpirit ſor their abſence; No more to this but only thus, we know 
that the diſmiſſed members will not arrogate to themſelves that title of 
the Chu: ches pillars, and your own ſouls and conſciences do tell you 
they are no Caterpillars. 

Well brethren, confider what God ſaith of ſuch as miſcall his chil- 
dren ; will the Father take it well think you that the Steward of the. 
family ſhould call his children ſuch opprobious names, when he ſhould 
give them bread? we know he will nor, and we hope our. Mother 
will take notice of it tov : beſides you cannot be ignorant how: 
that in his prayer the laſt Lord's day he had this ex preſſion, Tat bis 

preaching was not to be regulated by the apiſh humours of brain-ſick, fools 3. 


were there ever ſuch words told God in prayer by a Paſtor of a well- 
ordered: 


Nil peſtilentius 
in Eccleſia do- 
ceri pateſt 


quam 1 


neceſſaria nin 
ſunt neceſſa- 
ria fiunt, bac 
enim tyran- 
nide conſcientie 
illaqueantur, (& 
liber tas fidei 
extinguitur. 


Luther. 
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ordered Church? pray do you confider it; beſides, you know that 
upon a LeQure-day not long ſince he told God in prayer, that poor ig- 
norant ſouls in this place did go down upon their knees and hold up 
their Pawes; is that a word to be uſed to God? are they not men 
and women as we are? and have they not hands as we have? God 
grant my may have hearts alſo ; bur in all probability this is not the 
way to effect it. Witucſſed by William Hore, Nicholas Watts, Julian 
Hore, &c. 

4. Though the matter contained in that paper unto which he re- 
quires every one to ſubſcribe his name that henceforward do expect to 
ccmmunicate with him, though the matter we ſay in it ſelf may be 
lawful, yet we humbly conceive that the manner of impoſing it is very 
ſinful ; we have neither precept in the word of God, nor yer example 
in any well-ordered Church, that ever a Church that hath been near 
five years in communion, ſhould have a paper drawn up by its Paſtor, 
and every Imomber required to ſubſcr.be it, and told that if they 
would nct, they ſnould not be admitted any more unto the Lord's 
Supper; what think you brethren, is this well done to make things 

at beſt) bur indifferent of abſolure neceſſity to Communion ? Pay! 
doth command the contrary in his Epiſile to the Romans, and tells us 
that it ſhould not be his praiſe. Yon know it muſt be abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary to the being of a Church-member or it muſt not; if ir be, then 
we have been no Church all this while : if ir be not neceſlary, then 
we do humbly conceive that it is a fin to require it as neceſlary ; and if 
it be not required as neceſſary, why muſt it be done by every Church · 
member before he can communicate? let the Churches {abroad judge 
and determine this (if you perceive it not) and pleaſe to adviſe with 
them abour ir. ; 

And now dear Brethren, though we might have mentioned jſeveral 
other things, as we have to him already in our private admonitions, 
yet for preſent we ſhall make no more publick, but only — you 
to doe your endeavour tothe utmoſt of your ability to make him ſenſi- 


ble of his mani.old miſcarriages, whereby God hath been diſhonored, 
his people ſadned, and his enemies comforted 3 that ſo if it be the will 
of our good God, he may be truly humbled for them, and the whole 
Church may to their joy and comfort ſee him reformed, which ſhall 
ever be the conſtant prayer unto the throne of grace of thoſe who do 
—y ſeek the peace of this Tion, and ſhall;ever defire to approve 
themſelves 


Tour faithfull brethren in the work of the Lord 
to the utmoſt of their weak abilities, 


John Edgcumbe. 
Edmond Condye. 
| And 


\nd 
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And now looking upon it as the moſt convenient opportunity, they 
came to the next general Church-meeting with their witneſſes, reſol- 
ving to have given in this paper unto the Church, but whether Mr. L. 
miſtruſting, or having ſome intelligence of their buſineſſe, whileſt they 
awaited for a fir time, Mr. L. fell out into a bitter paſſion, and ſo to 
prayer, and immediately (having gathered up his gloves and papers on 
the table while he was praying) got away unto his houſe. So that now 
all hopes being fruſtrated of reclaiming him, it was thought neceſſary 
for the ſatisfaction of ſuch as were godly, becauſe he was ever and anon 
reviling and calumniating ſuch as had left him, telling ſome that they 
were turned Apoſtates, and were fallen off, (others, that they were 
ſcandalous, and by him turned off) to vindicate their innocency, and 
apologize for themſelves in this enſuing narrative. 


—— — 


— 


A narrative ſetting forth the gronnds and reaſons 
upon which ſeve ral late members of the Church 
in Taviſtocke have diſowned Mr. Thomas Lar- 
kbam from being their Paſtour, and cannot an 
longer comfortably joyn with him in Churc 
relation. 


T cannot be unknown unto moſt of thoſe that dwell any thing neer 

ns, or have had any knowledge of thoſe late differences in this place, 
if they will but ſeriouſly confider our deportment all along ſince 
their firſt breaking out unto this preſent time, under all rhoſe preſſures 
and provocations with which we have encountred, how unwilling 
we have been to bring them forth unto the publick view 3 not that for 
our parts we ever declined the ſcanning of them by any well ordered 
Church or company of Goſpel-Miniſters, had either of them been in · 
vired or ſome of them permitted by Mr. L. to have the hearing and de- 
termining thereof. But the truth is, thoſe many ſtumbling blocks 
which occaſionally might hereby be laid in the way of ſome among us 
which we cannot but look upon as gracious ſouls, and are perſwaded 
have followed him in their ſimplicity, as thoſe men did Abſalom, 2 Sam. 
15. 11. though at the preſent indeed more led by their affections then 
judgements( a diſeaſe which we our ſelves not long ſince muſt acknow- 
ledge, if we will not baulk the truth, not in the leaſt meaſure to have 
laboured under) and not only theſe, but that ſcandal alſo which we 
feared might hereby redound unto the profeſſion of the Goſpel (rhe 
Canaanite being yer in the Land) hath hitherto ſhut up both our tongue 


and pen againſt ſuch a way, and ſhould indeed for ever have — 


,.. 
us as to any thing that concerns thoſe abundant wrongs and ungtate- 
ful carriages of his toward us, had iwe not been by a cloud of atgu- 
ments hereunto enforced: For firſt of all it might be ſuppoſed by ſome 
that our ſilence under, was no other then a conſenting unto, all his 
reproachſul aſperſions as moſt true and certain, and all his unjuſt and 
irregular actings thereupon as juſt and warrantable, even in the court 
of our own conſciences. We might alſo add to this his carrying or 
ſending abroad of his book of Church Acts and Cenſures (as he calls 
them) filled up with calu nuiating Articles againſt ſome of us, thereby 
endeavout ing to raiſe an odium upon us, and beget a prejudice in the 
ipirits of ſuch againſt us as fear God in all the Countrey round about. 


Nor is that altogether to be admitted, his ſending of ſome ( whom he 


hath engaged to his will) unto ſome in the Miniſtry with whom he 
ſuppoſed we would have joyned in Church-fellowſhip, that ſo having 
robbed us of the Ordinances at home, he might thereby alſo prevent us 
from enjoying them abroad. And that this is more then a bare imaginati- 
on of ours, be pleaſed to take notice that at a generalChurch-meeting,nor 
long before rayling upon the diſmiſſed and deſerting members as he 
uſeth ordinarily to doe, he uttered theſe words, Let them go to what 
Church they will, we ſhall find dirt enough to caſt after them. But to 


add no more (though many more we might) that earneſt defire that 


ſhould ſway in us for the undeceivjng of thoſe of our brethren, that 
being ignorant of his deviſes are drawn in by him to joyn with him in 
his irregular actings, leaſt being partakers of his fins they may alſo be 
ſharers in his ſmart, is not indeed the leaſt motive that hath induced 
to this Apology , that fo ſeeing the grounds upon which we have 
acted they may not dare to ſtrike at Chriſt through the fides of his peo- 
ple , nor any longer countenance their Paſtor in thoſe things which 
are ſo contrary unto the mind of God, and ſo unbeſeeming the Goſpel 
of Chriſt : bur inſtead thereof would rather joyn wich us, in making 
him ſenſible of his mauifold miſcarriages , that his ſoul may be ſaved in 
the day of the Lord Jeſus. | 

But yet before we fall upon that which we intend, it will not be 
amiſſe to ſpeak a little to an objection or two which might juſtly be 
raiſed upon the view of theſe our papers - for firſt ſome may be ready 
toask us, if he be ſuch as your papers make him, why have you let 
him alone all this while,and never declared againſt him until your own 
intereſt was concerned? And in the next place, how could you ſatisfie 
your conſciences in joyning with him ſo long as you have? A word or 
two to beth of theſe, and we paſle on: to the former of theſe we 
ſay, 

1. Ir may be that as God knew us unworthy, ſo alſo he thought 
us unfit for that honour in the Church of God, which would have at- 
rended ſuch plain and faithful dealing with him when nothing of their 
own particular concernment had been moving thereunto. 

2. You may take in this too, the negle& of a duty in a time that 
was more fit , doth not altogether rake us off from our doing it at * 
præſta 
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praſtat ſero gram nunguam : will not diſpenſe with ir ſo. 

.. Moſk of us have dealt with him many months before any of 
thoſe differences, about his diſorderly preaching: and can yet if 
need be produce What hath been written to him about it. And 
then indeed after much ado and our ſerious proteſtations that we 
could not fir down at the Lords Table with him after ſuch Ser- 
mons, he promiſed reformation , and for a time was as good as his 
word, though ſince he hath broken out into his old ſtrain. 

_ ro the next query, how we could joyn with himall this 
while? 

1. That God may have the glory we here ingeniouſly conſeſſe 
it was our great ſault; thoſe fair and flattering ſpeeches of us in 
publick , and to us in private, made us unmindful of his un-Chri- 
ſtian expreſi.ons towards others. Confitentes habetis, non reos. 

2. We might add which God knows to be true, that there 
were many in this place who are looking towards Zion, and com- 
ing on the profeſſion of the Goſpel that perhaps might not take 
ſuch notice of his digreſſions as others did, and ſo poſſibly have 
profited by thoſe diſcourſes which have ſadned others: and theſe 
roo looking ( it — be ) upon ſome of us more then they ought, 
upon our coming off from him might have been ready to lay fiade 
all. God knew Iſrael was not fit to ſee war, aſſoon as they came 
out of Egypt, it might be a temptation to return thither again; 
and therefore the caſe being rhe ſame with us we were contented 
having ſometimes ſome hopes that things would be better, and 
knowing ſhould we leave him it would ſoon. be worſe) to pre- 
fer their ſafery before thoſe ſweet enjoyments of God, which we 
might have found had we leſt him and joyned our ſelves to ſome 
other Church. And thus having given you the naked truth we 
ſhall go on. But in what method to proceed with this immecho- 
dical man, that made it one of his petitions that God would de- 
ſtroy that thing called method, is not eaſily to be determined; 
but yet that we may not tumble things together in heaps, we ſhall 
reſolve upon this courſe; ; 

1. We ſhall give an inſtance or two. of thoſe ſtrange petitions 
and declarations which he hath made unto God in prayer. 

2. We ſhall adde ſome ofthoſe paſſages which we have obſer- 
ved among many others of like nature in his Sermons. @&  _ 

3. We ſhall alſo ſet forth ſome of his irregular actings in his 
Church-Government amongſi us; and then laſtly a little of what 
we have obſerved in his life and converſation : and then by that 
time we doubt not but we ſhall let in ſuch light as that every in- 
genuous Chriſtian, unto whoſe view theſe papers ſhall come, will 
be ſo far from cenſuring us for deſerting him now, that we ſhall ta- 
ther be blamed (as indeed we muſt confeſſe we have abundantly 


deſerved ir) norwithſtanding all that we yer have, or farther may 


lay down by way of excuſe, that we _ not forſaken him ns 


(62) 
but have held communion with him ſo long as we have. ö 

Firſt then to begin with the former of theſe his un · Chriſtian ex- 
preſſions in his publick prayers, we will only lay down two that 
lately dropt from him; 1. Upon a Lecture day in his prayer after 
Sermon, he had theſe words, Lord if we would read the Maſters 

Once he ſaid Tickets upon the Lords dayes , and beat up the drum after Sermon is 
they went ended, and down to foot - ball in Jeſſops hay, and ſuffer all to come to 
down upon - communion, as they were wont to do, that they might down upon their 
their marrow- knees, and hold up their pawes , then Lord, we ſhould have peace a- 
bones and mon; us. 2. At another time when ſome of as had dealt with him 
held up their about ſome un- Chriſtian paſſages in his Sermons, and irregular 
ſcratch · paud · actings in his Church-adminiſtrations he had theſe words in prayer 
les. the next Lords day after as we remember, Let them know Lord 
that our preaching is not to be regulated by the apiſh humours of brain- 
ſick giddy-headed fools. 

Secondly for his preaching, it is obſerved that it is very ſeldom 
that ever he comes into the Pulpit whatever he forget he is very 
mindful to commend himſelf. Sometimes he tells us of the great 
experience that he hath had both at home and abroad, that it 
were a ſhame for him that hath had thirty years experience in the 
Miniſtry , and hath been ordained before we were born, if he 
ſhould not have more then ordinary knowledge, &c. At other 
times he tells us that it would be a ſhame, if ordinary Chriſtians, 
that live under his Miniſtry, ſhould not have as much knowledge 
as thoſe that are Country Miniſters. That others would be glad 
to have the crums that fall from our full Tables: about a fortnight 
fince on a Le&ure day, he referred his Auditors to that ſolid Diſ- 
courſe of his the day before, and many other ſach paſſages trum- 
petting out his own praiſe, as would make a modeſt face to bluſh 
to have heard, are very common with him in moſt of his Sermons : 
neither doth he ſtay here but ſometimes vaunts thoſe preferments 
and places of eminency unto which he hath arrived. Sometimes 
he tells us that he hath been a Chaplain to ſome one of greateſt 
honour in the Nation next unto a King, that he hath had his refi- 
dence at Court among Ladies of honour , and hath been familiar 
with men of greateſt honour in the Nation, that he ha h had a 

- thouſand pounds worth of Plate bel ore him on the Table ata 
time, &c. At other times his temporal eſtate muſt be made 
known, and then ſomtimes he tells us of the rates which he pays; 
and at other ti nes that he can live if he never received any Pariſh 
maintenance more: he told us once in the Pulpit that he had five 
hundred books in his ſtudy. And beſides tis very common with 
him to vaunt what ſeals he hath had to his Miniſtry in other pla- 

ces as well as here. Upon a time ſpeaking of Chriſts raiſing of 
Lazarus, he ſaid he had been inabled to do greater works then 
that himſelf. Of theſe things if any deſire to be farther ſatisfied 
he may have him upon one of thoſe heads almoſt every week. 


2. Thar 
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2. That which indeed doth very much ſtumble us is that evil 
eye of his rowards rhe Miniſtry; God knows they are low enough 
already in the eyes and hearts of too roo many , but ler thoſe be 
conſulted wich who are his unbiaſſed Auditors, and let them 
ſpeak what Epithets he hath fitted them: ſometimes he calls 
them his creeping lukewarm brethren in the Miniſtry ; at other 
times that the laying on of their ſlovenly hands cannot make a 
Miniſter. Sometimes he fits us wit ha tale, That if a Gentleman 
hath many ſons, the firſt muſt be a Gentleman, the next muſt be 
a Lawyer ( and now we are ſpeaking of that profeſſion we can- 
not but mind you of a paſſage of his concerning Lawyers in the 
Pulpit, you ſhall have, ſaith he, the Lawyers at the bar put tricks 
one upon another, the one will ſay you wipe your noſe with a 
foul handkerchief, and the other replies let us ſee whether yours 
be cleaner, but ſo much by way of digreſſion) he cannot ſurely 
be angry with that in us which he is ſo well acquainted with all 
himſelf but to go on; the third ſon he muſt be a Phyſitian , the 
fourth a Souldier, and the fiſth a Niniſter, and he muſt be called 
Mr. Parſon, and come in and fay grace. Bur this he hath told us 
ſo often that he hath worn ir thred-bare. Another ſtory he hath 
many times made uſe of and that is that in King Henry the 7. days 
they were Papiſts, in King Hen. the 8. dayes, of Harryes faith , in 
King Edwards, Proteſtants , in Queen Mary's, Papiſts again, in 
Queen Elizabeths, Proteſtants again. Sometimes he tells us that 
if it were in his power he would ſell ſome of them for apenny a 
thouſand; at other times he would abate half of the price, and 
a half penny a thouſand ſhould carry them. About three weeks 
fince he had this expreſſion, I am perſwaded that the greateſt 
part of the Pariſh Miniſters in England would turn — Ay 
Independents, nay Papiſts, rather then looſe their benefices. Ar 
another time when his glaſſe was out he had theſe words, Blame 
me not if I am a little longer then thoſe that work journey work; 
but a Sermon void of ſomething of this nature is not eaſily to be 
heard in Taviſtock, 2 

3. The eight man of the Pariſh uſually ſpeed with him after 
the ſa ne rate, ſometime they ſcape indifferent well, and are 
only called fools; at other times they are far worſe dealt with, and 
are called knaves too: and though he hath taught us paupertas 
non eſt vitium, they are ſometimes alſo twichr with that too, and 
ſometimes with all together, telling them that he would honour 
them, if they had either wealth, wit, or honeſty. About ſix 
weeks ſince, he called ir a fooliſh, apiſn, pretended dignity that 
had no authority by the word of God , or Law ofthe Land : nor 
long fince in alluſion to the words of that evil ſpirit A#s 19. 13. 
Jeſus I know , and Paul I know, but who are ye? He had 
theſe words, Juſtices of the Peace I know , and Conſtables of the 


hundred I know, and petry Conſtables I know , &c. but who are 
I 2 ye- 


Here followed ſouls; hear ſome and then judge: 
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ye? whoareye? &c; And yet ſome of us have heard him 

that his daughter had married one of the eight mens ſons, and thar 
. belong unto her upon that account. 

4. He hath interwoven ſuch things in his Sermons as in our 
weak judgments are much uabeſeeming that gravity and ſeriouſ- 
neſs which becomes fo weighty a matter as that is of ſpeaking in 
the name of God about the everlaſting welfare of mens precious 
And now whether 


the old Rimesthat fin of charming may nor better be reproved then by running 
and Charmes over their words, and tumbling out ſuch traſh and trumpery let 
which are in- Chriſtians judge; what is this but monendo docere? this we are con · 
ſerted in the fident of that many hundreds there were in the Church, that never 
Reply unto heard {ume of thoſe charmes , before they heard them out of his 
8. Article; but mouth; can time be well ſpent that is taken up in ſuch diſcourſes ? 
ro gratifie Mr. Sure we are they beget laughter in ſuch as are profane, and ſhame 
L. who called and bluſhing in many a gracious face. 


for them there 


5. And now we are upon impercinencies take notice ofthis ; as 


we took them he was expounding the 12 AFs on a Lords day upon theſe words, 
hence; and Herod killed James the brother of John with the ſword , he had 
have left them theſe words or to the like effect: There was another James be- 


out here. 


ſides this that was reported to be Biſhop of Feruſalem; now you 
muſt know that Biſhop comes from the old Saxon word Biſcope, 
and that from the Greek ivioxor©-, and that ſignifies but an 
Overſeer, ſuch as our Overſeers for the poor are; for words are 
much ſwoln of late. Armiger , which we call an Eſquire, was no- 
thing but a ſouldiers armour-bearer, and ſo Miles though now a 
Knight was then bur an ordinary foor Souldier, and ſo Eques now 
an Earle was but then a Trooper, ſo Dux alſo a Duke was but ar 
firſt a Captain, &c. and thus he went on as tis uſual with him in 
his impertinent digreſſions: Would not this diſcourſe better be- 
_ the mouth of an Herald then a Goſpel-Miaiſter in the 
Pulpit. | 

6. About five moneths ſince, he had theſe words in the pulpit, 
I met wich one by the water fide that told me there were none 
but ſcums that came to hear me; Now if you can pack up this, doe 
ye. Certainly rhis expreſſion is expreſly contrary unto che mind 
of Chriſt, who we are ſure requires other carriage, Matth. 
5. 39, 40. 

7. Speaking of the tauntings of che hbmaelitiſh baſtards ( as he. 
calls them) concerning the diſmiſſed and deſerting members he 
had theſe words, On ſay ſome, the pillars of the Church are fallen 
off, no ſay I, they are not the pillars of che Church but the Carer- 
pillars of the Church, they went out from us becauſe they were not 0 f 
#s. We have more then a good many left, we have parted with 
none whom we were not willing to ſpare , we are glad we are be 
rid ofthem. Again and about fix weeks ſince the man being angry 
with thoſe. members which had left him he had theſe words. 


* 
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are ſome that when their Church-members go off from them do 
ſay Go, and God go with you,theLord be wich you, but I ſay Go, 
and the devil go with you; I, take chem devil, there take them: 
bur at laſt bethinking himſelf of what he had ſaid , he added bur 
yet devil take but thine on, deril, take them and purge them and 
purifie them devil, take but the fleſh and the ſpirir will return to 
us again: Is not this mad ſtuff? 

9. Atanother time ſpeaking on the 19. Gen. He ſo opened rhe 
ſin of Sodomy, that ſuch as never knew whar it was, or how it 
might be commitred, had then a clear ditovery thereof at that 
time. 10. As he wasexpounding 16. AFs he had theſe words, 
[ wonder how = that have grace or judgement can plead for 
ſubordination of Churches; and a little after ſpeaking of Pauls cir- 
cumciſing of Timothy he told us, That he did not know for bis part 
what he was himſelf, a very ſmall matter could make him any thing. 
I1, He told us once in the Pulpit that the night before he had ſome 
ſome excellent things concerning the matter in hand, which came 
into his mind the laſt night as he was in his bed, but yet in the 
morning he had ſorgotten it, however he had praied as Manas he 
wite that the man of God might come again, but as yet had not: 
nevertheleſſe if yet it did come while he was there, we ſhould be 
made parrakers of it however for the future he would take another 
courſe, and get him a Tinder-box by his bed-fide, and when any 
ſuch things did come again into his mind in the night he would 
ſtrike fire, light a candle, and write them down that he might not 


looſe them. Quorſum hec. 12. Ar another time having drawn up 


a piper which he required every one to ſubſcribe that thence for- 
ward ſhould be admitted ro communion wich him, and being cer- 
rified that ſome of us were not free in our ſpirits ro ſubſcribe ir, 
eſpecially becauſe he required ir as abſolutely neceſſary unto com- 
munion, he had theſe words in the publick, I had much ado with 
my ſpirit this morning I went 19 God in prayer that I might keep it 
in this day from praying thoſe into Bedlam that diſpute againſt ſub- 
ſeribing of this paper which I have drawn up. 13+ At the ſame time 
and in the ſame place he declared that ſuch as had not before thar 
time ſubſcribed it had elapſed their time, and none of th-m ſhould 
therefore communicate with che Church and him the next Sacta- 
ment; and yet the very next day aſter three or four putting their 
na mes to his paper were admitted to the Sacrament, norwirhſtan- 


He faid once 


ding his ſolema proteſtation in the whole Congr-garion to the upon a Le- 


contrary, 14. Ir is ordinary with him what ever news he hears 


in the week from the Aſſizes, Seſſions, or Diurnal, to bring it up the Pulpic that 
into the Pulpit the next time he comes there, ſo that its grown We had Offi- 


into a Proverb in Taviſtock, If you will know What news goto 
Church: we could weary the Reader ſhould we hold him here as 
we could: hut to proceed. RR; f 

3. The next thing of which we are to diſcourſe is his carriage 18 


a Paſtor 


cture day in 


cers for the 
Devils good 
grace. 
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a Paſtor of a Church, and here indeed ſhould we trace him in his 
windings and meanders as we might it were far eaſier to tyer the 
Readers patience then to want conſiderable matter to bring in a- 
gainſt him. 1. Were there nothing elſe yet thoſe Protean ſhapes in 
which he hath made this poor Church appear were enough to 
weary any but an Athenian ſpirit: this is ſo evident that he that 
did bur run might read it; firſt, The Church muſt be governed hy 
Paſtors and Elders, and afterwards it muſt have Deacons too as 
ether Churches had, then there muſt be a general meeting of the 
Church, and all rhe Officers muſt ſurrender up their powerinto 
'the Churches hands, then a dozen members muſt be choſen our, 
and they muſt go together in a room by themſelves in the nature 
of a Jury, and then muſt give in whom they think fit to be con- 
tinued, whom diſmiſſed ; but this proving an abortive embrio, all 
the power muſt return agaiu unto the Paſtor » bur though hecan 
rule yet he cannot ſerve Tables, and therefore deacons muſt be 
had again, and that he might ſee how the mony was diſpoſed his 
Son in Law muſt be taken in, and two others F. E. and . H. unto 
whoſe charge neither negligence nor unſaithfulneſſe could be laid 
muſt be yer (et by to make room for him, and now a motion being 
made by him all the mony which had been laid our about his rior 
(none willing ro ſhew themſelves in oppoſing him )muſt be repaid 
him by the deacons aſſoon as they could collect ir, and diligent 
ennugh he would be, the Monday morning the bread and wine 
being paid for, to take up the overplus of what they had collected 
at the Sacrament the day before. But now he hath a mind that 
ſome ke taken in again, to look after the diſcipline of the Church, 
and for that he hath a new device; all the power ſhall not reſt in 
the hands of a few perſons, ſeven therefore muſt be choſen out, 
and at the months end three of them muſt out, and three new be 
taken into their places; and the next month three more of the firſt 
ſeven muſt give place to three others, and then the third moneth 
the odd man that wa: left with the three firſt that came in reſign 
up their power unto four others : and thus the government of the 
Church went once round every one ( thoſe only excepted who 
had received almes) having been at one time or other one of the 
ſeven. But yet this pleaſe: h nor and therefore after a faſt the whole 
power muſt be placed in ſeven others, and becauſe they ſhall have 
all, he reſigned up his power as to government into their hands 
alſo. Theſe thus inveſted with all the power of the Church choſe 
ro themſelves from among the brethren ſo many as made up their 
number unto ſixteen , and now theſe have the mannaging of all 
Church affairs, and meet every week about them; ſometimes Mr. I. 
would be preſent, and every month theſe gave an account unto 
the whole Church at a general meeting, unto whom ſtill they 
were reſponſinle: this continued for ſome time until at laſt there 
was a difference between his daughter and another, and knowing 
Not 


forms tantum and no more. And thus you have an account ofthe va- 
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not what theſe ſixteen might do (for by the way you muſt know that 
he harh often ſaid there were two parties in the Church, the Hugonites 
and the Larkamites ( as he was pleaſed ro name them) the Hugonites 
ſuch as were proſeſſours in Mr Hughes his time , the Larbamites ſuch as 
were ſo for the moſt part ſince his coming ) he choſe out ſeven at a 
Church-meering for the determining of that buſineſſe , which we can- 
not now have time to proſecute, and ſo the old government by fix. 
teen was at an end: and now though the Church had been five years 
without any other Covenant then the Members made at their firſt ad- 
mittance to ſubmit to the diſcipline of the Church ſo far as it was tranſ- 
acted according to the word of God; yet now he comes to a generall 
meeting, and there tells the Church his ſpirit was ſnut up againſt ten, 
twenty, thirty, nay forty of the Members, and could afluon joyn 
with the whole Town and Pariſh as it was wont to be of old, as with 
rhoſe Members, but yer names none, only he tells them they ſhould 
cry aſter the Ordinances before they had them as a child for the breſt ; 
and if any could not cloſe with him, as indeed he could not with ſome, 
they had their liberty, and might go whether they pleaſed ; only he 
added that ſuch as henceforth did reſolve to joyn wich him ſhould 
come to his houſe that he might be ſatisfied in them, and none elſe 
ſhould communicate any more with him when ever he communicated 
again. Upon this the Church was broken up, ſome went one way, 
ſome another, ſome reſolving to go to him again, and accept him for 
their Paſtor z others reſolved never to meddle more with this incon- 
ſtant man, bur to take him to his word and ſeek abroad; others again 
reſolved to reſolve on nothing but to ſtand ſtill and ſee whereunto all 
this would tend, bur yer not minding to go to his houſe, becauſe he 


laid it as an injunction upon them that would communicate. Now In February 


thoſe that went found him to have prepared a Covenaut drawn out, [aſt he laid 
and there unto required ſubſcription , if they would joyn with him a- dowa his Pa- 
gain for the future, which when about thirreen had done he came a · ſtorſhip again, 


gain into the Church, and at a meeting told all thoſe that hid ſubſeri - and every one 
bed it ſince them, or were there ready to do it, that theſe were to be 15 no. co paſs 


lookt upon as the elder brethren of the Church. And now theſe have un Jer a new 
the power for the hearing and determining or Church-marters as the ©X4mimarion 


ſixteen in the old Church ( for this is a new one and erected up3n a before they 
new bafis ) had before. But this way not pleaſing he took the power 8 


into his own hands again, and not keeping it long , he choſe out fix or 


ir h. ; Society unto 
eight and put the government into their han , bur for auy acting of doe 
theirs ſince their election we have not heard, only we ſuppoſe 'cwas 3 "hg 


riety of Governments that have paſſed in the ſpace of neer about five and therefore 


in thi 7 ; in leaving him 
years in this Church of Taviſtock, So then to return, for this very cauſe in | 
were there none other we — our ſouls unſatisfied in the man, ho _ mow fol- 
hath changed our Church-Government as ofren as Laban Facobs wages. Toi pe at 
2. Having made up a difference between two Church- members one adve To. 


day, the very next he ſides with one of them, and drew up — 24. 21, 
Wit 
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with his own hand to put into the Church. 3. Henry Green a Member 
of the Church being unſatisſied with ſome carriages of his, wrote him 
a Lerter containing rhe particulars wherewith he was offended, and 
ſent it to him by a brother cloſely ſealed , but he never brooking ad- 
monirions , though never ſo humbly preſenred ro him, ſummoned 
him to appear before the Church the next day after ( if we miſtake 
not) and there read over the whole Letter, and juſtified all that he 
had done, gave not any ſatisfaction to him, but inſtead thereof upbrai- 
ded the poor man with received courteſies, telling the Church that 
once he gave him five ſhillings out of his own purſe, and preſently ſu- 
ſpended him, and told him he ſhould never be admitted unto Com. 
munion again, unleſs he would give ſatisfaction for that wrong accu- 
ſation ( as he called it) though indeed it was but an admonition, and 
many of the particulars can be made good to ſome of our knowledge. 
4. Perceiving that ſeveral Members would not come to ſubſcribe his 
Paper, he ſent for five of the men unto his houſe , where after ſome 
diſcourſe he told them that ir ſeemed their ſpirits did not cloſe with 
him , nor indeed did his cloſe with theirs, and therefore in fine he 
ſolemly uttered theſe words, I diſmiſſe you five (but he ſays it was. 
only you four, not meaning one of them, and therefore though we 
might we think ir not much material to inſiſt upon it, for that he can- 
not deny bur that the ſame time he added theſe words, let all thoſe 
that are unſatisfid in me go where they can if they think they can mend 
their penny-worths , for therefore the market is) ffom my Paſtoral 
charge unto the Catholick Church of Chriſt; and when ſome of them 
(ranging at the expreſſion) were about to ſpeak, he added, what 
need had you to be troubled at it, Ilay nothing ro your charge, you 
may joyn to what Church you will, and as Paul and Barnabas parted 
about the matter of Mark John, ſo now do we, I will no longer be 
a Paſtor to you, you may go and joyn with your grave Divines, from 
whom you have taken counſel in former times; whereupon the five 
Members came all away, intending to endeavour their ſettlement in 
ſome other Church as they ſaw God going before them, and never to 
have buſied theic thoughts ahout his Church affaires any more, had 
he not againſt the next general meeting drawn up Articles againſt 
them, and contrary to all rule and equity , nay indeed moral ho- 
neſty declared them henceforth to be ſuſpended , and commanced 
the Members to withdraw from them : now for this we appeal unto 
any men that have the leaſt underſtanding in the world as to the 
things of God or men, whether after the firſt diſmiſſion in gene- 
ral , when he began ro new model the Church, or thoſe many 
liberties which he granted in publique unto any that could not 
zoyn wirh him in his way , to go whether they pleaſed, and 
that particular diſmiſſion afrerwards beſides , this be nor a clear 
diſcovery of a malicious unquiet ſpirir, to paſſe any Church cen- 
ſures upon ſuch as by his own conſent were not now any longer 
under his juriſdiction ? 5 


59 | 

It would make any gracious ear to tingle, ſhould it bur conſider how m- 
ny wayes he hath ſhifted ard winded this diſmiſſien of his to make ir in- 
valid and ineffectual, once at a general meeting he had this evaſion, 
It ſeewes they ſtand vpon their diſmiſſion, but what can they wake of it? 

weigh the words, I ciſm:iſſe you to the Catholick Church, that is, you have 

your appezls if you are wronged by vs, then ſeek to be righted by them, 

this is all that can be made of it; Bur when he perceived he could nor 


creep ont at that hole, atarcther time ke waved this, and had fitted ſome- 


what eiſe, wh ch was, that this diſmiſſion was only his act, and not the 
Churches, and therefore it Was in their power to repeal it; but to take 
this ctf, ther gh indeed the vanity ci this plea will cably appear unto any 
Jedicious Chriſtian, we return cnly thus. 

1. They were ſent ſor in the Churches name. 

2. They fo:nd many cf the Ckuch there, who were ſent for by Mr. 
L. about Church-work. 

3. They teck their ſilence unto his proceeding for conſent, as Mr. L. 
hath oſten affirmed it to be. ; 

4. He began w.th Prayer (ſuch as it was) and told God they were 
now abort Church - wok; ard if it were cnly to diſcever his cn pri- 
vaie Cpinion, then he told God that which was falſe. 

5. To ſay no more, that which he did was either regular, or 
it was not; it it were, then thet's an end, if not, why have not the Church 
cenſured him for diſmiſſiirg their members without their conſent ? 
but encugh cf that. Let that we may let every one ſee what 
we have done, and leave him ine xcuſable to be judged of all, and 
condemned of all , (as we are perſwaded he is already in his own 
conſcience, it he have no other than his natural Syateriſis) but becauſe 
we perceived that at every meeting he would take out his book and be 
a reading of his Articles, we reſolved ſome cf us to go to the next Church 
meeting, and we did, and there told the Chrrch, and him, that thou 
we were not related to them as formerly, yet being ſtill members of the 
ſame body, if any thing in us had given them cffince, we would readily 
give them all Chriſtian fatisfaRtion : this in every one appeared ſo reaſon- 
able, that it could not be deny'd, (and thovgh he would not grant them 
a publick heat ing beſore the whole Church there prefent , which was 
earnefily defired) he appointed ſome to give ſome of us a meeting, and 
withall there publickly declared for the Church and him, that what ſatis» 
fied them ſhould be taken as ſatisfaclion unto all; this was not leng after 
done at the hcuſe of JcknSheere, and they declared themſelves ſatisfied 
with their anſwers to what they had objected, and ſhut vp the meeting 
with a doxology ro Ged for fuch a ſweet cempeſure: but yet this peſtilent 
man will not be quiet, but fill goes inthe picſecution of his unruly luſts, 
and not long after he deſired ſcme of the me ſt eminent members that 
joyned with lim Cas William Eole, who was deſired among the reſt by 
Mr. L. himſelf, will teſtifie to his face) to give him a meeting at his houſe 
the evening that the general meetirg was the next day, where he 


propoſed ir to them to have their conſent to — the five _ 
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ders the next day; which when all were unwilling to conſent unto, it 
was refolved to be layd by, and fo they parted, and yet the very next 
day wichout any farther conference wich any of the Members, at the ge- 
neral meeting he declared them to be excommunicared. 

5. Upon this new erecting of the Church by him again, ſome Members 
willing to enjoy the ordinance, and yet not willing to be debarred the foci» 
ety of thoſe members, came and told him that they were willing to joyn 
wich him might they not be denyed communi n with them in thoſe reli- 
gious exerciſes which they uſually met about, which he ſeemed very eaſily 
to vouchſafe unto them: And yet hearing that Mrs Bole a while after did 
frequent their meetings, wo was in communion with the Church, and a 
Member of it, ſhe thinking that after ſatisfaction received, ſhe might the 
wore freely doit, he called for her in the publick, at the next general 
meeting, and this comming to her ears (ſhe not being then od, at the 
next private meeting, came to him, deſiting to know what he had co ſay 
and he charging her with breaking of her Covenant, and in joyniag 
with the five Members, ſhe told him that now eſpecially ſatisfaction being 
given and received (ſhe being accidentally preſent when it was _ 
thought it now without all queſtion warrantable, bar he falling into a paſ- 
ſion, told her, it was falſe, &c. and ſhe offering again to reply, he told 
her, that ſhe was fit for Bedlam, and called for aConſtable to thruſt her 
out of doors, and ſo turned her off. Let confidering Chriſtians judge of 
thisz others alſo have been caſheered alſo upon the ſame account, one as he 
was at the Sacrament, and ready to receive the elements, 

6. He told a Church-member that there would be no peace in the 
Church, unleſs his wife would give his daughter the place, & being anſwer: 
ed by him again, that ſuch things were below Chriſtians, & therfore if that 
at were all, he would aſſure him he would charge his wife never to go nor 
fit before her more, for one ſeven years, Mr.. returned, that that was not e- 
nough,unleſs ſhe would acknowlege the place righcfully to belong nnto his 
Daughter, & withall, told him this, for his part he took notice of him, that 
upon a time his Son in Law being ſer down at the Lords Table before him, 
and rifing up to let him fir above him, he would not admit it, but bad 
him fir farther vp, and this he ſaid wasa commendable action; but let 
Oods people judge whether he were to be commended for ſuch an ob- 
ſervarion 3 is that a time, is that a place to obſerve who ſits firſt, or who fits 
laſt ? ſhould thoſe that had ſuch a glorious ſabje& as the Love of Chriſt 
in making a feaſt of his own body and blood for poor ſouls to ſwallow up 
their meditations with endeared delight, afford them ſo much time as to 
run out about ſuch things as theſe ? *cwas a fin to take notice of it, 'rwas 
wickedneſs to declare ir. 

7. And now as the fitteſt place we defire to acquaint vou with what 
he acknowledged unto four then members was the grourd of his break- 
ag up the Church and his beginning of ir again upon a new ſcore : truly it 
is ſuch as would hardly find beliefin a Chriſtians breaſt that d-.ch nat know 
him, and indeed we ſhould not iaſert it, had we not ſuch to averr it to his 

. ace, ifoccaſion ſerve, as have given teſtimony of the werk of grace = 
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their hearts. In ſhorr, being in diſcourſe in his own houſe with thoſe forr 
members, he told them that there was a difference between his daugh- 
ter and another woman of the Church, and that now he reſolved to have 
the whole Church paſs under a new ſcrutiny, and every one ſhould make 
a particular conſeſſion of h's and her faith again in publick, and then for 
his daughter, he knew that ſhe had boldneſs or confidence enough to do itz 
hut for the other he ſaid he knew ſhe was baſhfull, and would not be able 
to do it in publick, and then he would turn her out of the Church for ig- 
norance. And now let any of Gods People judge whether any foul that 
ever had any the leaſt real breathings of the grace of God upon his 
heart (being aſcertained of the truth of this as we are) can ever comſort- 
ably ſubmit themſelves unto ſuch a man as this, and own him for their Pa- 
ſtor. If this new Confcflion have not neer affinity to Ahabs Faſt, let un- 
: derſtanding Chriſtians compare and judge. 

8. Another thing which we cannot omit is this, that one Alexander 
Gove of this Town having a daughter dead ſent to Maſter L. defiring leave 
from him for his Nephew Mr. Andrew Gove Miniſter of Peterteny (one 
whom he hath formerly much commended, and who hath often vpon his 
intreaty Preacked for him) to Preach a Sermon at her Funeral; but Ma- 
ſter L. returned, that if he would ſend him ten ſhillings Cuſually — 
unto ſuch as Preach upon ſuch occaſions ) he ſhould have liberty, other- 
wiſe not: This anſwer being returned, and the ten ſhillings not brought, 
he came up from his houſe unto the Church, and ſhut the doors, and car- 
ried away all the keys with him, and went to a Feaſt in the Country, fave 
onely that of a little wicker, which was then open for ene to cone out 
that was then tolling of the Bell. Several there were of the new conſti- 
tuted Chureh who were at the Funeral, and Maſter Gove going into the 
Wicker which he ſaw open, ſeveral of them, rogether with a c 
many others came in afrer him, where ſtanding up in one of the 
Seats, he made a ſolid diſcourſe our of Levit. 10.3. 

No the next general Meeting afterwards he ſuſpended all choſe 
Church Members that had been preſent ar this Sermon, and told them 
they had broken their Covenant, and ſhould not be admitted unto Com- 
munion, unleſs they would acknowledge that they had finned in fo doing. 
One a fiſter unto the ſaid Alex. Gove, telling him that ſhe did not thiak ie 
to be a fin 3 but if ir were,ſhe was ſorry for it ; He returned, Ile take none 
of your Ife, — — not joyn with un, unleſs you will acknowledge it to be 4 

: So chat to this very day ſome Members that cannot ſee it to be a fin, 
nd therefore dare not acknowledge it to he ſo, do yet ſtand ſuſpended 
om the Lords Supper. 

9. Once he made a motion, (and was very angry with a member that 
oppoſed it) that ſome Time might be ſer apart to pray for the Confuſion 
of thoſe thar the Church and him. : 

10. At another time when Captain Foxes Troop came to quarter in this 
Town, he went to the Cornet, and at firſt view, ſolicited him and another 
that was with him to become Members of this Church, the one Was an 


Arminian, the other an Anabaptift. 5 10 He 
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11. He reſuſed to admit Grace Veale, a Member of the old Church, to 
be one of the new, alleging that he heard (which was an untruth, yet no 
matter if it were ſo) ſhe ſaid that ſhe would adviſe Edmond Condy not to 
fell his Cow again. 

12. He denied alſo to admit Grace Rundle a Member alſo of the old 
Church, but laid her aſide, becauſe ſhe ſaid that in her thoughts Edm. Condy, 
who was his Fathers eldeſt ſon, had more right to take a reverſion in his 
Fathers houſe than Daniel Condy, Mr. L. Son in Law, who was his younger 
brother, and withall told her ſhe did not reverence his daughter (not a 
word of his wife) and they that honoured not his daughter did not ho- 
nour him. 

13. He told K. V. that he had nothing againſt her, but yet he did not 
ſee how he could admit her again to Communion, becauſe ſhe was one of 
the five Families. 

14. — queſtioned by William Bole for divulging the affairs of the 
Church ro ſuch abroad in Town as were no Church Members (a thing 
which he had bitrerly inveighed againſt at ſeveral general Meetings of the 
Church as an inſufferable evil, and for which very cauſe ſome were exelu. 
ded by him from Communion) when he perceived that it would be pro- 

ved, and therefore could nor be denied, he made this Reply , That it was 
lam full for a Maſter of a Family to do that himſelf which he forbids his Fa- 
emily, We read indeed that Miniſters are called Stewards, Tit.1.7. But 
that ever any beſides that man of fin durſt arrogate to himſelf that title of 
the Maſter of the Church, we do not finde; let Judicious Chriſtians con · 
ſider this. 

I$. That he might ſhifr and change the Government of the Church, 
when and as oſten as it pleaſed him, he declared, that until the Church 
had Officers ordained by the laying on of hands, all the Church power 
lay ſolely in himſelf, and (that he might perpetuare the Government in 
his own hands, to act according to the unlimited power of his own will) 
that ſuch of them as were choſen, muſt Baptize alſo, and adminiſter the 
Lords Supper, if occaſion ſerved, well knowing that none would touch 
with it upon that account. 

15. Being once at a Child · Feaſt at Elixeus Brayes, where were a great 
Table full of Company, the child being called by ſome unuſual name, one 
atking the reaſon, he anſwered, That lie would have Baptized it by the 
name of Bake - white - pot, if the Parents would have ir ſo. 

17. He ſuſpended ſeverel Church members ſor having ſociety with ſuch 
as had been laid aſide by the Church, and yet could be at an Ale-houſc 
drinking with one that he had Exccmmunicated; but a Maſter may do 
that which is not lawiul for his Servants, it is no fin in him though it be ſo 
in others. 

18. Heintreatcd a member of the Church to go with him to Maſter 
Condy, and deal with him about ſome money that Lis ſon Eamerd did cla im 
to be due from him; but when they came, he asked hin what he had gi- 

ven his Son upon his Will, and uncerſtanding that it was a Tickirg Mill, 
and a piece of Llate, he adviſed him preſently to make the Will aud * 
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the Plate to another Son which had married his daughter, and in ſtead 
thereof to give him two pence or three pence to buy an halter to hang 
nim. 

19. He hath endeavoured to ſet Church · Members tegether by the ears: 
he came to N. W. his houſe, and teld him, that Miſtris E. E. ſaid his Fa- 
mily came ofincr to her houſe than they were welcom, and withall added, 
you ſhall finde one Tom Larkham more true-hearted than twenty Miſtris 
Edgcumbs : and not long after, he went and told Miſtris E. E. her Family, 
that he heard ſome of N. V. his family to ſay, they were exceeding neer 
in buying, and he ſhould riſe betimes that got any thing by them: And 
another time, driving on his old defign, in his own hotſe ript up old 
grudges, buried a great many years before to Miſtris E. E. her ſon and 
daughters, and finding them not affected with it, as he expected, he ſhur 
up all with theſe words, I perceive the Families of the Edgcumbs and 
at ſes have been old friends, and theft is no parting of them. Is ir a Pa- 
ſtors part to part Families of Church-members, or to rnite them? We 
covld give you other inſtances of this nature, ſhould we not be te- 
dious. 

20. He keeps one to be a member of his Church, whom he hath affirm» 
ed to lye ordinarily, and to be drunk often to his own knowledge. 

21. He excommunicated Edmond Condy an Elder of the Church, be- 
cauſe having taken a reverſion of ene Life in the houſe wherein his Fa- 
ther and he dwels, he would not part with the one half of the hovſe in 
which his Father dwels unto his younger brother by a third wife, which 
had married his daughter. We might did we not think this ſufficient ſor 
the ſatisſaction of any ingenuous Chriſtian to diſcover his vnfitneſs for that 
weighty office of the Paſtor of the Church) give you a great many other 
grounds that have ſhut up our ſpirits againſt ſubmitting our ſelves unto 
ſuch a man as this that makes his Will his Law but it is time to minde 
a Cloſe- 

In the laſt place, thovgh herein we might be larger than in all the reſt, 
yet we ſhall only add ſcme few particulars obſerved among many others. 
in his Converſation. 

1. Upon his complaint that there were ſom e comming to demand ten 
pounds of him for his tenths or firſt- fruits, and that he would leave the 
place rather than pay it himſelf, the Members of the Church gathered 
the money amongſt chemſelves, and delivered him the money for the uſe 
aforeſaid ; but he hath neither paid the ten pounds unto this day, nor 
yet redelivered the mony unto the members again unto this very day,as in 
all juſlice and honeſty he ſhould have done; being privately admoniſhed 
of this by a Member of the Church, he brought the buſineſs unto a pub- 
lick Church- meeting, and made this plea , that if herein he had wronged 
the State of teh pounds, he could complain of ſome of the Church · members 
that had wronged the State of a great deal more in the exciſe of To- 
bacco. 5 

2. His Erothers Wii being a very gracicus werran, talking with him 
abcuc her Husband, ſhe told him, that = had been abſent from her for ſome 
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conſiderable time, in which ſhe had not as much as heard from him , 
and therfore was grown very jealous of himſ meaning whether he were in 
health and ſifety) Mr. J. ſaid unto ſome that told her of it agiin, my Siſter 
ſayes ſhe is jealous of her Husband. if I were in his caſe, I would fave her 
Soul; a baſe and prophane phraſe uſed among carnal people, noting. that 
henceforth ſhe ſhould not ſulpe& him without a juſt cauſe. 

3- He made a bargain with William re, as he can prove, fora Horſe 
for five pounds ten ſhillings, and when he came to pay for it, ſaid his price 
was five ſhillings leſs, & hinc ills lachryme, this is the foundation of his 
grudge to . H. being asked how his Horie did hold out in his journey, 
he commended the Horſe , and ſaid that it carried himforty miles a day, 
but when he ſpake with I. H. he told him that the horſe fail- 
ed him, and that he was fain keep company with the Wood-car- 
0 tiers; being asked why he ſo commended the horſe, it it proved 

ſo ill as he had ſaid, he returned, becauſe I have a mind toſell it again, ſo 
that it ſeemes irs lawful to commend bad wares, if we intend to ſell them; 
ab ungue leonem. 
4. He hath often had laſcivious words and rotten communication in his 
diſcourſe, nor fir for modeſt ears. 
Tf Mr. L. 3. He hath not manifeſted himſelf ſuch in his travellings abroad, as we 
pleaſe expect ſuch a one ſhovld as we ſhall ſubmir untoas a Paſtour. 
to call yp. 6 Nor yet towal ds his relations at home, eſpecially the neareſt : more 
on us for Ve ſhall not ſay, and this we would not, had not that notorious brand of 
inſtances, A oſtacy from the Church of God in this place, with which in all compa- 
in theſe nyes unceſſantly he hath endeavoured to ſtigmatize us (which we doubt 
three laſt not but the Judicious Chriſtian Reader ſees now where it lies) together 
(as he did With theſe unworthy report ef our rejection by him, Thar fo he might 
for his binder us from the injoying of thoſe ſoul-refreſhing , ſoul-Iirengthening, 
Rimes) Church-ordinances, inforced us hereunto : for (as we are minded by 
we have © Father.) Honefts fama alterum patronicium eſt, & fama pari paſſu cum vita 
enough of nber. 3 1 
each of , And thereſore to apologize for this apology , we ſhall only mind you 
them ro that the ſame reverend Author tells us, Duæ res ſunt conſcientia & fams, 
give him conſcientia neceſſaria eſt tibi,f ama proxims tuoʒ qui confidens conſcientie negligit 
ſatisſacti. famam crudelis eſt. 
on. 
But ſome ſew moneths aſterwards when ſome words dropt from Mr. L. in 

a Sermon, that ſeemed to give them ſome hopes of his inclination unto 

peace, that it may appear how they have endeavoured. to walk up to 

that bleſſed rule, Rom.12.18. We ſhall give you an account of ſome 

Letters that paſt between them and him, and therewith wind up 


all. 


FF After Larkham, It cannot be unknown to you what a bo 
ſtorm of Contentions and Diviſions, hath been occaſioned by that 
e cloud which at firſt view appeared only like a mans hand, — 
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groans have heen ſent to heaven by ſon e of us upon the foreſight of that 
wk then we feared, our God can witneſ:; what endeavours alſo have been 
rſed among men for that very end, is very we ll known unto ſome, and can 
not be alrogerher hid as unto you: We would remind you of meetings, upon 
meetings, one at Mrs. Edgcumbes,of another at Joh. Sheeres, of a third at Mrs. 
Sitwels for the quenching to thoſe coales of Contention, when they were 
yer ſparklingin their aſhes, though ſuch opprobrious language and re- 


vilings were aga n returned as the neareſt relation and faſteſt friends were g C. 14 F 
grieved to hear, and inforced to cry ſhame on. We might alſo tell you, I. S. M. S. 


that notwithſtanding a'l this, knowing very well that peace at laſt il it 
might be had, would ſufficiently recompenſe vs for all our endeavours, 
upon our earneſt ſolicitation, rendring iatreaties for revilings, as ſome 
know, and would to God we had received power to do fo ſtill, 
'twas then followed ſo tar, as that all was ended, and not long after, 
at one of our houſes by your ſelf confirmed, with a protefiation, that you 
ſhould not look upon him as a friend that ſhould any way endeavour to 
make a rupture again, and yet the nexr day you know whoſe hand it was 
that drew up Articles about the ſame buſinzſs to give in unto the Church, & ther- 
by occaſioned the Subverſion of all that had been done. Pray Sr. let it not 
be tedious unto you, to afford a glance of your eye upon thoſe things 
which though coming in by the by, if bleſt by God, may occaſion ſuch 
thoughrs as you way never have juſt cauſe to diſlike. 

As to the firſt head, of our endeavour for the prevention of theſe diffe- 
rences, we ſhall only add, that we were not yet unwilling to meet again; 
but meeting once ar your houſe(where we hope you remember what paſt} 
and twice more at Mes. Sitwels, at laſt the whole buſineſs was thought ſo 
firmly to be made up, as that it was not poſſible ir ſhould ever have been 
rorn in ſunder again. Yet fartner you know, when nothing was expected, 
bur a Sacrament, there was a diſſolution of the whole Fabrick by your 
ſelf at the gencral meeting of the Church, where you declared your re- 
ſolation, Never more to be a Paſtor unto the Church, as then it wan, and that 
you would begin again upon a new ſcore, that every one had now his Liberty to 
vyn where ever hepl'aſed Upon this you know all came away, and we 
for our parts reſolved to ſettle our ſelves in ſome other Church, according 
as we ſaw God going hefore us: Nay farther, for our own particulars, 
you know that hen you ſent for us afterwards again at your own houſe, 
you gave 8s aclcar diſviſſion fi om your Paſtoral charge unto the Catholic 
Church of Chriſt, and told us you would be no longer a Paſtor to us; That 
you laid nothiug to eur Charge, we might go and juyn with our grave Drvines 
of whom we took Counſel in former times. We might allege your; ſolemn - 
Proteſtation at the next Faſt in the publick Congregation, that you wonld 
be @ Vaſtor to none but ſuch as ſubſcribed that Yaper which you had drawn 
wp, deſiring that none of all thoſe which were not free to do it would trouble 
you any more, but tabe their Liberty, as you reſolved to take yours. 

Theſe and other paſſages which dropt from you, too large here to in- 
ſert, were as clear à maniſeſtation in our apprehenfions (and ſo alſo in 
every ones elſe to whom we have related them) that we had as eviden mg 
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diſ engagement from this Church, and you, as can poſſibly be imagined; 
and therefore we had reſolved to have departed ſilently without any 
noiſe at all, minding to keep (as far as in us lay) the unity of the $pirit 
in the bond of peace. Yet yon know what a duſt was preſently raiſed, 
how at every meeting we had one thing or other gathered up againſi us; 
ſometimes the two pot: muſt Le ralkr of, as though we were the moſt no- 
rorious drunkards in all the Town; at other rimes the very biting of our 
nails, and then again our very Meetings, in which we fought the face of 
God both for cur iclves and you (as our God can witneſs) fo that at laſt je 
was come to that pals, that our very geſtures, refreſhments, yea, and our 
very prayers, were enough to make an Article, and muſt down in your 
Bock; a: d thereſore this would mitigate your paſſions towards that Book 
a gainſt which we hear you ſo much inveigu, if you did but confider who 
led us the way, and that our Pen was even thruſt into our hand; read 
2 San.2.18. to 25. 
We might mention alſo, your telling che whole Church at a general 
Meeting, That you ſ:uid have dirt enough to caſt after us, let us jyn to 
what Church we would : And yet you know (though we could not but re- 


ſcat the injuriouſneſs of this dealing, vnleſs we had been of a Stoical Apa- 


thy) how we came at your Church meeting again, and though clearly ſa- 
tis ñed in our own conſciences that you had no juriſdiction over us, yet in 
regard of our former relation unto the Church and you, and that earneſt 
dieſire that we had to get our ſelves out «f thoſe fires of contention, it was 
as you know, by ſome of us defired, that if any thing in us had been offen · 
five to you, we might be acquainted with it, and we would readily give 
you all Chriſtian ſatisfaction; but time not per: irriog a full diſcourſing of 
all buſineſſes, as you told us then, ſome ot us were referred unto certain 
members, unto whom ſatisfacti n being given, ſheuld be taken as if done 
to all: This alſo you know was aſſented unto, and at John Sheers houſe 
ſame of us had a meeting with them, where ſuch ſatis faction was given 
onto every particular that they had to object, as that they declared them- 
ſelves ſully ſatisfied, and went away rejoycing. Let theſe things be ask- 
ed them, as alſo, Whether one of them were not deſired by the reſt to give 
thanks unto God in that very place for ſo friendly @ compoſure, as there we 
had : And yet, oh ſtrange ! yea ſtrange indeed, eſpecially being no more 
under your juriſdiction, than the veryeſt ſtrangers in England, the next 
news was, that we were under a Cenſure, which action of yours ſo evi- 
dently appears irregular unto us, that we are ſometimes induced to be- 
lieve (ſhould we do as that man in the ſtory, that appealed from King 
Philip to King Philip; and appeal no farther, than from Mr. Larkhamin a 
paſſion, to Mr. Larkham in his more ſerious conſideration) he could not 
but acknowledge it; and this ere now God ir may be would have evinced, 
could we in a patient waiting upon his providence have expected it. That 
ſoul doth maſt nobly revenge his own wrongs, that leaves the revenging 
of them to God: The Lord humble us in the apprehenſions of our fail- 
ings, in our unſuitable deportment unto ſuch a ſoul-ſerling truth. Something 


we have ſcen of the actings of Providence this way, ſince theſe preſent 
diſtracti- 


———— 
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155 , if we wind yon that the 
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which were reprogchſplly caſt ar de of us, in the face of the 
e de you again (though we belleye as undeſer- 
County : This . — we could not but ob 
{rve,gnd we hope your thoughts have refle&ed upon that place, 1 Fad. 7. 

an m_ 4 on w 2 3 do — we 
f t dur Sales ave been your ſccurity: Let not the expreſ- 
fion ſeem harſh, our intentions are 12. and would only d hes 
from it, that cauld we have leralqme our injuries to God, and not fome-. 
times been intermedling our ſelves, our comforts had been more, and 
your quier lefs : but alas, what are we? or what are our graces? We are 
none of thoſe Veſſels that have either no dregs, or ſuch, as though toſſ d 
and moved can them without rifing : but oh that though in this 
Life we cannot expect the one, yet if it were the will of God we might 
be preſerved fromthe other; but God will have us fill to ſee our need 
of a Chriſt; but we are loth to weary you. 

The main, nay indeed the only end that we propoſed to our ſe'ves in 
writing to you now, is our ardent deſire, that after ſo long a ſeaſon of bit- 
rerneſs and diſcontent, the end at laſt might conclude in peace; this 
chough we have ſought for, this though we have defired, yet all hath 
Hirherro been unſuccefsfull (ſome of our Pypers intimating our defices 
having been caſt into ſuch places as we little expected) yer now again re- 
— ing ehat che Prince of Peace hath taught us, not only to ſeek peace 
as 


urſue it alſo, we are now come again with our nm of ir, that if 
it may be poſſible we may live Dy IF men, and more 
eſpecially with ſuch as lay claim to the Faith, the ſgme Hope, 
the ſame Baptiſm , the Sad, the ſame Chriſt, and the ſame 
Heaven; and therefore if you arc willing to have thoſe coals to be 
quenched ( which the will never want Bellows to blow, eſpe- 
cially while ſome make ir their ſtudy ) be pleaſed to think upon 

a Way as may accompliſh our deſired end; and God we hope 
that hath moved us to defire it, will alſo encline vs to accept ir 
it herein we may not be injurious unto our own Conſciences) 
and yet it you are willing ro have theſe things come to a further 
ſcanning and debating, that all buſineſſes may be (yet to a better end 
than hitherto ) ripe up again herein with you alſo (that Peace 
may be the end) we ſhall readily accord. If you pleaſ: to defire 
one or two Miniſters to have a full hearing and determining of all 
differences, we ſhall deſire ( if you think it fit) the like number to 
meet them: if this pleaſe nor (fo far are we from defiring to live in 
in theſe fires our of which it is a thing next to an impoſſibility ro eſcape 
without ſome ſmut and aſhes, eſpecially if our Gun-powder natures were 


bur duly cenfidered, : 
We do further „that you cheoſe out two or three or four Mi- 
I and we will willingly ſubmit onto their determi- 


niſters of the 
nation: Or if you minde neither of theſe, then we deſire you to * 


78 
this incloſed Paper, and one of vs will convey it to Plimouth, where next 


Weaneſday a great many Miniſters do meet, whom we ſhall deſire to ap- 
point ſome, and them a time and place for,that end. | 


What to ſay or do more we know not, this indeed we took upon as 


the laſt ſtone, and therefore ſhall not leave it unturned, that if ir 
be the will of God we may finde peace under it, and not ſtand here 
a wrangling in the Palace, left God ſhould inforce us to hug at the 


ſtake. 
Sir your Anſwer is defired by your 


Friends and Brethren, 
NW. J. E. N.. E. C. FV. H. 


The Incloſed Paper. 


T,' Oraſmuch as ſome unhappy differences have broken out of late be- 

' tween Maſter Thomas Larkham, Paſtor of the Church in Taviſtock, 
and Edmond Condy, John Edgcumb. Niche. Watts, Will. Hore, and Nicholas 
Veale, ſometimes members of the Church there, which we cannot by 
any mens compoſe between our (elves, it is humbly and earneſtly, and 
by a joynt conſent defired, that you would be pleaſed ro chooſe out two 
cr three from among thoſe Miniſters now met in Plimouth, whom we en- 
treat to appoint a time for the hearing and determining of all cur diffe- 
rences; hereby promiſing each one ior hin.ſelt (God graciouſly aſſuting) 
that what ever in any of us ſhall appear to them to be ſiaſull, we ſhall la- 
bour to be humbled in the ſenſe of it before God , and ready and willing 
to give all Chriſtian Satisfaction unto his people, as unto them ſhall ap- 


pear expedient. 


Mr. Larkhams Anſwer. 


Have delivered your Letter to ſome Members of the Church, 
conctving that the Matters you write about are not mine, 
but theirs, er rather relatiag to our Lord Jeſus, in whoſe name 
that hath been done by us, with one Conſent, which you are plea- 
ſed to acconut private and proper differences between me and you; 
and ſith you are pleaſed to exempt them from being Parties in 


the differences you write of , they are fitter to meddle in oy 
| things 


3 


N NN 


I. 
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things than is your groaning Paſtor, whom you have ſo unchri- 
ftianlike, if not . pet J ſ 


Thomas Larkhim Miniſter of the Goſpel : for John Edg- 
cumb , and the reſt that have ſubſcribed the Letter 
brought to me by Peter Edmonds. 


The Reply. 


SIR, 


UR laſt to you it ſeems is in the hands of others, which yet 
we could wiſh you had kept ſomewhat longer in your own, 
you muſt needs then have waived your conceit, that thoſe differen- 
ces which we mentioned to be between us do more concern the Mem- 
bers of the Church than you: Some of your actings to us ward, we are aſ- 
ſured they had no hand in,and for others, ſome of them (and thoſe not the 
leaſt con iderable have been aſhamed to hear, and therefore we can hardly 
thiak they will acknowledge them to be done by their conſent. 
And for the next part of your Letter, we ſhall only ſay, that we 
humbly defire all vain contentions about Words and Phraſes may be 
layd afide , for that ſuch things tend not to Peace and Godlineſſe, 
but to Debate and Strife z You know we are a plain People, that 
are not vers'd in the quirks of Logick, and therefore ſuffer us 
to tell you ( if therein we erre, impute it to our ignorance } 
we cannot ſee how you can draw ſuch concluſions from our paper as 
here you do; There are ſome differences between you and us, 
therefore tis confeſt there are none between us and others that are 
related to you: | 
What we have written to you hath been in the ſimplicity of our 
ſouls, and therefore pray tliat you will not lie upon the catch 
with us, our meaning was, and our hope is, that when thoſe differ- 
ences that are between you and us are heard and determined, all 
others would either come in under them, or elſe the more eaſily be 
concluded aſter them: And therefore to ſay no more, if that ſorm 
which we ſent you, be nor ſo exact as it ſhould be, we intreat you 
to draw it up your ſelf, or if there be any others that will have 
rheir names inſerted ro be parties with you (if you rleaſe) this alſo 
ſhall be done; our defirc is, a hearing and concluſion 3 and there- 
fore pray that ſuch an opportunity may not be loſt 3 ſo godly and 
juditious Men may be by both parties defired and impowred to hear 
and judge, we have all wliat we aim at, mae it our by what Phraſes of 
Exprefhons you pleaſe. 


L 2 Pray 


[860 


Pray Sr. do not decline a publick hearing, ſeeing ns other wy 


- will end theſe differences, let others ſee and judge who have. been 


active and ho paſſive in theſe unchtiſtian if not in humane abuſes 


( as you term them) that ſo God may be glorified, innoceacy cleat- 
<4, the guilry humbled, the offended farisfied, and the Devil allo of his 
deſires fruſtrared. 

We deſire that you will Certiſie your mind herein unto your 


Friends, Brethren, and Servants 
for your good, 


E. c. I. E. N. . N. V. . H. 


— 
— — * 
— n.. 


Mr. Larkhams Return. 


[ſereatar veftri Deus; I ſee you are from firſt to la ſt a body 
Politick, one and all write to Mr. Thomas Larkham, it 
will be Tom again ſhortly, and I truſt Tom for ever; ſeeing you 
Notori· Av not jet moved away the ſtone under which peace lyeth, or ra- 
ouſly falſe, Ther f. _ the Lord hath taken it out of your heant of fleſh , what 
this was hope of a neart of fleſh Ton may remember your 7 aying when Jon 
groaned were diſpoſed to afſront the Church, durnm & durum, &c. Chriſt 
— * is a Rock, and yee are rock) ſure enough. T ſee ou are what you 
— N *** were, your Gunpowder Natures are the ſame , witneſſe your 
in a paſſi- $qwibbs, &c. I doubt you have a dark, Lanthors tos, as Fawkes 
on from had to fit his powder buſineſs, but he that ſitteth in heaven ſhall 
theCharch have jou in 41 fron, for he ſeeth that your day 15 rar Elies 
— 1 ** Sons harkened not unto the voice of their Father, hecauſe the Lord 
1 flay them; if ye be Brethren, Friends , Saints 
for my good, as you (that have uſed your Tongues to write and 
ſpeak any thing) conclude your Letter, ſheW me your F riend- 
ſhip, Brotherly Diſpoſition, and Saintaſbip, by your works. For 
my part I ſee in you but 4 prevailing Legion, that hath the 
command in and over you, even the Prince of the power of the air, 
the Spirit that now worketh in the Children of diſobedience : and 


therefore what my Lord and Maſter ſaid to Judas, I ſay to you 
one 


—_— — 


— ee 


ine and alt, What thou doſt, do quickly. Fach 4: have been 
ſlain by the poyſon of Aſpes that was, ang is yet under your 
tongue, will ( hope) have that Spirit of Life from Hod, 

that ſhall in due time raiſe them up again: In the mean tim 

J will give x's back to the Smiters , and my cheeks to tem 

that pull off the hair, and will not hide my ſace from ſhame 

anu ſpitting. Compaſs your ſelves about with ſparks, walk. 

in the light of your fire, and in the ſparks that ye have kiud- 

led: This muſt you expect from God (in whoſe name I writs 

it) Ye ſhall lye down in ſorrow, aſſociate your ſelves, &c. 

and ye ſhall be broken in pieces, for as 4 bowing or ſwell- 

ing wall ſhall ye be, and tottering fence. Te hade ſaid we 

will prevail, our tongues are our own, who is Lord over us ? 

Te are glad ye are out of the houſe of bondage, ye have bro- 

ken the bonds, and God hath l roken the ft over your head, And who 
Therefore take this from the Lord, according to my very be- — — — 
lief and 1 I have concerning ye , Becauſe ye have made there is 
this egg to loſe — ſweet worde, _ balms 2 bro- fuck * 
ken your head, ye have lift n your beel apai Ga- 145K-Mg- 
83 of C 1 ft in AC hd „jour A. ng ſpo- — 
hen miſchief , and like a ſtarp Raſor have ye wrought de- perſect 
ceitfully ,, Te have loved evil more than good, and lying ra- Freedom, 
ther than to ſpeak, righteouſly , ye have loved all devouring not per- 
words, O deceitſull tongues | Te have been incenſed again _ thral- 
this worme Jacob, and in the ſervice of your luſts and Sa- 

tan have ye trod it down as mire in £ reet; therefore 

ſhall ye be in Satans hands to be fanned and winnowed untill C 
the 2 part be deſtroyed, ſo ſhall that which is of Chriſt 1 
in you ( if it be any thing) at laſt give glory to the Holy R 
One of 1irael : put to no more buſineſs , him that mourneth 
over you, 


To youall Five is 
this ſent. 


Thomas Larkham, 


— 


Aud now finding that but too true of Maſter L. which David lon& + 3 
fiace complained of in his enemies, that the very mentioning of Peace 
wss bur a provocation uato War, they were adviſed, having done 
facchec ſolicitations, and leave him o 


_ duty, ro deſiſt from any 
And becauſe we alſo have promiſed here to end; unto any-of the 
Churches of Chriſt, or ' Judicious Chriſtian , that ſhall require an Ac- 
count of our appearing againſt Maſter L. as once the Pope did of King 
Richard the firſt, of his impriſoning Philip, that Martiall Biſhop of 
Beavys, whom he had taken in a Skirmifh; as he returned the Ar- 
mour of the one, ſo ſhall we alſo the Narrative of the other: and 
as he was contented that the Pope ſhould Judge whether that 
Armour were Filii ſui tunica an non, ſo are we likewiſe, that they alſo 
ſhould 6ctermine whether that ſlanderous and abufive Pamphlet ſhould 
be owned for a Naboth, or diſclaimed as a Nabal. = + 


